
Heart Healthy Luncheon 
Bypass Surgery & Heart Valve Replacement

February 19, 2020 • 11:30AM - 1:00PM 
CCMH Oakwood Conference Center 
Featuring, Dr. Timothy Trotter, Cardiovascular Thoracic Surgeon.

Comanche County Memorial Hospital is the only comprehensive heart program  

in southwest Oklahoma and Oklahoma’s First Primary Heart Attack Center!

$10
Call 580.585.5406 to RSVP by February 14, 2020

COMING THURSDAY: The season for landscaping is here 
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Elaine Farley-Moore inserts her ballot into the machine at St. Paul’s United Methodist Church during 

voting Tuesday for the City of Lawton Capital Improvements Program.
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A Lawton City Council committee has selected two options to 

honor C.H. Brazzel, longtime Lawton law enforcement officer, who 

died in a single-vehicle accident in January.

BY MITCH MEADOR

mmeador@swoknews.com

The two biggest reasons to 
get every single person counted 
in the 2020 census are federal 
dollars and having your state’s 
voice heard in the U.S. House 
of Representatives, according 
to Emily Kelley, the U.S. Cen-
sus Bureau’s partnership coor-
dinator for Kansas and Okla-
homa.

Census Day is April 1, 2020. 
The people who live here in the 
Lawton-Fort Sill area will re-
ceive their “Invitation to Re-
spond to the Census” begin-
ning around March 12.

Kelley said it’s really import-
ant that when you receive that 
invitation, open that envelope, 
get your unique code out, go 
online right then and respond 
to the census. If you don’t have 
a computer, the library is get-
ting mobilized to help you re-

spond using its computers.
Not only will it help ensure 

an accurate count, but it will 
save the Census Bureau tax 
dollars. It won’t have to hire as 
many people to get the work 
done locally.

Article 1, Section 2 of the 
U.S. Constitution mandates 
a census every 10 years. Ev-
ery single person living in the 
United States as of April 1, 
2020, will be counted as part 
of the 2020 census – not just 
U.S. citizens, not just people of 
voting age. That means babies 
born on April 1 count, as do 
foreign exchange students who 
are here studying at Cameron 
University and military fami-
lies who are stationed here at 
Fort Sill.

“The most important thing 
to remember is that the cen-
sus count helps determine the 
federal funding that comes into 

Accurate census count 
spells dollars, political clout

See Census, 2A

BY KIM MCCONNELL

kim.mcconnell@swoknews.com

City of Lawton officials are 
exploring two ideas to honor 
the late C.H. Brazzel: a statue 
and a sign giving his name to 
the new public safety facility.

Four City Council members 
made the decision Tuesday, as 
the city seeks ways to memo-
rialize a man known to a ma-
jority of Lawtonians. Although 
Brazzel served with the Law-
ton Police Department for 45 
years, friends said he was better 
known as a man whose com-
passion encompassed a wide 
variety of residents for a variety 
of reasons.

Almost immediately after 
Brazzel’s death in late January, 
residents took to social media 
to discuss ways to memorial-

ize him. For many, the obvi-
ous choice was naming Law-
ton’s new public safety facility 
— which will become the new 
home of Lawton Police De-
partment — for the man who 
served his career in the ex-
isting police station and who 
had looked forward to the new 
building that also will house 
the city jail, municipal court 
and the firefighting crews of 
Central Fire Station.

Council committee mem-
bers acknowledged that resi-
dential proposal Tuesday, say-
ing they agree the building 
should have Brazzel’s name.

But council members and 
some residents also said some-
thing more is needed, and the 
idea the committee liked the 
best was a life-sized statue of 

Council committee 
selects 2 options  

for Brazzel memorial

See Brazzel, 3A

BY KIM MCCONNELL

kim.mcconnell@swoknews.com

Lawton voters overwhelmingly approved 
a new Capital Improvements Program Tues-
day, clearing the way for a new set of projects 
to be funded without raising the existing sales 
tax rate.

The final vote pleased Mayor Stan Booker, 
one of the program’s most vocal proponents, 
who said the next step is moving forward with 
projects.

The issue passed by a 64.19 percent major-
ity, or 2,787 “yes” votes and 1,555 “no” votes. 
In all, 4,342 residents cast ballots in the city-
wide election.

As approved, the proposition will end the 
2015 Sales Tax Extension and the 2016 Cap-
ital Improvements Program effective March 
31. The combined value of those two sales tax 
programs — 2.125 percent — will continue 
April 1 as the 2020 CIP, a program that com-
bines unfinished projects from the 2015 and 
2016 programs with new projects that range 
from designated funding for industrial devel-
opment, to waterline and sewer line work, to 
an indoor youth sports complex.

Booker and other supporters have said the 
projects set for the new CIP are vital to mov-
ing the community forward, and Booker said 
at the end of Tuesday’s council meeting that 
the proposed projects “are very needed for 
our growth.”

“These are exciting times to be in Law-
ton-Fort Sill,” he said.

“Lawton is a community worth investing in, 
as demonstrated by voters today at the polls,” 

said City Manager Michael Cleghorn. “Our ad-
ministration is pleased to move forward with 
the many plans and projects outlined in the 
2020 CIP. Staff will work alongside the people 
we serve for the utmost community involve-
ment and outreach throughout the initiatives 
of this program, and at the direction of Lawton 
City Council.”

After the meeting, Booker said the next step 
is a deep breath, then he will ask the city man-
ager to press forward with request for pro-
posals from firms interested in creating a new 
parks master plan. That project was set as the 
first step needed before the city begins spend-
ing money allocated for parks and recreation, 
a $20 million category that includes up to $8 
million for the indoor sports complex.

Booker said he expects other projects to 
begin, noting that after months of crafting the 
new program and explaining it to voters, city 
officials are “ready to get the ball rolling.”

Under the terms of the new program, sales 
tax dedicated to the city’s CIP would remain 
at 2.125 percent (out of the total 9 percent that 
people shopping in Lawton now pay). One-half 
percent of that total would be designated as 
“indefinite,” meaning it will not expire when 
the remainder of the tax expires Dec. 31, 2034.

Ordinance 19-30, approved by the coun-
cil in November, specifies how the funding 
will be spent. In addition to completing proj-
ects in the 2015 and 2016 programs, there are 
nine new project categories: water and sewer 
system improvements, including construc-
tion of a $17 million plant to treat water taken 

Lawton voters 
pass new CIP

See CIP, 3A


