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ALTUS – Police found the 
dead body of a 22-year-old man 
missing since last week.

Altus Police Chief Tim Mur-
phy said officers were called to 
the 200 block of South Wash-
ington Monday morning after a 
body was reported to be inside 
the fenced complex at South 
West Metal and Trade, 1100 W. 
Broadway. The body of a dead 
man was found near the south-
west corner of the property.

“ The man has been iden-
tified as 26-year-old Brandon 
Johnson of Altus,” Murphy said.

Johnson was reported miss-
ing last Wednesday after not 
being seen or heard from for 
several days.

The body has been trans-
ported to the Oklahoma State 
Medical Examiner’s Office in 
Oklahoma City to determine 
a manner and cause of death, 
according to Murphy.

Missing 
Altus man 
found dead
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The City of Lawton brush pumper extinguishes one of several small grass fires that broke out on West Lee Blvd Monday.

Grass fires on West Lee Blvd
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Proposals to honor the 
memory of the late C.H. 
Brazzel and approve a side-
walk plan setting priorities 
for work to be funded with 
sales tax generated by medical 
marijuana will top the agenda 
when the City Council meets 
today.

The regular meeting will 
begin at 6 p.m. in the audi-
torium of Lawton City Hall, 
Southwest 9th and C. How-
ever, council members will 
convene in special session at 
5 p.m. and immediately go 

into executive session for dis-
cussions on six female em-
ployees who have filed notices 
of tort claims and charges of 
discrimination against the city.

Discussions to honor Braz-
zel follow on the heels of a 
standing-room-only funeral 
Saturday at Central Baptist 
Church, following the Jan. 
20 death of a man who had 
served as Lawton police offi-
cer for decades. Brazzel died in 
a traffic accident southeast of 
Lawton and Saturday’s funeral 
marked his “end of shift” after 
45 years as a police officer.

Discussions began almost 
immediately about the best 

way to honor a man whose 
contributions to the com-
munity and its residents hap-
pened in both his duties as po-
lice officer and in his private 
life. According to the agenda 
commentary, elected officials 
have been contacted by resi-
dents who want to honor Braz-
zel’s legacy. City officials said 
those discussions have ranged 
from naming the new public 
safety facility after Brazzel, 
to erecting a statue honoring 
both Brazzel and his long-time 
friend Raymond McAlister, 
who died in January 2018.

In other business, the coun-
cil will consider approving 

three priorities for sidewalks 
that will be built using accu-
mulated sales tax revenue gen-
erated by the sale of medical 
marijuana products.

Council members decided 
in December that they would 
designate those funds to side-
walks, as part of an overall 
plan to increase new side-
walks and repair existing ones 
throughout the community. 
Those medical marijuana sales 
revenues would be designated 
to Lawton Enhancement Trust 
Authority, to oversee the proj-
ects.

The three priorities total 
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Doug Hoadley, right, smooth out the edge of a sidewalk Monday as his crew continues 

a pour at the intersection of Southwest 52nd Street and West Gore Boulevard. The side-

walk is part of a project to expand Southwest 52nd Street to three lanes, and construc-

tion officials indicate the project is nearing completion.

One more sidewalk

Jerry Renshaw of Elgin will 
be one of five individuals recog-
nized for their outstanding sup-
port of the Oklahoma FFA Foun-
dation when it hosts its inaugural 
“I Believe” Gala on Saturday at the 
Skirvin Hilton Hotel ballroom in 
downtown Oklahoma City.

Renshaw will receive the first-
ever Teacher Believer award recog-
nizing an Oklahoma FFA adviser, 
former or present, who demon-
strates great support for founda-
tion programs, notably the chap-
ter trust.

Renshaw has been a champion 
of the chapter trust program since 
its inception. Today, the program 
has surpassed the $1 million mark 
and continues to grow and ensure 
the prosperity of the Oklahoma 
FFA Association for many gener-
ations to come.

Renshaw is owner-operator 
of Built Better Enterprises LLC, 
13577 NE Kleeman Rd., Elgin. It 
is a family-owned manufacturing 
business that makes truck beds 
and trailers for agricultural, in-
dustrial and utility work.

Prior to launching his success-
ful business, he spent 28 years in 
the classroom as an agricultural 
education instructor at Elgin Pub-
lic Schools. He retired from teach-
ing in 2010. During his time there, 
he was known as the comprehen-
sive agricultural mechanics guru 
among his peers and helped the 
Elgin FFA chapter earn the longest 
winning streak of the state ag me-
chanics career development event.

“There’s no one more deserving 
of this award than Jerry Renshaw,” 
said Kendall Brashears, interim ex-
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Lawton Public Schools has 
changed a policy that prevented 
student athletes from playing 
for a year when they transfer to 
a new school within the district.

That amended policy, ap-
proved on a 4-1 vote of the 
Board of Education earlier this 
month, now allows a student 
athlete to continue playing 
his/her sport at a new school, 
as long as parents/guardians 
have a bona fide reason for 
moving the student to another 
school. The provisions are con-
tained within athletic eligibility 
rules for students in grades six 
through 12, a policy amended 
several times since its creation 
in 1994, most recently in 2010 
and 2013.

Gary Dees, Lawton Public 
Schools athletic director, said 
the policy originally was im-
plemented to prevent students 
who didn’t want to play for one 
school from moving to another 
school so they could play for a 
specific team.

School Board member Kent 
Jester, who began his tenure 
in 2010, said the provision re-
stricting play for one year was 
implemented during his first 
year on the Board of Educa-
tion because school district of-
ficials were having a difficult 
time determining whether the 
purpose of family moves was to 
“stack teams,” in terms of get-
ting the best players on specific 
teams. But, Jester said there are 
bona fide reasons some families 
move to new homes, and those 
families were being penalized 
by the old policy.

“This gives us a way to do 
it,” he said, adding the key pro-
vision to allowing a student 
athlete to play at a new school 

LPS policy 
change allows 

athletes  
to continue 

playing at new 
school

See LPS, 2A

See Council, 2A

See Renshaw, 2A


