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YO U R  S O U R C E  F O R  I N F O R M AT I O N  I N  S O U T H W E S T  O K L A H O M A

The Lawton

Constitution

Index Abby.5A, 4B Horoscope.5A, 4B Obituaries.6A, 7A Opinion.4A Sports.1B Stocks.6B

If a Medicine Park man 
wins election next week, he 
will become a defendant in 
his own lawsuit.

Charles Callich is one of 
three candidates for an open 
seat on the Town Board. Cal-
lich, his wife Christa and Janis 
Holmes all filed a lawsuit last 
year against the Town of Med-
icine Park, the Town Board of 
Trustees for the Town of Med-
icine Park, Medicine Park 
Properties and David and 
Candace McCoy.

At issue is a development 
project by the McCoys. The 
McCoys have been issued 
building permits to build 
rental cabins, one of which 
will be adjacent to property 
owned by the Callichs and 
Holmes, according to court 
documents.

The lawsuit alleges that the 
McCoys have violated city 
code by building more than 
one cabin on a lot. The suit 

also alleges that the McCoys 
were issued the building per-
mit for residential use, but in 
fact intend to rent the cabins, 
thereby making them for com-
mercial use.

An attorney for the defen-
dants filed paperwork on July 
6, 2020, seeking to dismiss the 
suit.

This is not the first time 
Callich has served on the 
Medicine Park Town Board. 
Callich was elected in April 
2015 to a four-year term as 
a member of the board of 
trustees. He was appointed 
mayor at the next meeting. He 
stepped down from that posi-
tion Nov. 9, 2015, citing family 
issues, according to Constitu-
tion reports.

Callich resumed his may-
oral position April 28, 2016.

Callich was a trustee and 
mayor in July 2016 when 
he abruptly resigned both 
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Fort Sill Garrison Command Sgt. Ma-
jor Russell Blackwell took time Monday 
for Vietnam Veterans Day, to honor all 
veteran’s who served during the Vietnam 
War. He presented those in attendance 
with a commemorative Vietnam Vet-
eran lapel pin.

“This is important because the young 
men and women that served at that time, 
did so in a time in our nation’s history 
when it wasn’t the most popular thing to 
do,” Blackwell said during the ceremony. 
“There was a lot going on in our coun-
try at that time, like President Kennedy 
being assassinated, another president 
was caught up in the Watergate scandal, 
we had the civil rights movement and 
the Cold War. Many so young soldiers 
today still can’t point to Vietnam on a 
map, so I’m going to recognize a few 
of our veterans here today by handing 
them this pin.”

Vietnam Veterans Day commemo-
rates the sacrifices of Vietnam veterans 
and is part of a national effort to rec-
ognize the men and women who were 
denied a proper welcome upon return-
ing home nearly 50 years ago. It began 
in 2012 and is scheduled to continue 
through Nov. 11, 2025, to commemorate 
the 50th anniversary of the last Ameri-
can troops to leave Vietnam.

The commemoration honors all vet-
erans who served on active duty in the 
U.S. Armed Forces at any time from Nov. 
1, 1955, to May 15, 1975, regardless of 
location.

The pins features an American ea-
gle head facing left on the front, which 
represents honor and dedicated ser-
vice to our Nation, said Blackwell. The 
front is ringed in blue which symbol-
izes vigilance, perseverance and justice. 
Six stars near the eagle head represent 
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In the Brown household, Avani’s 
parents were willing to change their 
work day when the COVID-19 
pandemic prompted their decision 
to put the third-grader in Lawton 
Public Schools’ virtual academy.

“I didn’t feel it was safe for her to 
be in school. I would have been wor-
ried sick about her, coming home 
and thinking she had COVID,” said 
Tiffany Brown, explaining her deci-
sion to remove her daughter from 
the traditional classroom setting for 
the 2020-2021 school year to keep 
her in a virtual setting in her own 
home.

