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In a span of less than three 
hours overnight Wednesday, 
Lawton recorded its 16th and 
17th homicides of 2020.

The latest was the culmina-
tion of a home invasion that 
turned into an hour-long stand-
off and ended with a police-in-
volved shooting.

Officer Andrew Grubbs, 
Lawton Police information offi-
cer, said the incident happened 
shortly after 2 a.m. Thursday 
at 1420 NW Hunter Road. Be-
cause the shooting involved the 
police, the investigation has 
been turned over to the Okla-
homa State Bureau of Investi-
gation (OSBI).

Brook Arbeitman, OSBI 
information officer, said that 
based on the initial investi-
gation, it appears the suspect 
broke down the door and forced 
his way inside. He then made 
a female inside remove her 
clothes. She was able to escape 
from the home and wasn’t in-
jured.

Lawton police responded to 
the 911 call and arrived to find 
the unidentified man brandish-
ing a gun. Arbeitman said that 
police spent about an hour ne-

gotiating with him before he 
pointed the weapon their way. 
Officers responded with gun-
fire, killing him. No one else 
was injured during the incident.

The man’s body was sent to 
the State Medical Examiner’s 
office in Oklahoma City for au-
topsy and identification.

The investigation is ongo-
ing and more information will 
be released when available, ac-
cording to Arbeitman.

It is unclear how many offi-

cers fired their weapons. It is 
generally LPD policy that of-
ficers involved in a shooting 
are put on paid administrative 
leave until an investigation is 
completed, but Grubbs would 
not confirm that is the case.

Few details are available re-
garding a shooting death that 
happened only two-and-a-half 
hours earlier.

Pol i ce  were  c a l l e d  to 
2104 NW 20th at 11:30 p.m. 
Wednesday, where a person 

was found dead. The name and 
identity of the victim has not 
been released.

Grubbs said one man was 
taken into custody and con-
fessed upon arrival at the city 
jail. Jail records showed the sus-
pect was booked into city jail 
for second-degree murder as 
well as county and municipal 
warrants.

The case remains open.
Not all homicides are crimes, 

according to FindLaw.com. 

However, all killings of humans 

are included in the homicide 

definition. Many homicides, 

such as murder and manslaugh-

ter, violate criminal laws. Oth-

ers, such as a killing committed 

in justified self-defense, are not 

criminal. Illegal killings range 

from manslaughter to murder, 

with multiple degrees of each 

representing the gravity of the 

crime.

Lawton records 2 homicides within three hours
LPD involved in one, 
suspect jailed in other

Michael D. Pope/staff

A Lawton police officer stands watch near the scene of a Thursday morning shooting at 1420 NW Hunter Road that involved a Lawton police 

officer. The incident is under investigation by the Oklahoma State Bureau of Investigation.
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Kieley Ash, left, and Madison Muller, Eisenhower 

High School FFA students, carry baskets filled 

with food items. The FFA students from the Law-

ton Public Schools collected 124 baskets over the 

past several weeks to give out to 125 families 

who are in need over the holiday season.
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Lindsey Hoerbert, Eisenhower High 

School FFA teacher, looks over 124 

baskets filled with non-perishable food 

items that will be given out to families 

during the Thanksgiving season.

Baskets for those in need
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The Lawton Board of Educa-
tion will be accepting resumes 
from east Lawton residents who 
are interested in serving as a 
school board member.

Kelly Edwards, who was 
elected to the board in 2018 af-
ter being appointed to the po-
sition in late 2017, tendered 
her resignation Thursday. Ac-
cording to a statement read by 
School Board President Patty 
Neuwirth, Edwards and her 
family recently moved, pur-
chasing property 
that is located 
outside of the 
Lawton Public 
Schools District, 
and that disqual-
ifies her from 
holding a seat 
on the Lawton 
Board of Edu-
cation. Edward’s 
resignation was effective Thurs-
day, according to the statement.

Neuwirth also is asking res-
idents who live in Area 3 to 
submit resumes to Shoemaker 
Education Center if they are 
interested in holding the Area 
3 seat. That area includes the 
attendance areas of Carriage 
Hills, Lincoln, Pioneer Park 
and Sullivan Village elemen-
tary schools. The voting pre-
cincts included that area are 
Precinct 29 E.E. Davis Activ-
ity Building, 3416 Overland; 
Precinct 31 Trinity Assembly 
of God, 202 SE 45th; Precinct 
32 Patterson Community Cen-
ter, 4 NE Arlington; Precinct 
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WASHINGTON — An 
annual defense policy mea-
sure that has passed Con-
gress every year since the 
Kennedy administration 
is in danger of cratering 
next month over a move by 
Democrats to rename mili-
tary bases, such as Fort Ben-
ning, that are named after 
Confederate officers.

President Donald Trump 
opposes renaming bases 

l i k e  Fo r t 
Hood and 
has threat-
ened to veto 
the popular 
m e a s u r e 
o v e r  t h e 
provision, 
which was 
a d d e d  t o 
both the House and Senate 
versions of the so-called de-
fense authorization bill this 
summer.

R e p u b l i c a n s  a r e 

vowing they will not send 
the broader bill to Trump 
if it includes language re-
quiring bases named after 
Confederate officers to be 
renamed. Trump used the 
debate this summer to ap-
peal to Southern voters 
nostalgic about the Con-
federacy, and those appeals 
remain relevant now due to 
two Senate runoff elections 
in Georgia that will deter-
mine control of the cham-
ber during the first two 

Military pay raise at risk in 
dispute over Confederate bases
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The Oklahoma Highway Pa-
trol identified a Lawton woman 
as the second person killed in a 
Saturday evening crash in north-
eastern Comanche County.

Michelle R. Evanoff, 54, died 
at the scene of the fatal wreck.

Evanoff was the passenger of 
a Dodge Ram driven by Kelly L. 
Hale, 61, of Sterling, that failed 
to stop at a stop sign at North-
east 225th Street and Oklahoma 
7 and crashed into an oncoming 
Jeep Grand Cherokee, accord-
ing to the incident report. The 
women were pinned inside the 
Ram for over two hours before 
becoming freed by firefighter.

The driver of the Jeep, 
Christopher F. Wilmeth, 47, 
of Fletcher, was flown to OU 
Health University of Oklahoma 
Medical Center in Oklahoma 
City where he was admitted in 
critical condition with head, 
legs, and internal/external trunk 
injuries, according to the report. 
His condition is unavailable.

Wilmeth’s passenger, Shan-
non R. Wilmeth, 45, of Fletcher, 
was transported to Comanche 
County Memorial Hospital but 
her condition remains unavail-
able.

All drivers and passengers 
were wearing seatbelts.

The cause of the wreck and 
conditions of the drivers remain 
under investigation, the report 
states.

Evanoff and Hale have been 
taken to the State Medical Ex-
aminer’s Office in Oklahoma 
City for autopsy.

Second 
victim of 
fatal crash 
identified

Edwards 
resigns 
school 
board seat
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