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Despite a pandemic and his-
toric snowfall that delayed pro-
duction and rehearsals, the na-
tion’s longest-running annual 
Easter passion play goes into 
full swing this weekend.

The 96th annual Prince of 
Peace Easter Pageant is set to 
begin 8:30 p.m. Saturday at the 
Holy City of the Wichitas. The 
production is free to the public 
with guests watching and par-
ticipating from “Audience Hill.”

This will mark the pageant’s 
96th anniversary, an event that 
did not seem likely to happen 
since its postponement an-
nouncement in March 2020 and 
later single performance in Oc-
tober 2020.

“This is my 54th year in the 
play and not doing the play 
would be heartbreaking,” long-
time pageant director Allan 
Corrales said. “It’s so important 

not only to the community but 
to the Holy City also. The dona-
tions help maintain the build-
ings and keep this place going.”

During the fall, the Holy City 
was in dire need of financial as-
sistance, Corrales said. Due to 
the pandemic and the belief 
the city was federally funded 
because it was on federal land, 
donations drastically declined. 
However, a campaign to raise 
money and keep the city gates 
open rescued the site from the 
“danger zone.” Now, with a full 
pageant schedule, Corrales and 
city board members hope the 
pageant will bring in enough 
funds to keep the city open for 
the foreseeable future.

The cast and crew has spent 
about six weeks rehearsing and 
preparing for the two shows, 
battling wintry weather and 
COVID-19 related deaths of 
several long-time members of 
the production crew, Corrales 

Prince of Peace Easter Pageant kicks off Saturday
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In this file photo from the 2019 production, Roman soldier cast members duel with each other while 

waiting in between scenes during dress rehearsals for the Holy City of the Wichitas Easter Pageant.
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Lawton’s annual celebration 
of the Fourth of July will go on 
this year, after being canceled in 
2020 because of the COVID-19 
pandemic.

The City Council signed off 
on 2021 Freedom Festival this 
week, unanimously agreeing an 
abbreviated celebration could 
take place in Elmer Thomas 
Park on June 26, the weekend 
before July 4. But, the decision 
to schedule a shorter-than-nor-
mal event has more to do with 
the intense heat that is com-
mon with Southwest Okla-
homa summers than fears of 
COVID-19, said Deputy City 
Manager Bart Hadley as he pre-
sented the information to coun-
cil members.

The celebration, with mu-
sic events, family activities and 

what supporters call the largest 
fireworks display in the area, 
will be one of the biggest events 
held in Southwest Oklahoma in 
more than a year, following can-
cellation of almost every public 
event in 2020 as a concession to 
COVID-19. It also marks a grad-
ual return to normalcy for the 
City of Lawton, with the coun-
cil’s decision on Tuesday follow-
ing on the heels of its unanimous 
vote to repeal the mask mandate.

“Thank you for bringing 
back fireworks,” said Ward 2 
Councilman Keith Jackson, 
who helped create the event 
that allows Lawtonians to cele-
brate the nation’s birthday. “I’m 
excited.”

“And, the community needs 
it,” said Mayor Stan Booker, 
adding the celebration still will 
be a scaled-back celebration.

City staff and community 

Council sets Freedom 
Festival for June 26
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In this June 2019 file photo, fireworks light up the 

night sky at Freedom Fest in Elmer Thomas Park. City 

Council has signed off to an abbreviated celebration 

of the 2021 Freedom Festival. The festival could take 

place June 26.
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Samuel Speer, right, an associate at the Goodyear tire plant, receives his 

first dose of the COVID-19 vaccine from OU nursing student Mark Vue at a 

clinic held by Comanche County Memorial Hospital at the Goodyear plant 

Thursday. Goodyear and Memorial will hold another clinic today.

Goodyear employee gets vaccinated
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Lawton-Fort Sill Regional Airport’s 
runway is operational after comple-
tion of an improvement project to seal 
cracks, replace damaged concrete pan-
els and install underground drains, Air-
port Director Barbara McNally said 
Tuesday.

That project had closed the airport’s 
runway in December, forcing aviation 
traffic to use the parallel Taxiway A. But, 
because the taxiway is shorter than the 
runway, larger aircraft have not been 
able to use the Lawton airport. Large 
military flights had been shifted to 
Oklahoma City and American Eagle 
(which operates commercial flights be-
tween Dallas-Fort Worth and Lawton) 
had been using smaller jets to accom-
modate the shorter landing surface of 
the taxiway.

McNally said with the runway oper-
ational, officials expect American Ea-
gle to resume using its larger jets for 
its three daily flights, although that has 

Lawton airport’s 
runway operational

Comanche County Courthouse will 
keep its mask mandate in place, county 
officials said late Thursday.

Central District Commissioner Johnny 
Owens said he met with elected officials 
and department heads in the courthouse to 
discuss recent actions by the City Council 
to repeal the mask mandate that had ap-
plied to commercial buildings and other in-
door entities accessible to the public. While 
the council lifted its mandate, members 
also said they support the right of busi-
nesses and other entities to keep mandates 
in place. Several — including the City of 
Lawton for its facilities — already have said 
their mask requirements will remain in 
place.

In a statement, county officials said 

Brandie Combs, regional director of the 
Oklahoma State Department of Health’s 
Region 5, attended the county meeting to 
brief the officials and answer questions.

“After much discussion, and with a con-
sensus of the group, the decision was made 
to continue to require the use of face masks 
to enter the courthouse,” Owens said in a 
statement.

Courthouse personnel also will continue 
to conduct temperature checks before visitors 
are allowed in the courthouse, and social dis-
tancing protocols will remain in place.

In addition to Comanche County and 
the City of Lawton, officials with Fort Sill, 
Cameron University and Lawton Public 
Schools have said their mask requirements 
remain in effect.

Mask mandate will remain in effect 
for Comanche County Courthouse
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