
Heart Healthy Luncheon 
Bypass Surgery & Heart Valve Replacement

February 19, 2020 • 11:30AM - 1:00PM 
CCMH Oakwood Conference Center 
Featuring, Dr. Timothy Trotter, Cardiovascular Thoracic Surgeon.

Comanche County Memorial Hospital is the only comprehensive heart program  

in southwest Oklahoma and Oklahoma’s First Primary Heart Attack Center!

$10
Call 580.585.5406 to RSVP by February 14, 2020

Sooners strengthen NCAA resume — 1B

YO U R  S O U R C E  F O R  I N F O R M AT I O N  I N  S O U T H W E S T  O K L A H O M A

The Sunday Lawton

Constitution

R A I N  S H OW E R S  L I K E LY  6 2 � 3 3 |  F E B R UA RY  9 ,  2 0 2 0 | $ 2 . 0 0 |  S WO K N E W S . C O M

Volume 46, No. 29

Home delivery pricing inside.

©2020 Lawton Newspapers, LLC Index Abby.2D Horoscope.3D Obituaries.6B, 2C, 3C Opinion.4A Sports.1B Business.1C

Constitution
MORE THAN

IN COUPON 

SAVINGS IN
SIDE

$100

COMING MONDAY: Shoring up your Facebook privacy settings

BY KIM MCCONNELL

kim.mcconnell@swoknews.com

Residents will make the fi -
nal decision Tuesday on a pro-
posal from the City of Lawton 
that would create a new Capital 
Improvements Program, a� er 
ending two existing sales tax 
programs early.

� e specifi c proposal would 
end the 2015 Sales Tax Exten-
sion and the 2016 Capital Im-
provements Program (CIP) 
fi ve years early, replacing them 
with what would be designated 
as the 2020 CIP. � at program 
would extend the existing 
2.125 percent sales tax — the 
value of the taxes supporting 
the 2015 and 2016 programs 
— through Dec. 31, 2034.

Funding provided by ex-
tending that tax would fi nish 
projects in the 2015 and 2016 
programs while also providing 
revenue for a new slate of proj-
ects, said Mayor Stan Booker, 
one of the proposal’s strongest 
proponents. He and City Man-
ager Michael Cleghorn said 
the proposal will not increase 
Lawton’s sales tax rate: the rate 
would remain the same. Ad-
ditional funding in the $144 
million program comes from 
the fact the tax would be ex-
tended through 2034, rather 
than ending in 2025 as is now 
calculated.

If approved by voters on 
Tuesday, the 2015 and 2016 
programs would officially 
end March 31, while the 2020 
program would begin April 
1 (meaning, no lapse in the 
total 9 percent sales tax now 
charged on goods and services 

purchased in Lawton). With-
out voter approval, the 2015 
and 2016 programs would re-
main as they now are, expiring 
in 2025.

Booker has said repeatedly 
the proposed program is a mat-
ter of economic revitalization 
for the community, one that 
can bring new jobs, new in-
come and new residents to the 
city. While there has been no 
organized opposition, some 
residents have complained 
there are too many projects in-
cluded in the program, that it 
is too costly, or that they would 
rather have the option of pick-
ing the projects they support, 
rather than vote on an all-or-
nothing ballot proposition.

“It all comes back to growth,” 
said Deputy City Manager Bart 
Hadley, explaining the new 
program focuses on projects 
that enhance the community 
and encourage growth, from 
infrastructure upgrades to 
beautifi cation (he said statis-
tics prove the link between aes-
thetics and growth).

Booker said the entire pro-
gram is tied to economic de-
velopment and that is tied to 
population growth. He said it 
is simple economic reality: fed-
eral census offi  cials say Lawton’s 
population has declined 4 per-
cent, while other sources say the 
fi gure is closer to 8 percent.

“That causes problems 
throughout the city,” Booker 
said, explaining the city has 
had to face the challenges pre-
sented by that population loss.

� e ballot is plain in its re-

City residents 
to decide fate 
of 2020 CIP
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A City of Lawton streets employee scatters a salt/sand mixture on 

West Gore Boulevard Wednesday, to lessen problems from snow. 

While the snow was fun for play, it may contribute to deterioration 

of the city’s roads and arterials, part of the reason that the 2020 

Capital Improvements Program includes funding for infrastructure 

maintenance and replacement.

See CIP, 2A

BY SCOTT RAINS

scott.rains@swoknews.com

A passion to share knowledge about the 
“First Great War” on its anniversary led the di-
rector/curator of the U.S. Army Artillery Mu-
seum to fi nd a hands-on method for sharing 
what happened before “Johnny Comes March-
ing Home.”

On Saturday, Gordon A. Blaker dressed as 
an authentic U.S. “doughboy” and shared his 
insights to a couple dozen museum visitors 
anxious to learn fi rst-hand from source and 
replica materials. He began the collection in 
2015 and had it completed within a year.

Asked if he was having fun sharing the ex-
perience, Blaker replied enthusiastically.

“Yep, sure do,” he said. “Sharing this stuff  
with the public, that’s why I got these items.”

Blaker identifi ed all the varied pieces of the 

Hands-on presentation 
engages audience learning 
about World War I at Sill
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Jason Neumann holds and inspects a U.S. Army 

sergeant’s wool coat worn during winter combat 

in the European trenches of World War I.
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Taylor Wine points out a World War I trench shovel to Sage Jones, who’s engrossed in another book 

of insight and information into the war.

See WWI, 3A
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A lease agreement with the City of Lawton 
is clearing the last of the details that must be in 
place before Lawton Farmers Market Institute 
breaks ground on a new complex in downtown 
Lawton this summer.

� e institute announced plans two years ago 
to build an indoor/outdoor facility just south of 
West Gore Boulevard at Southwest 4th Street. 
� e site, directly west of Lawton Police De-
partment, is adjacent to what had been Wayne 
Gilley City Hall before those functions moved 
into Lawton City Hall more than a decade ago.

� e new facility, slated to break ground in 
June, will replace temporary sites at the Co-
manche County Fairgrounds (used during 

warmer months) and Cameron University’s 
Animal Sciences Complex (used November 
through February). The CU property pro-
vides an indoor venue for the popular mar-
ket, something that also will be provided at the 
new downtown facility.

Additionally, that facility will provide in-
door settings for classes that the institute off ers 
while providing an indoor option for a variety 
of other downtown activities, including the 
Arts for All Festival.

� e facility will be built with private fund-
ing and grants on property owned by the City 
of Lawton, then donated to the city once con-
struction is completed, according to the terms 
of the lease approved by the City Council in 

Institute will launch downtown 
farmer’s market project this summer

See Market, 5A