That doesn’t mean the decision 
wasn’t — and continues to be — 
difficult. There are challenges, es-
pecially for a third-grader, Brown 
said, explaining, for example, that 
her daughter has complained 
about not being able to find things 
out, in terms of school assignments 
and learning.

“It’s different than being in a 
classroom,” she said of that direct 
interaction with a teacher.

It’s not just the teacher. Her 
daughter misses her friends from 
school, “not being able to talk to 
anyone but her friend across the 
street,” Brown said, explaining 
social interaction is a big part of 
her daughter’s school experience 
and that hasn’t been possible this 
school year.

The challenge also involves the 
older members of the household, 
who both work and both take a 
role in their daughter’s educa-
tion. For the Browns, that meant 
a change in work habits.

“My husband decided to work 
the overnight shift, so he could 
be with her,” Brown said, explain-
ing that because she works days, 
her husband oversees Avani’s 
school day as she attends daytime 
classes. “A lot of homework is 

This is part of a Lawton Constitution series 

of articles about students, parents, teachers 

and administrators involved in Lawton Public 

Schools’ virtual classes. The stories are told 

from multiple points of view.

Candidate could be defendant 
to his own lawsuit if he wins

Sill honored Vietnam 
veterans with lapel pins
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Fort Sill Garrison Command Sgt. Major Russell Blackwell presented Dan Pantalia, an 

Army veteran who served multiple tours in Vietnam during his nearly 20 year career, 

with a pin honoring Vietnam veterans for their service.
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Fort Sill Garrison Command Sgt. Major 

Russell Blackwell presented Vietnam Vet-

erans with a commemorative lapel pin 

Monday, in honor of Vietnam Veterans 

Day. “This is important because the young 

men and women that served at that time, 

did so in a time in our nation’s history 

when it wasn’t the most popular thing to 

do,” Blackwell said during the ceremony.

See Vets, 2A

Mother believes 
virtual learning 
best option

See Virtual, 2A

Courtesy photo

Workmen continue the construction of two greenhouses on the Cameron University campus. Made 

possible by a grant from the McMahon Foundation, the greenhouses should be completed by the be-

ginning of the fall 2021 semester and will provide hands-on experiences for CU students.

Greenhouses going up at Cameron University

See Lawsuit, 2A
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An arrest warrant was issued 
Monday for a Lawton man accused 
of stabbing a 30-year-old woman 
to death.

The Comanche County District 
Court issued a felony arrest war-
rant for James Wes-
ley Jacobs Jr., 34, 
for an allegation of 
first-degree man-
slaughter as well 
as a misdemeanor 
count of assault and 
battery, records in-
dicate. Due to two 
prior felony convic-
tions, the felony is punishable by 
no less than eight years in prison.

Jacobs is accused of stabbing 
Bobbie Jean Willis, 30, to death the 
morning of March 22, according 
to the charge.

Lawton police were called 
shortly after 4:30 a.m. when Wil-
lis arrived suffering multiple stab 
wounds to her head and upper and 
lower body. She succumbed to her 
injuries shortly after 5 a.m.

The woman who drove Willis to 
the hospital told police Willis had 
been at her house at 710 SW Seda-
lia; they both have children with 
Jacobs, according to the warrant 
affidavit. Another man was also 
staying at the home.

She said she heard the front 
door open during the night and 
Jacobs walked inside. Moments 
later, Willis came to her room and 
said, “baby momma, he stabbed 
me,” the affidavit states. She saw 
blood but didn’t know the severity 
of her injuries. Jacobs was calling 
everyone “weirdos” and accused 
Willis and the man of having sex.

The woman locked herself in 
the bathroom and heard Jacobs 
yelling at and assaulting the man. 
According to the affidavit, Jacobs 
helped put Willis in the vehicle for 
transport.

Willis’ death is the city’s third 
homicide of the year.

Jacobs has prior felony convic-
tions from Comanche County: 
January 2012, using a vehicle in 
the discharge of a weapon; Feb-
ruary 2018, assault and/or battery 

Arrest warrant 
issued for man 
accused in 
stabbing death
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