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City Cases Deaths Recovered

Lawton 210 3 124

Mangum 66 7 57

Chickasha 39 2 21

Altus 21 1 18

Frederick 22 1 17

Duncan 25 0 14

Anadarko 14 1 8

Comanche 8 1 5

Elgin 5 0 5

Temple 5 2 3

Fort Cobb 4 0 4

Mountain View 3 0 1

Cache 3 0 3

Fletcher 3 0 3

Rush Springs 2 0 2

Hobart 2 0 2

Cyril 2 0 2

Marlow 2 0 2

Apache 3 0 2

Waurika 1 0 1

Indiahoma 1 0 1

Geronimo 1 0 1

Snyder 1 0 1

STATE TOTALS 5,532 299 4,266

STATE CHANGE +148 +5 +95

As of 7 a.m. May 21

Source: Oklahoma State Department of Health

COVID-19 by the numbers

BY GLEN BROCKENBUSH

glen.brockenbush@swoknews.com

For more than 16 years, the Lawton 
Fort Sill Veterans Center was Dorma 
Mortel’s home away from home.

Having been one of the first hires 
when the center was opened in 2003, 
she had been a mainstay from the day 
the doors opened.

But with the center closed to people 
over the age of 65 in response to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, the 89-year-
old Mortel had been unable to go into 
work for the past two months. She 
wasn’t even able to pack up and re-
trieve her personal belongings from 
the building.

So when she decided to finally (and 
reluctantly) retire, a retirement party 
at the center was out of the question.

So her former coworkers brought 
the party to her.

On Thursday, eight employees 
from the Veterans Affairs (VA) Cen-
ter, most of them on one of the cen-
ter’s buses, surprised Mortel at her 
home, presenting her with balloons, 
signs, flowers, an American flag in a 
display case and most of all, a feeling 
of normalcy and warmth. With her 
daughter and granddaughter pres-
ent as well, Mortel received what she 
humbly called a “very nice surprise.”

“I was very surprised,” Mortel said. 
“It’s just so good to see everyone.”

Mortel actually began working for 
the VA Center before it even was open 
to the public. She had already begun 
volunteering while the building was 
still under construction. During that 
time, she was asked if she would be in-
terested in a job as a receptionist. She 
was hired in November and quickly 
became a fixture at the front desk. 
In addition to welcoming guests and 
providing information, she delivered 
mail around the center and walked 
several miles each day.

Along the way, she made friends 
with the guests, residents and other 
employees and volunteers at the cen-
ter. They became her second family, 
and the center was her second home.

“I made some very good friends 
who will always be my friends,” Mor-
tel said. “I truly loved my job. I never, 
ever woke up and dreaded going to 
work, I loved getting to work there.”

The retirement party also served as 
a miniature reunion as well, given that 
Mortel had not seen her friends from 
work in two months. Even with the 
presence of face masks and everyone 
keeping safe distance from one an-
other, it still felt like old times.

“I knew she would have fun with 

VA Center employees bring 
retirement party to woman
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Dorma Mortel is surprised by a group of her coworkers from the Lawton Fort Sill Veterans Center on Thursday. Mortel, one 

of the first employees hired at the center, is retiring after more than 16 years at the center.
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Members of the Lawton po-
lice and fire unions want to see 
some hard figures on projected 
revenues before they agree to 
actions to cut expenditures in 
their departments.

Most of the City of Lawton’s 
general employees are on fur-
lough today, the first of two un-
paid days they will take this fis-
cal year (the second will be June 
12) to trim expenses going into 
the fiscal year that begins July 1. 
City administrators have said 
the city expects to save about 
$350,000 (revised from earlier 
projections of $400,000) if all 
city employees take two days of 
furlough for the remainder of 
the fiscal year. The savings from 
just general employees is about 
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Duty. Honor. Country.
None of these things matter with-

out the men and women who have laid 
down their lives in service to those three 
words.

That’s why retired Lawton Police Offi-
cer Kurt Short realized he has a mission 
this Memorial Day weekend.

