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A proposal to rezone west 
Lawton property for industrial 
use — opposed by some adja-
cent property owners — will 
top the agenda when the City 
Council meets today.

The session, which begins at 
6 p.m., follows a 5 p.m. meeting 
of a council study committee, 
appointed to field ideas to me-
morialize the late C.H. Braz-
zel. Both meetings will be held 
in the auditorium of Lawton 
City Hall, Southwest 9th and 
C. The meetings also are on the 
night that residents will deter-
mine whether city officials will 
get their new 2020 Capital Im-
provements Program.

The proposal for rezoning 
comes with a 5-1 recommen-
dation from the City Planning 
Commission and would change 
what is now A-1 General Agri-
cultural District and R-1 Sin-
gle-Family Dwelling District on 
142 acres to I-4 Heavy Indus-
trial District. The property is 
located one mile north of West 
Lee Boulevard, on the east side 
of Goodyear Boulevard (and 
northeast of the existing indus-
trial park that holds the Good-
year plant, among other indus-
tries).

The proposal comes from 
the Lawton Economic Devel-
opment Corporation (LEDC), 
which is seeking to buy the 
property from the Clayton L. 
Green Revocable Trust to add to 
the stockpile of industry-ready 
land that LEDC is preparing 
so it can attract new entities to 
Lawton. The property also has 
been mentioned in recent dis-
cussions about Tax Increment 
Financing districts.

The rezoning takes the prop-
erty from agricultural use and 
R-1 (the most restrictive zoning 
classification because it is in-
tended for single family houses) 
to I-4, the least restrictive clas-
sification that is open to almost 
all industrial uses. The tract is 
located north of the Burling-
ton Northern Railroad tracks, 
stretching from Goodyear Bou-
levard to Southwest 82nd Street, 
excluding the Wyatt Village 
housing addition. Recognizing 
that housing addition, LEDC’s 
rezoning application includes 
a 16-acre, 300 feet wide buf-
fer zone on the north and west 
sides of Wyatt Village, to shield 
residents from the intense uses 
that I-4 zoning will attract.

Residents who spoke to the 
planning commission at its 
Jan. 30 meeting said it wasn’t 
enough. Jim Eason, a developer 
with a housing addition north 
of the proposed residential site, 
also is against the plan because 
of its potential effect on his ad-
dition.

Residents said they are con-
cerned about the effect the in-
dustrial zoning will have on 
their property values, and the 
damage the noise and odors will 
cause to both them and the aes-
thetic value of an area which 
includes a creek that draws 
wildlife. Resident Bob Morris 
said the 300-foot-wide buffer 
is not wide enough to protect 
residents.

“It needs to be doubled,” he 
said.

LEDC members said their 
plan to provide the shovel ready 

Council  
to consider 
industrial 

park rezoning 
request

BY PAUL VANTINE

paul.vantine@swoknews.com

Dishevel.
That was the winning word spelled by 

Austin Bartek, sixth grader at Eisenhower 
Middle School, last week at the 2020 Region 
14 Central Oklahoma Scripps Spelling Bee.

Previously, Bartek correctly spelled the 
word “dubiously,” and then went on to win 
by spelling the championship word, “di-
shevel.”

“I’m so proud of Austin for winning the 
Central Oklahoma Region 14 Spelling Bee 
Competition. Watching him win against 
the other 41 contestants from around the 
district was an amazing experience. I’m so 
glad that I have had the opportunity to be 
his teacher and can’t wait to see him com-
pete on the state level in February,” said 
Jenna Alston, Eisenhower Middle School 
sixth grade reading/spelling bee coordi-
nator.

“I’m excited to go to state. I didn’t expect 
to win. I just did it for fun,” Bartek said. “It 
was nerve-racking and fun. I just hope to 
make it through to nationals. That would 
be crazy and surprising.”

Austin Davis, fourth grader from Pat 
Henry Elementary, was the runner-up.

“It (going to the state spelling bee) feels 
cool because my mom says nobody in my 
family has done this, and it feels cool to 
represent Pat Henry and the city,” Davis 
said. “It was fun and tough. It sure does 
give you a lot of butterflies in your stom-
ach. As soon as you step foot on the stage, 
the nerves just hit.

