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City Cases Deaths Recovered

Lawton 313 5 289

Mangum 66 7 57

Chickasha 68 4 59

Altus 33 3 24

Frederick 23 1 22

Duncan 36 0 28

Anadarko 29 1 25

Comanche 12 1 11

Elgin 8 0 7

Temple 5 2 3

Fort Cobb 6 0 6

Mountain View 3 1 2

Cache 5 0 5

Fletcher 3 0 3

Rush Springs 4 0 4

Hobart 2 0 2

Cyril 3 0 3

Marlow 6 0 6

Apache 4 0 4

Waurika 1 0 1

Indiahoma 2 0 2

Geronimo 1 0 1

Snyder 1 0 1

Medicine Park 1 0 1

State Totals 12,642 384 9,155

State Changes +299 +7 +339
Source: Oklahoma State Department of Health

As of 7 a.m. June 27

COVID-19 by the numbers

See inside
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COVID-19 continues to make an im-
pact in Comanche County.

� e virus hit the Lawton sports scene 
Saturday morning when Lawton Public 
Schools (LPS) announced in a press re-
lease that a student-athlete at Eisenhower 
High School tested positive. � e student 
was not identifi ed.

Team members and coaches will 
self-quarantine for 14 days, according to 
LPS Executive Director of Communica-
tions Lynn Cordes. Comanche County 
Health Department offi  cials are conduct-
ing their contact trace.

Eisenhower athletic director and head 
football coach Eric Gibson said the foot-
ball team will not participate in work-
outs and will stay away from team and 
school facilities this week and the fol-
lowing, aiming to reconvene in mid-July 
if all goes well.

“My goal moving forward, unless 
something bad happens, is that we’ll be 
gone a total of 17 days,” Gibson said. 
“Over those 17 days, we’ll see if we need 
to re-evaluate any of our procedures.”

Gibson said he and several of his 
coaches were tested this weekend and 
had negative results. He said he obviously 
hopes it is an isolated incident but has al-
ready seen school districts in other parts 
of the state close their programs tempo-
rarily.

“It was going to happen to someone 
eventually,” Gibson said. “It’s just unfor-
tunate it happened here.”

Cordes said it doesn’t appear the af-
fected athlete infected others.

“Once the student showed signs of ill-
ness and the parent notifi ed the coach, 
there was no contact with other athletes 
at the school facility,” she said.

� e student was participating in prac-

“The second I saw her, I knew my wife was gone. 
The woman I loved wasn’t there anymore.”

CARL INGLE

On the death of his wife
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Flexibility is the key word that 
Lawton Public Schools is keeping 
in mind as its administrators move 
closer to the beginning of the 2020-
2021 school year.

Superintendent Kevin Hime said 
the district will start school in August 
as close to normal as possible. While 
that means reopening classrooms, it 
also will mean safety protocols for 
students and staff  in district build-
ings and expanded virtual options for 
students who aren’t yet comfortable 
with traditional school settings. While 
some decisions have been made, oth-
ers remain under discussion as dis-
trict administrators resolve issues so 
LPS students can begin classes Aug. 
21 in a safe atmosphere that will en-
courage learning.

And, some of those discussions will 
be tempered by the announcement on 

Saturday that a student athlete at Ei-
senhower High School tested positive 
for COVID-19, with district offi  cials 
saying they continue to work under 
strict sanitation protocols and state 
health directives.

In discussions with the Lawton 
Board of Education on � ursday and 
a podcast aimed at parents and staff , 
Hime said nothing is set in stone.

“� e No. 1 goal is still safety,” he 
said.

Hime said the goal is to create as 
many pathways for students as possi-
ble, while allowing students and par-
ents to feel safe about their educa-
tion. In a nod to traditional classroom 
settings, Hime said social interaction 
and the relationships created are an 
important part of the process.

According to surveys that LPS par-
ents have been asked to complete, 65 
percent of students are ready to return 

LPS finalizing plans for students 
to return to school on  Aug. 21

More Information

Acknowledging the continuing 

COVID-19 pandemic, Hime said the 

district will offer three education op-

tions for returning students:

• The traditional framework, where 

the district will restart school Aug. 

