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BY CHRIS WILSON

chris.wilson@swoknews.com

Multiple news agencies are 
reporting that 20 or more sol-
diers have been suspended 
pending an investigation into 
a sexual assault on Fort Sill.

The Intercept, an online pub-
lication that launched in Febru-

ary 2014, and the Army Times 
first reported Department of 
the Army law enforcement are 
investigating reports of multiple 
assaults against a female soldier 
by 22 service members.

In a press conference Thurs-
day, Fort Sill Commander Maj. 
Gen. Ken Kamper said spe-
cial agents from the U.S. Army 

Criminal Investigation Com-
mand are investigating allega-
tions of sexual assault involv-
ing Fort Sill cadre reported by 
a female trainee.

During the press confer-
ence Kamper said a trainee as-
signed to Fort Sill had reported 
a sexual assault to post officials. 
He didn’t say when the assault 

took place, but said the female 
trainee made the report March 
27.

The incidents at times in-
volved groups of assailants, an 
official who has seen the report 
told The Intercept. They said the 
woman identified seven of the 
22 members she said assaulted 
her.

The Intercept reported a 
video was circulating around 
post of at least one of the in-
cidents and that investigators 
have been given the video.

However, Maj. Orlandon 
Howard, public affairs officer of 
the U.S. Army Combined Arms 
Center and spokesperson for 

More than 20 Sill soldiers suspended

BY SCOTT RAINS

scott.rains@swoknews.com

Police are investigating a Saturday morning ac-
tive shooting incident outside a Lawton venue by 
a man the victims knew as “Active.”

It began with 911 calls of multiple shots fired 
outside the Lavish Lounge, 1015 SW Park.

Officers were called shortly after 2:20 a.m. and 
arrived soon after where the venue owner told 
them only a “minor scuffle” happened on his prop-
erty, according to the report. Unable to investigate 
further at that time, police left.

But at 2:45 a.m., police were informed that two 
gunshot victims had arrived at Comanche County 
Memorial Hospital. They said they’d arrived from 
the Lavish Lounge, the report states.

The victim told LPD Officer Drue Watkins he’d 
been attacked and shot at the venue by a man 
wearing all yellow who goes by the street name of 
“Active,” the report states.

The second “supposed” victim was found to not 
be suffering from a gunshot wound but had facial 
injuries consistent with being punched, Watkins 
said. He was wearing an all yellow sweat suit and 
goes by the name of “Active,” according to the re-
port.

A woman arrived at the hospital around 
3:30 a.m. and she was also suffering from a gun-
shot wound. She said she and the first man had 
been attacked by “Active” who fired a gun at them 
at the venue, the report states. She said another 
woman also was shooting at them. Police were not 
able to locate the female suspect.

The wounded woman said she and the man left 
the scene in a friend’s silver Ford Escape. As they 
fled, the gunshots followed after them. She also 

Man arrested for 
shooting allegations

See Shooting, 2A
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Eisenhower High 

School Drumline 

was on hand to 

entertain golfers 

prior to the start of 

the Lawton Public 

School Foundation 

fundraiser golf tour-

nament on Monday. 

Base Coach Zion 

Greer, a junior, said 

he’s been working 

on new beats and is 

excited to try them 

out next year with 

the drumline. See 

more coverage, 1B.

Drumline performs for LPS Foundation golf tournament

BY GARY REDDIN 

gary.reddin@swoknews.com

Spring is in the air, just ask those 
with pollen allergies.

With the flowers in full bloom, 
the Lawton Public School’s FFA 
program is taking full advantage 
of the season by bringing back its 
Annual Spring Plant Sale.

The 2020 sale was canceled due 
to COVID-19. Last year’s plants 
had been purchased before the 
COVID shutdown and could not 
be sold. This led to an unfortunate 
loss of profits for the program.

“The plant sale is a bit smaller 
this year because we have less fund-
ing than last year,” Courtney Miller, 
an ag instructor and FFA adviser 
at Lawton High School, said. “But 
we will still have a huge variety of 
plants.”

The Annual Plant Sale serves as 
one of the program’s major fund-
raisers each year alongside a meat 
sale, pie auction and others. The 
plant sale brings in between $5,000 
and $6,000 a year, according to 
Miller.

“This fundraiser really helps the 
program all year long with different 
things. We’re in a low-income area 
so without the help of our support-
ers some of our kids wouldn’t get 
to participate. And we have such 
great supporters in this commu-
nity,” Miller said.

From buses to camp fees, Miller 
said funds raised from the sale 
contribute to a wealth of different 
things within the program. But it’s 
not all about fundraising, the sale 
is also a learning experience for 
the students in Miller’s horticul-
ture class.

“This is a yearlong project for 
the students in my horticulture 

class at Lawton High School. A lot 
of kids from other chapters out-
side of LHS help with it, too. They 
get a weekly participation grade 
for helping in the greenhouses,” 
Miller said. “It’s crazy to think that 
kids get excited about going to pull 
weeds, but that is their favorite part 
of the class.”

Between 50 and 60 students take 
part in the annual sale. At the end 
of the day, Miller said her students 
learn responsibility by caring for 
the plants, and sales from partici-
pating in the fundraiser.

Some of the most popular plants 
that will be for sale include petu-
nias, sweet potato vines and herb 
baskets.

“I just want to remind every-

one that they are required to wear 

a mask if they come per LPS pol-

icy,” Miller said. “And that we ac-

cept cash or check.”

FFA brings back spring plant sale 
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Lawton FFA President Madison Muller helps Tina Llopis pick out some 

plants on Monday during the Lawton FFA Annual Plant Sale opening.

Courtesy photo

Codie May Gillis, 2, Lawton, admires a daffodil during 

Easter weekend in Lawton.

This one looks pretty

If You Go

WHAT: Lawton FFA Annual 

Spring Plant Sale

WHEN: 4-6 p.m. Wednesday, 

April 12 and 14 and 9 a.m. to 

noon April 10

WHERE: The corner of South-

west 19th and W. Lee

Masks are required for entry. 

Purchases may be made with 

cash or check.

See Soldiers, 2A


