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Mac, LHS square off on the basketball court — 1B
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Mitch Meador/staff

Sgt. Zak Baker, a wheeled vehicle mechanic with 66th Forward Support Company, 

3rd Battalion, 13th Field Artillery, checks the oil on a humvee as part of his job in the 

“Red Dragon” motor pool. As the first to find an injured hiker last Saturday, Baker was 

able to render first aid.

BY MITCH MEADOR

mmeador@swoknews.com

Two Fort Sill soldiers were the first to 
reach an injured hiker during a search 
and rescue operation last Saturday at 
the Wichita Mountains Wildlife Refuge.

Sgt. Zak Baker, a wheeled vehicle 
mechanic with 66th 
Forward Support Com-
pany, 3rd Battalion, 13th 
Field Artillery, said he’s 
been in the Army go-
ing on five years, and 
he goes hiking at the 
refuge just about every 
chance he gets  — two 
to three weekends out 
of the month. He gen-
erally likes to get at least 
four miles in.

That day he went 
with a buddy from his 
unit, Sgt. 1st Class Chris 
Vogleman. They started 
off for the base of Crab 

Eyes at 10 a.m. and got 
there about 11:15 a.m. That’s when 
they saw the Air Evac rescue helicop-
ter flying around, so they decided to 
make their way back to where they had 
parked their cars.

At Sunset Picnic Area they found an 
ambulance driver and a base of opera-
tions. They asked the driver what was 
going on, and he informed them there 
was a fallen hiker.

Vogleman and Baker decided they 
would go up Elk Mountain to help find 
him.

“We ended up actually getting to 
him prior to any fire rescue or (refuge) 
crews,” Baker said. “We had no idea 
where he was. We just got lucky. And 

Sill soldiers 
first to reach 
injured hiker
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Healyn and Curtis Miller laugh as they try to keep their masks on during a masquerade ball Friday at the Lawton Fort Sill Veter-

ans Center. The ball was sponsored by Brookridge Retirement Center.

Masquerade Ball held at Veterans Center
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After just under two hours of 
deliberation Friday, a Comanche 
County jury found a 45-year-old 
man not guilty of lewd acts with a 
child.

Kevin Crisel, 45, had been on trial 
this week for a December 2018 fel-
ony charge of lewd or indecent acts 
with a child under 12. He has been 
free on $25,000 bond for the alle-
gation since he was 
charged with the fel-
ony count on Dec. 7, 
2018, records indi-
cate.

With support from 
his wife, six children 
and assorted other 
relatives filling the 
gallery near the de-
fense, Crisel waited with his coun-
sel with anticipation. An air of shock 
filled the courtroom with the read-
ing of the verdict.

Crisel was accused of molesting 
the girl from 2009 to 2012 when 
she was between the ages of 5 and 
8 years old. Now 16, the girl’s testi-
mony came early in the trial after the 
jury was seated Tuesday.

After walking the jury through 
the particulars of the jury instruc-
tions and reminding them that the 
best evidence of the trial was found 
in “the witness chair right here,” First 
Assistant District Attorney Kyle Ca-
belka then turned it over to Crisel’s 
counsel, Dave Smith of Norman.

Smith told the jury to look at the 
lack of evidence as one of the keys to 
making their judgment simple. He 
said the now-teen girl would have had 
to lie about his client’s responsibility 
in the crime to prove the State’s case.

“They have to prove she lied 
twice,” he said. “That one thing is 
the nail in the coffin to this case.”

The girl was the victim from an 
adjudicated case involving Crisel’s 
brother. Anthony Douglass Cri-
sel Jr., 25, was convicted in March 
2018 of lewd or indecent acts to a 
child under 16 due, in large part, 
from her testimony. He received six 
years to serve with Department of 
Corrections, followed by a year of 
post-conviction supervision by the 
Department of Corrections and he 
is to register as a sex offender.

According to the court affidavit, 
the 10-year-old victim told Crisel of 
the more than nine months of abuse 
at his brother’s hands.

Crisel has a pending trial for 
charges related to that case. Smith 
and Cabelka also are the lawyers of 
record for that case. He was charged 
in August 2016 with a felony charge 
of child endangerment. He has been 
free on $50,000 bond since Septem-
ber 2016.

Following that case, the girl later 
came to the District Attorney’s Of-
fice in 2018 to report the allegations 
brought to light with this week’s trial.

“When she was asked why it took 
so long (to report the abuse by Cri-
sel), she said ‘I was confused, young 
and I didn’t know what was going 
on.’ That’s what she was told to say.”

Smith noted that the girl said the 
first time she was abused by Crisel 
was in his brother’s room when she 
was 5 years old. The defender alleged 
that she dreamed it had happened 
and, that if it had, that it was An-
thony Douglass Crisel Jr. who com-
mitted it.

Smith told the jury there’s a good 

Jury finds 
Crisel not 

guilty
Case still pending for child 

endangerment

CRISEL

See Trial, 2A

See Rescue, 2A

BY PAUL VANTINE

paul.vantine@swoknews.com

Cultural awareness expert 
Rafiq Antar, from Morocco, 
was the guest speaker at the 
annual Brig. Gen. Charles B. 
Allen leadership luncheon at 
Cameron University on Fri-
day.

Antar was born in Mo-

rocco and educated in France 
and the U.S. He was on the 
Morocco Basketball Olympic 
National team.

Antar has spent the last 15 
years in cross cultural train-
ing of soldiers as a member 
of the Army Culture Center. 
His work focuses on pre-de-
ployment training. He has 
trained over 100,000 soldiers. 

Antar is also the Director of 
Instructions for the Cadet 
Command Culture Under-
standing Leadership Pro-
gram (CULP), having men-
tored over 1,000 cadets.

Morocco was the first 
nation to recognize Amer-
ica as an independent na-
tion after the Revolutionary 
War, Antar noted. “Mo-

rocco has always been a 
part of the U.S.”

Antar said he first started 
to learn English when he 
heard the song “Hotel Cal-
ifornia” by the Eagles. An-
tar said it was amazing years 
later to see the Eagles live in 
concert in America.

When he was in Morocco, 

Cultural expert speaks to cadets at Cameron

See Culture, 2A