21 “like we did in August 2019,” 

Hime said, calling it school as it has 

always been.

• A blended framework, where a 

student will engage in a blend of on-

line/virtual learning and traditional 

learning environments.

• Virtual learning, where a majority 

of the student’s education will take 

place online, although some sec-

ondary level classes such as art 

or music may be held at in-person 

classrooms. This option allow allow 

students to continue concurrent en-

rollment at Great Plains Technology 

Center and Cameron University.
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T
he family sits around the din-
ing room table in a small quiet 
neighborhood on the north side 

of Lawton. � ey’re going through old 
photos, attempting to reclaim two 
weeks of Eva’s life stolen from them by 
the COVID-19 pandemic.

A black and white photo shows a 
vibrant young lady, glowing in a home-
made wedding dress. Another shows 
her decked out in bell bottom overalls, 
clutching a purse and laughing on a 
street somewhere in Germany. Another 
depicts an older, yet handsome woman 
sharing a kiss and a sucker with a tod-
dler in a red dress.

Although more than two months 
have passed, Carl Ingle, daughter Mi-
chelle Camacho and granddaughter 
Vanessa Camacho, are still coming to 
terms with the death of the family ma-

triarch, Eva Ingle. Eva’s death was not 
COVID-19 related, but the virus still 
had a profound eff ect on their lives, and 
deprived them of their fi nal two weeks 
with a wife, mother and grandmother.

From where Vanessa sits, she can see 
the recliner her grandmother once oc-
cupied and the spot on the fl oor where 
Vanessa would sit at her feet to watch 
television. Vanessa was very close to 
her “Na Na,” and some of her earliest 
memories are of watching daytime tele-
vision with Eva, who kept a “hilarious” 
running dialogue about the happenings 
of “Judge Judy” and other shows.

With tears in her eyes, Vanessa tells 
a story about her grandmother’s gou-
lash, a favorite dish of Vanessa’s. When 
younger she asked her grandmother 
if she could “borrow” some goulash. 
From that point on it was a running 
joke between the two.

“Every time she would make gou-

Family comes to terms 
with death of matriarch

Chris Wilson/staff

Vanessa Camacho left, Carl Ingle center, and Michelle Camacho right, look  at family 

photos while still coping with the loss of Eva.

See Eva, 3A
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Lawton police are search-
ing for leads and a suspect in a 
� ursday night double-shoot-
ing that le�  one person hospi-
talized and killed a 65-year-old 
woman.

Investigated as the city’s 11th 
homicide of the year, Crime 
Stoppers has off ered a FIRST 48 
reward for information leading 
to the arrest of a suspect.

Police reported they found 
Mamie Caldwell dead from 
a gunshot wound around 
11:30 p.m. � ursday at a unit in 
the Raintree Apartments, 1401 
SW B, when offi  cers responded 
to a double shooting.

According to the police, 
the second victim, a male, was 
taken to a local hospital and 
listed in stable condition.

“Our detectives are currently 
investigation the shooting and 
trying to piece together why 
this happened,” said Sgt. Eli-
jah Garcia, LPD information 
offi  cer.

Caldwell’s death from vio-
lence is the fi rst since the May 23 
stabbing death of Shaun Loud, 
41, of Lawton. � e suspect in 
that case has been charged with 
fi rst-degree murder and is held 
in the Comanche County De-
tention Center’s custody.

Garcia said that Crime Stop-
pers of Southwest Oklahoma 
issued a First 48 reward of up to 
$5,000 for information leading 
to the arrest of a suspect.

� e First 48 program means 
the normal reward amount will 
double with a tip leading to ar-
rest.

Contact Lawton police or 
Crime Stoppers, 580-355-4636.

See LPS, 2A

City’s 11th 
homicide 

investigated

Care center 
tested, EHS 

tests positive 
for COVID-19
Ike athlete tests positive, care 
center undergoes mass tests, 
Comanche Nation aff ected

See COVID-19, 5A


