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OKLAHOMA CITY — On Tuesday, 
Gov. Kevin Stitt issued a policy that, with 
the right safety protocols, Oklahoma 
schools will be allowed to forgo man-
datory two-week quarantines due to po-
tential COVID-19 exposures.

Citing data from studies in other 
states, he said it’s the safe route to take.

“Refusing to offer in-person school 
is jeopardizing our kids’ education; it’s 
jeopardizing teachers’ careers; and it’s 
jeopardizing the future of the State of 

Oklahoma,” Stitt said in prepared re-
marks.

In a press conference where he was 
joined by Commissioner of Health 
Lance Frye, M.D., and Oklahoma Sec-
retary of Education Ryan Walters, Stitt 
said the updated policy encourages and 
rewards mask wearing in schools. With 
proper COVID-19 protocols in place, 
to include masks, social distancing and 
good hygiene, students and teachers 
will be healthy, he said. This includes 
for their mental and educational health.

The governor cited concerns and data 
that have collided with growing num-

bers of students’ educa-
tional performance fall-
ing. These failures have a 
wide reach.

“These kids are strug-
gling and it’s not their 
fault,” Stitt said. “They 
need to be in their class-
rooms, and they need to 
be with their teachers.”

“It’s jeopardizing kids’ 
education, teacher careers and the state 
of Oklahoma.”

Moving forward as of Tuesday, 
schools that enforce the use of masks 

will not have to quarantine students who 
were potentially exposed to COVID-19 
unless they are showing symptoms.

Walters said that Oklahoma schools 
have been asking for this policy change. 
It goes back to there not being many 
numbers of positive cases from the hun-
dreds of students who have under gone 
quarantine after exposure.

Frye said that over the past near-year, 
“very little spread of COVID-19” has 
been seen in state districts.

Another tool that is expected to fur-
ther protect from harm by the virus is 
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Maj. Gen. Ken Kamper, 
Commanding General of the 
Fires Center of Excellence and 
Fort Sill, said Tuesday that 
the deaths of three soldiers 
between July and December 
2020 are being investigated as 
suicides.

“Suicide is a very personal 
issue for me,” Kamper said in 
an interview Tuesday with The 
Lawton Constitution. “I’ve un-
fortunately got a lot of expe-
rience dealing with suicides, 
so this topic is very personal 
to me. I’ve never met a single 
family member who wouldn’t 
do anything to get their loved 
one back.”

Kamper said as a brigade 
commander during the height 
of the Iraq war, several sol-
diers connected to his com-
mand committed suicide. He 
said he personally met with 
the families of each soldier 
and that experience had a pro-
found effect on him.

Since September Kamper 
said he has been holding value 
of life forums where he or Fort 

Sill Command Sgt. Maj. Ste-
phen Burnley visit with sol-
diers to discuss the impor-
tance of leadership and the 
value each soldier has to their 

units and fam-
ilies as well as 
listen to the 
soldiers’ con-
cerns.

T h e  a c -
t i v e - d u t y 
Army has seen 
a 30 percent in-
crease in 2020 

of deaths by suicide — from 
88 deaths in 2019 to 114 by 
October 2020, according the 
Pentagon’s annual report on 
suicide. Kamper said on aver-
age Fort Sill sees two to three 
suicides per year.

The Army, in a joint state-
ment published on army.mil 
on Oct. 1, 2020, by Secretary 
of the Army Ryan McCarthy 
and Army Chief of Staff Gen. 
James McConville, said that 
COVID-19 had motivated the 
Army to boost mental health 
services for soldiers.

“The Army is committed 
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The City Council agreed 
Tuesday that City Manager 
Michael Cleghorn can desig-
nate City of Lawton employ-
ees to help with the COVID-19 
vaccination process being co-
ordinated by the Comanche 
County Health Department.

Council members were 
unanimous in their endorse-
ment of a request from Brandie 
Combs, regional director of 
the Oklahoma State Depart-
ment of Health’s Region 5, 
seeking assistance from the 
city for educational efforts on 
the vaccine process and man-
ning telephone calls from res-
idents. Comb’s 10-county re-
gion in Southwest Oklahoma 
includes Comanche County.

Combs said she was seek-
ing temporary assistance with 
the process that almost every-
one at the Comanche County 
Health Department is involved 
in working, as they begin in-
oculating residents with the 
vaccine that offers protection 
against COVID-19. Combs 
said her region has deployed 
PODs (points of distribution) 
in Comanche County on Mon-
days, Wednesdays and Fridays, 

along with PODs once or twice 
a week throughout Region 5.

“Now, we’re in the critical 
time in the pandemic,” Combs 
said, noting while she has suf-
ficient personnel to handle 
inoculations, based on the 
amount of vaccine designated 
to Southwest Oklahoma, other 
areas are lacking. “We need 
help.”

That help could come in the 
form of communicating with 
the group now designated 
to receive the vaccine: those 
age 65 and older. Combs said 
while not everyone in this de-
mographic is without technical 

abilities, many are challenged 
by the digital directions to sign 
up for appointments and have 
been trying traditional meth-
ods to get information.

“We’re being overrun with 
phone calls,” Combs said, ex-
plaining many residents are 
calling the health department 
to get the information they 
need and have been unsuccess-
ful because of the overwhelm-
ing demand for information 
and the lack of people to pro-
vide it.

That is especially important 
because residents who want 
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A Lawton man, 19, who is 
in jail for other break-ins, is 
accused of being a serial-bur-
glar after he received another 
trio of charges.

Dallas Lewis Chasenah 
made his initial appearance 
Tuesday in Comanche County 
District Court where he was 
charged with three separate 
cases where he received sec-
ond-degree burglary and con-
spiracy to commit second-de-
gree burglary, as well as one 

count of contributing to the 
delinquency of minors, re-
cords indicate. Each conspir-

acy count is 
punishable by 
up to 10 years 
in prison.

According 
to the probable 
cause affida-
vit, Chasenah 
and a juvenile 
admitted to 

breaking out the glass door 
of BZ Distributors, 4513 W. 

Council agrees city employees 
can help with vaccine process

Chris Wilson/staff

People wait in line or in the parking lot last week to get their dose of the vaccine, as the Comanche 

County Health Department works to process everyone through.

Chris Wilson/staff

Comanche County Health Department employees prepare doses 

of the COVID-19 vaccine.
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