At 9 a.m. Saturday, Short will be 
joined by other volunteers to place 8,000 
American flags on the graves at the Fort 
Sill National Cemetery in Elgin.

“Those men and women who have 
been laid to rest out there were more 
than willing to make the sacrifice for our 
freedoms, and I have no problem mak-
ing the sacrifice to honor that,” he said.

Short’s mission originated when he 
saw a news story regarding the Veterans 
Administration, that entity that gov-
erns the national cemeteries, not allow-
ing the usual groups to place flags on 
these hallowed graves this year due to 
COVID-19 prevention measures. He 
contacted officials with the Fort Sill Na-
tional Cemetery and verified the story. 
Then he asked if individuals could come 
out and serve in that role.

“I was told they would be allowed, 
they weren’t going to stop them,” he said.

With that, Short said he contacted a 
company to find out how much money 
was needed to purchase the thousands 
of small flags. It would be a little over 
$5,400 that would be needed.

Short set up a GoFundMe page to 
raise money for the 8,000 flags. In just a 
little over 24 hours, “through the gener-
ous donations of a bunch of people, the 
money was raised and the flags were or-
dered,” he said. The company expedited 
the shipping order and the flags are set 
to arrive today.

“It was a phenomenal response by ev-
erybody,” he said. “They’re the ones who 
deserve the credit, I just had an idea. The 
true credit, of course, goes to the men 
and women laid to rest at Fort Sill, they 
deserve the recognition.”

Revering those who served is some-
thing in Short’s blood. He said he’s an 
Army brat who’s dad was killed in Viet-
nam in 1967. His stepfather also served in 
Vietnam. He has since died and is mak-
ing the Fort Sill National Cemetery his 
final resting place, along with several of 
his friends from the Army.

“As far as I’m concerned everybody 
laid to rest out there is family to me,” he 
said.

Short, a 28-year-veteran of the Lawton 
Police Department, has been serving as 
a Cameron University police officer for 
a little over two years. To serve is to live.

“I was raised with that strong sense of 
duty,” he said.

It’s a sense that’s already filled several 
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Dorma Mortel is surprised by cowork-

ers from the Lawton Fort Sill Veterans 

Center on Thursday.
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A Mangum pharmacist was ordered 
to spend just over three years in federal 
prison and pay over $1 million restitu-
tion after pleading guilty for his role in 
a health care fraud scheme.

Jeffrey Scott Terry, 38, was sentenced 
Thursday to serve 37 months in federal 
prison for the crime, along with three 
years of supervised released, according 
to U.S. Attorney Timothy J. Downing.

Judge Scott L. Palk also ordered 
Terry to complete 100 hours of com-
munity service.

In announcing the sentence, Palk 
cited the nature and seriousness of 
the offense and the need to deter oth-
ers from engaging in similar con-
duct, Downing said in a statement. 
Terry was ordered to pay restitution 
of $328,836.18 to SoonerCare and 
$753,334.13 to Medicare, for a total of 
$1,082,170.31. Palk also ordered Terry 
to forfeit real property in Greer County 
along with a 2016 Dodge Challenger.

According to the March 2019 in-

dictment, Terry was a licensed phar-
macist who began operating Bratton 
Drug at 109 S. Oklahoma in Mangum 
in August 2015. Both the Oklahoma 
Health Care Authority — which ad-
ministers Medicaid under the name 
SoonerCare — and Medicare reim-
bursed Bratton Drug for prescription 
drugs that it dispensed. The indict-
ment alleged that from August 2015 
to September 2018, Terry submitted 
false claims to SoonerCare and Medi-
care Part D for drugs that had not ac-
tually been prescribed or dispensed 
to patients.

In a separate action, the United 
States filed a civil action pursuant 
to the Anti-Fraud Injunction Statute 
and obtained an injunction to prohibit 
Terry from dissipating or alienating 
assets he accumulated as a result of 
the false claims. On Aug. 12, 2019, 
Terry entered a guilty plea before Palk 
to one count relating to Medicaid and 
one count relating to Medicare.

Attorney General Mike Hunter 
cited the role Medicaid and Medicare 
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