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Olympics postponed until 2021 — 1B
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Tape blocks use of the chairs in the auditorium of Lawton City Hall Tuesday, as City of Lawton officials continue to implement proce-

dures that encourage 6 feet of social distancing. The action is being taken to allow meetings of the City Council to continue while adher-

ing to suggested guidelines from health care professionals working to control the spread of COVID-19.

BY SCOTT RAINS

scott.rains@swoknews.com

CACHE — Shortly before 
5 p.m. Tuesday, Cache’s mayor 
declared a State of Emergency 
due to the COVID-19 pan-
demic warnings.

The proclamation, signed 
by Mayor Shawn Komahcheet, 
cited the World Health Orga-
nization pandemic warning 
as well as President Donald 
Trump and Gov. Kevin Stitt’s 
declarations of states of emer-
gency for the city’s actions.

Komahcheet cited social 
distancing as a method to re-
duce the spread of COVID-19 
as the root cause for issuing 
the proclamation.

The Cache Community 
Center, all city parks and the 
storm shelter are closed and 
all events previously sched-
uled at these locations have 
been canceled or postponed. 
The facilities will remain open 
in a “drive thru only” basis.

No permits will be given 
for gatherings, meeting and 
events or construction per-
mits until the expiration.

All meetings of the City 
of Cache authorities, boards, 
commissions, committees and 
trusts are postponed and/or 
canceled.

Cache Municipal Court 
dockets will continue as 
scheduled. Steps will be taken 
to ensure no close contact be-
tween those attending. Sched-
ule could change based on the 
advice of the Municipal Judge 
or the mayor.

All in-person gatherings 
for social, spiritual and rec-
reational purposes, includ-
ing community, civil, public, 
leisure, faith-based or sport-
ing events, as well as parades, 
concerts, festivals, conven-
tions, fundraisers and simi-
lar activities are “strongly dis-
couraged.”

Businesses with drive-thru 
abilities may continue with lim-
ited operations. All restaurants, 
cafes, bars and coffee shops will 
be closed with the exception of 
take out or delivery. All local 
gyms and exercise facilities are 
to be closed, as well.

The proclamation became 
effective at 5 p.m. Tuesday and 
ends at 11:59 p.m. April 12.
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State of 
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Although graduations are still not 
open to the public and guests are only al-
lowed under restricted conditions, Fort 
Sill will continue to operate as a training 
facility for the time being.

In an online town hall meeting-style 
livestream on Tuesday, Maj. Gen. Ken-
neth Kamper, commanding general at 

Fort Sill, said the post will continue its 
basic training and advanced individ-
ual training, even if life is not “business 
as usual” at Fort Sill. Kamper also an-
swered questions from the public re-
garding COVID-19.

Kamper said he and fellow command-
ing officers are taking all the CDC-is-
sued precautions designed to slow the 
spread of the virus. That is why there 
are still no immediate plans to lift the 

suspension on guest attendance at grad-
uations. Kamper said there are no plans 
on limiting access to the post.

In both basic training and advanced 
individual training (AIT), trainees are 
in an “isolated or semi-isolated envi-
ronment” as much as possible. Fort Sill 
is conducting screenings of trainees at 
the MEPS station. If anyone has trav-
eled through a “level 3 country” (nations 
where the virus is most rampant), has 

fever or exhibits cough or flu-like symp-
toms, they are quarantined for 14 days.

Kamper said that 35 people on post 
have been tested for COVID-19, though 
only nine tests have been completed, 
all of them negative. Kamper said he 
expects to get more results back in the 
course of the next couple of days.

Once in training, the classes are 
about half the size of normal and there 

Fort Sill to remain open, though public access still limited

See Sill, 3A
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The suspect in the Monday morning 
robbery of a local credit union may have 
used an explosive device in the heist, ac-
cording to the FBI.

Lawton police have said the suspect 
ended up with a bag of traceable phony 
money.

The suspect drove up to Southwest 
Oklahoma Federal Credit Union, 6714 
W. Gore, around 10:40 a.m. and placed 
a demand note and a possible explosive 
device in the drive-thru teller drawer, ac-
cording to Andrea Anderson, FBI infor-
mation officer. Upon receipt, the teller 
returned the device and an undisclosed 
amount of money to the suspect.

The teller gave the man fake money 
that is supposedly traceable, according to 
Sgt. Tim Jenkins, Lawton Police informa-
tion officer. The suspect then drove off in 
a silver/white four-door Ford Expedition 
with a temporary tag. The teller described 
its interior as light color.

Anderson said the suspect is described 
as a white man with dark brown hair and a 
darker toned complexion. He has a brown, 
short-trimmed beard. He was last seen 
wearing sunglasses, black gloves, a black 
beanie and a red/white/blue plaid shirt.

If  anyone has any information 
about the bank robbery, please con-
tact the Lawton Police Department, 
(580) 355-4636; or the FBI, (405) 
290-7770, or anonymously online at 
tips.fbi.gov.

Suspect may have used explosive device

Courtesy FBI

Security video shows an image of the robber of Southwest Oklahoma Federal Credit 

Union.
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City Council members gave Mayor 
Stan Booker permission Tuesday to move 
the City of Lawton into what Gov. Kevin 
Stitt has designated as “Safer at Home,” 
which will close non-essential businesses.

The strict designation — similar to 

shelter in place directives issued in other 
states — is what some governmental en-
tities are using to contain the spread of 
COVID-19. Stitt announced Tuesday he 
was directing the designation for the 19 
counties (as of late Tuesday) that had ver-
ified cases of COVID-19. The designation 
means all non-essential businesses will 
be closed.

While Comanche County isn’t one of 
the counties with verified cases, council 
members said they didn’t want to wait, 
voting to authorize Booker to take that 
final step today to keep Lawton ahead 
of the curve. After the meeting, Booker 
said he expects the proclamation to be 
issued later today to contain clarification 

City to move into Safer at Home mode

See Council, 3A