“Congratulations to everyone who is 
in the spelling bee now and in the future.”

Feb. 29, Bartek and Davis will go to the 
state spelling bee at the Samis Education 
Center in The Children’s Hospital in Okla-
homa City. From there, the top two state fi-
nalists will go to the national level in Wash-
ington, D.C.

Earlier in the year, area elementary and 
middle schools had their own spelling bees 
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The 2020 Region 14 Central Oklahoma Scripps Spelling Bee winner Austin Bartek, Ike 

Middle school and the runner up Austin Davis, right pose with their trophies after the 

end of the spelling bee.
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Comforting a fallen spelling bee contestant, Austin Davis, middle, lends his support to 

Stephen Donald, Edison Elementary, right, as the winner of the 2020 Region 14 Central 

Oklahoma Scripps Spelling Bee, Austin Bartek, far left, Ike Middle school waits his turn.
See Spelling, 2A
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The polls open at 7 a.m. 
today for residents who will 
decide the fate of a proposal 
to create a 2020 Capital Im-
provements Program for the 
City of Lawton.

Polls across the city will be 
open from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m.

If approved by voters, the 
proposal would end the 2015 
Sales Tax Extension and the 
2016 Capital Improvements 
Program (CIP) five years 
early, replacing them with 
what would be designated as 
the 2020 CIP. That program 
would extend the existing 
2.125 percent sales tax — the 
value of the taxes supporting 
the 2015 and 2016 programs 
— through Dec. 31, 2034.

Funding provided by ex-
tending that tax would com-
plete projects in the 2015 and 
2016 programs while provid-
ing additional revenue for 
a new list of projects, said 
Mayor Stan Booker, one of the 
proposal’s strongest propo-
nents. He and City Manager 
Michael Cleghorn said the 
proposal will have no effect 

on Lawton’s sales tax rate; the 
rate would remain the same.

Additional funding in the 
$144 million program comes 
from the fact the existing tax 
would be extended through 
2034, rather than ending in 
2025.

If approved by voters, the 
2015 and 2016 programs 
would officially end March 
31, while the 2020 program 
would begin April 1 (mean-
ing, no lapse in the total 9 per-
cent sales tax now charged on 
goods and services purchased 
in Lawton). Without voter ap-
proval, the 2015 and 2016 pro-
grams would remain as they 
are.

The ballot is plain in its re-
quest: end the two existing 
sales tax programs and replace 
them with the new program. 
The total tax would remain at 
2.125 percent, although one-
half percent would be desig-
nated as “indefinite,” meaning 
it will not expire when the re-
maining tax does.

The ballot proposition 
also references Lawton Ordi-
nance 19-30, which the coun-
cil set into place to define the 
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The Comanche County Election Board has made six pre-
cinct changes in recent months, and those new locations 
will impact voters casting ballots in today’s 2020 Capital 
Improvements Program election.

Residents who voted at Precinct 2 Crosby Park Elemen-
tary, 1602 Horton, now will vote at First Baptist Church 
West, 7302 Cache Road.

Residents who voted at Precinct 9 Almor West Elementary 
School, 6902 Delta, now will vote at Bible Baptist Church, 
7501 W. Lee.

Residents who voted at Precinct 13 Lawton Heights Meth-
odist Church, Northwest 16th and Andrews, now will vote 
at North Side Baptist Church, 1715 NW Taylor.

Residents who voted at Precinct 30 Pioneer Park Elemen-
tary School, 3005 Angus Place, now will vote at Abundant 
Life Christian Church, 509 NW Woodridge Drive.

Residents who voted at Precinct 31 MacArthur Middle 
School, 510 NE 45th, now will vote at Trinity Assembly of 
God, 202 SE 45th.

Residents who voted at Precinct 33 Celebration Church, 
3802 Ford Road, now will vote at Aldersgate United Meth-
odist Church, 41 SE Ford Road.

Questions may be directed to the Comanche County 
Election Board, 353-1880.

See Vote, 2A


