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torch relay for olympics kicks off 121-day journey — 1B
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Comanche Nation Law Enforcement 
has been enlisted to investigate the sus-
pended chairman of the tribe.

On March 18, the Comanche Business 
Committee released a statement regarding 
the status of Chairman William Nelson Sr.

“As the investigation continues, Chair-
man Nelson is not authorized to be on the 
tribal complex grounds or included in the 
Nation’s business. He is not authorized to 
conduct business or represent the Nation 
while on suspension.”

The business committee stated tribal 
operations will continue “as his suspen-

sion has no impact on run-
ning the day-to-day opera-
tions of the Nation.”

Comanche Nation Law 
Enforcement was called in 
to investigate Nelson fol-
lowing the passage of a 
resolution first proposed 

by Committee person No. 
2 Diana Gail Sovo-Doyebi 

during the March 6 monthly meeting of 
the committee. The resolution called for 
Nelson to be suspended and to turn in 
all Comanche Nation-owned computer 
equipment, including his laptop, jump 
drives, keys and cell phones. It also would 
make him ineligible to seek any leadership 
position or employment within Coman-
che Nation and/or any of its entities until 
the investigation is complete.

The information Sovo-Doyebi cited as 
the reason of need for an investigation:

•Contracts initiated and signed by Nel-
son that were suspected to be outside le-
gal quorum and under no legal review by 
counsel under “false presentation.”

•Actions directed without a legal quo-
rum.

•The illegal movement of funds from 
60 percent operations to 40 percent per 
cap account fund in excess of $3 million.

•The discovery of bank accounts un-
known to the CBC, including debit cards 
from account No. 7474 with BancFirst 
that remain open after actions to termi-
nate them. Sovo-Doyebi also cited ques-
tionable charges to the account.

•Changes to the CBC-approved pro-
posed Fiscal Year 2021-2022 line-item 
budget that were agreed to in a prior CBC 
meeting. The numbers had to be corrected 
and justified in the February meeting of 
the CBC.

Following an executive session on 
March 8, the committee members signed 
an amended version of the original resolu-
tion, putting the investigation into effect.

Nelson, who has two months left in his 
term as chairman, told The Constitution 
the tribe’s police contacted him the next 
day and asked him to bring his tribal ve-
hicle to their office and turn it in. He was 
told that as of March 10 he is banned from 
the Tribal Complex, north of Lawton, as 
well as his office.

Nelson has said he will continue to 
serve in his role until out of office.
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Richard Ogin said the City Coun-
cil’s decision to repeal Lawton’s mask 
mandate was a good one and will re-
vitalize the business community.

Frantzie Couch is critical of what 
she sees as a shortsighted decision, 
saying it was made without public 
input and or regard to the fact that 
the COVID-19 pandemic is not over.

As residents continue to debate 
the issue, business owners are react-
ing to the fact that Lawton no longer 

has an ordinance requiring commer-
cial businesses and other indoor ven-
ues open to the public to post and 
enforce a mandate for masks/facial 
coverings. Council members and city 
staff members have been careful to 
say that while the city no longer re-
quires masks, they urge residents to 
respect the wishes of businesses and 
entities that do.

The mandate Lawton put into 
place in July 2020 has drawn re-
peated fire from residents and busi-
ness owners because of what they 

DUNCAN — The Duncan Po-
lice department has identified the 
individual found dead in the 1100 
block of North 7th on Tuesday as 
Keith Daniel Williams, 26, of Dun-
can.

An individual walking near 
the railroad tracks near North 7th 
around 10:30 a.m. Tuesday spotted 
the body and called police.

Two individuals were arrested 
in connection with the shooting 
death of Williams. Rebecca Eliz-
abeth Farber, 36, of Duncan and 
Koby William Tidwell, 25, of Dun-
can were booked into the Stephens 
County Jail on Tuesday. Formal 
charges are expected to be filed 
later this week, according to a 
press release from the police de-
partment.

Williams’ body was transported 
to the Medical Examiner’s Office 
in Oklahoma City where an au-
topsy will be performed, according 
to the press release.
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A Comanche County jury 
found a 35-year-old man guilty 
of 11 of 13 counts for a July 2019 
incident that the prosecutor de-
scribed as “traumatic and vile.”

Following a short deliberation, 
the jury recom-
mended on Tues-
day he serve 339 
years in prison.

Rick Adam Ver-
din, 35, of Lawton, 
was found guilty 
of felony charges 
of assault with a 
deadly weapon, 
three counts of 
kidnapping and a 
count of posses-
sion of a firearm 
after former fel-
ony conviction, 
first-degree rape, 
two counts of as-
sault with a deadly 
weapon, performing lewd acts 
in the presence of a minor, child 
abuse and kidnapping. The rape 
charge, with three prior felony 
convictions, is punishable by up 
to death.

He was found not guilty of rape 
by instrumentation and domes-
tic assault and battery resulting 
in great bodily harm, records in-
dicate.

First Assistant District Attor-
ney Kyle Cabelka said six of the 
11 guilty cases would have to have 

Man found 
guilty in 
violent case

Jury recommends 339 
years in prison

VERDIN

CABELKA

Scott Rains/staff

David DeJesus sends his Frisbee flying towards its destination while taking 

in a round of Frisbee golf earlier in the month at Elmer Thomas Park. Balmy 

weather and blue skies offered invitation to a number of visitors out and taking 

advantage of the perfect day.

Perfect form on a perfect day

Lawton business owners 
making decisions to  
wear or not wear masks
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Edward’s Men’s Wear owner Eddie Hamra shows off the sign he created to re-

flect his business stance on Lawton’s repeal of the mask mandate. While cus-

tomers have a choice, his staff will continue to wear masks.

See Masks, 3A

See Guilty, 2A


