
Enhanced cleaning, mask requirements and social distancing to help keep you safe.

 Count on us for your family’s care.
Online scheduling available at 
SouthwesternProviders.com
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Council repeals mask mandate

BY GARY REDDIN 

gary.reddin@swoknews.com

All Oklahomans age 16 and older will 
be eligible to receive their COVID-19 vac-
cine beginning Monday.

Oklahoma’s COVID-19 vaccine plan is 
progressing into Phase 4, the final phase 
of the plan, Oklahoma State Department 
of Health Deputy Commissioner Keith 
Reed said during a press conference Tues-
day.

The move means around 500,000 Okla-
homans who were not yet eligible for the 
vaccine will become so.

“If you haven’t registered in the por-
tal, now is the time to do it,” Reed said. 
“Appointments will be available to all res-
idents starting on Monday. All Oklaho-

mans will be eligible to schedule a vaccine 
through the state then regardless of eligi-
bility groups.”

While Phase 4 opens the state vaccine 
portal up to the remainder of Oklaho-
mans, there is an age limit on vaccine ap-
proval, and only those 16 and up are ap-
proved for the vaccine. Furthermore, only 
the Pfizer vaccine has been approved for 
individuals under the age of 18, Reed said.

As of Tuesday afternoon, 1,081,578 
Oklahomans, 27.3 percent, have received 
at least one dose and 586,559 Oklaho-
mans have completed the full series. 
Among Oklahomans 65 and older, who 
were among the first to become eligible, 
over 70 percent have received at least one 
dose and over 50 percent have completed 
the series.

Around 5.9 percent of individuals in 
Oklahoma who have received their first 
dose are delinquent, or two weeks late, 
on their second dose. Reed addressed the 

Vaccine appointments 
will open to all residents
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Sandra Crostley gets her second dose of 

the vaccine on Jan. 25 in Lawton. As of 

Monday, the state will open up vaccine ap-

pointments to all eligible Oklahomans.

BY CHRIS WILSON

chris.wilson@swoknews.com

DUNCAN — A spokesper-
son for the Oklahoma State 
Bureau of Investigation con-
firmed Tuesday that its in-
vestigators are assisting the 
Duncan Police Department 
in a crime scene investigation.

According to reports from 
the Duncan Banner, a body 
was found near the train 
tracks by 7th Street and Elder 
in Duncan Tuesday morning.

Investigators are aware of 
the identity of the individual, 
the Banner reported. How-
ever, release of the identity is 
pending next of kin notifica-
tion and further investigation. 
The investigation is still on-
going and they are following 
up on leads, Lt. Bill Fitzhugh 
of the Duncan Police Depart-
ment told the Duncan Banner.

Body found 
near train 
tracks in 
Duncan

BY SCOTT RAINS

scott.rains@swoknews.com

The victim of Lawton’s third 
homicide has been identified 
by Lawton police.

Bobbie Willis, 30, died 
Monday morning after being 
taken to Comanche County 
Memorial Hospital for a 
stab wound, Officer Andrew 
Grubbs, LPD information of-
ficer, said. Her name was re-
leased after her family was 
notified.

Police responded around 
4:30 a.m. Monday to Memorial 

Lawton police 
identify victim 
of stabbing
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The Lawton City Council voted Tuesday to drop the city’s mask mandate, effective im-

mediately.

Four minors have been ar-
rested in connection to the 
suspected arson of the former 
Park Lane Elementary School, 
Lawton Fire Marshal Michael 
Wright confirmed Tuesday.

The Lawton Fire Depart-
ment was called out to the 
building, 4912 SE Avalon, on 
March 1, where they spent sev-
eral hours dousing flames and 
clearing the building.

Four juveniles were iden-
tified as suspects during the 
course of the investigation, 
according to a press release 
from the Fire Marshal’s office. 
Arrest warrants were obtained 
for the four juveniles and the 
case has been referred to the 
Comanche County Juvenile 
Bureau, according to the press 
release.

Four arrested 
in connection 
to school fire 
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Firefighters worked for hours to put the fire out at the Park Lane Elementary School earlier this 

month.

Phase 4 of state’s plan 
will go into effect Monday

BY KIM MCCONNELL

kim.mcconnell@swoknews.com

You can take it off.
The City Council, without discus-

sion, repealed its mask mandate Tues-
day, meaning masks/facial coverings no 
longer are required in commercial struc-
tures and other indoor settings accessible 
by the general public. While the council 
had three options before them, members 
unanimously chose the option that re-
pealed the mandate that they set in place 
in July 2020, effective immediately. Two 
other options — stricken from the agenda 
after the council’s decision — could have 

allowed the mandate to be repealed in 30 
days, or kept it in place but expanded the 
list of exemptions and set a “sunset pro-
vision” when the ordinance could have 
expired.

Ward 4 Councilman Jay Burk, who 
made the motion to repeal the man-
date, said he and other members of 
the council’s mask committee already 
had met twice this week to discuss the 
issue.

“We worked hard to work out a solu-
tion,” he said, adding the ultimate de-
cision was to repeal the mandate im-
mediately because more residents are 
receiving their COVID-19 vaccines and 
to offer “peace and harmony.”

He and Ward 8 Councilman Randy 
Warren, who seconded the motion, 

Businesses, other entities 
may set own policies
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