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25TH ANNIVERSARY EDITION
ALFRED P. MURRAH FEDERAL BUILDING BOMBING: 9:02 A.M. APRIL 19, 1995

We will never forget

AP

This April 21, 1995, file photo shows the Alfred P. Murrah Federal Building in downtown Oklahoma City, the day after a car bomb exploded. Today is the 25th anniversary of the
bombing.

Terrorism hit home
on April 19, 1995

T

error hit home, too close to home, 25 years ago today when a bomb made of ammonium nitrate and
diesel fuel ripped through the nine-story Alfred P.
Murrah Federal Building in downtown Oklahoma City.
On that day terror came to the heartland. The blast
killed 168 people, including 19
children, most of whom had been
in the daycare center in the building. More than 600 people were injured.
A manhunt was quickly underway for the perpetrators, initially
believed to be Middle Eastern men.
To the shock of the nation, Timothy McVeigh, a 27-year-old former
Army soldier, and Terry Nichols,
40, a fellow soldier, were ultimately
arrested for the attack.
McVeigh, who had ties to antigovernment paramilitary groups,
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McVeigh parked a rented RyCounty Courthouse in
der truck near the building and re- Perry.
motely detonated a timed fuse. He
then drove his yellow Mercury north of Oklahoma City
toward Perry, where he was stopped a mere 90 minutes after the bombing for driving without a registration tag. He
was charged two days later with the bombing.
After a federal trial in Denver in 1997, McVeigh was
found guilty of 15 counts of murder and conspiracy to
commit murder and was sentenced to death. He was executed June 11, 2001.
Nichols, who was charged with aiding and abetting
McVeigh, is still in prison. He was convicted of conspiracy
to build a bomb and involuntary manslaughter of eight
federal agents. He was sentenced to 161 consecutive life
terms without the possibility of parole.
Within the pages of this special section, readers will
find the stories of those who dug through the rubble in
search of survivors and others who shared with us where
they were and what they were doing when they learned of
the bombing.
Readers also will learn about a Lawton native who
died in the blast and read the story of a woman who saw
the spirit of Oklahoma on display during those difficult
days.
This section is not to glorify those who perpetrated the
crime, but to celebrate the indomitable Oklahoma spirit.
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In this iconic photo from April 19, 1995, Oklahoma City fire Capt. Chris Fields carries 1-year-old
Baylee Almon at the Alfred Murrah Federal Building in downtown Oklahoma City. The child died of
her injuries.

