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The joy in giving others a 
reason to be thankful this hol-
iday season was motivation for 
Lawton FFA students Tuesday 
morning.

They are serving their com-
munity and learning the mean-
ing of Thanksgiving through ac-
tion.

Inside Kenzie McGill’s class-
room at the Life Ready Center, 
she and her agriculture students 
were accepting donated food-
stuffs to fix baskets for 160 re-
quests for Thanksgiving meal 
assistance throughout Lawton 

Public Schools. The program is 
in its fifth or sixth year, she said.

“This is our community ser-
vice project,” she said. “This is 
to help kids who wouldn’t have 
a Thanksgiving meal otherwise.”

As he loaded a Thanksgiving 
basket, MacArthur High School 
senior Gage Graham smiled. In 
his fourth year of FFA, he said 
knowing he and the other stu-
dents are making a difference 
in a family’s lives is heartening.

“Most definitely, it makes me 
feel good,” he said.

Throughout Tuesday and 
until the end of school today, 
all of McGill’s students will be 

Lawton FFA students 
discover joy of giving
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Kenzie McGill, left, and her FFA students fill Thanksgiving baskets 

Tuesday morning for distribution to 160 families for holiday meals.

See Giving, 2A

BY SCOTT RAINS

scott.rains@swoknews.com

Investigators caught a potential break 
Tuesday regarding a rash of mail thefts in 
Lawton and Comanche County.

A large number of stolen mail items, 
including checks potentially totaling in 
the six digits, were discovered in a room 
Monday evening at the Executive Inn, 3134 
Cache Road, according to Melissa Drumm, 
front desk clerk.

Drumm estimated around $150,000 
worth of checks from a law firm, payroll, 
Comanche Nation payments and per-
sonal checks were recovered in a room, 
she said.

“There might be more, I don’t know,” 
she said. “I mean there’s a lot of checks 
and a lot of them are here in Lawton.”

Drumm said three people, a Black 
woman and Black man and a Native Amer-
ican woman were caught in a room that had 
been rented by another person who wasn’t 
staying there. After being confronted Mon-
day and asked for their identification, the 
trio left quickly, leaving a large amount of 
mail behind, she said.

“Oh yeah, they left in a hurry,” she said. 
“Then they had the 
nerve to call back 
and wanted to get 
their stuff out of 
the room.”

They were de-
nied.

The discovery 
was made when 
hotel staff went 
inside to clean up 
the room. Drumm 
said there were 
checks made out 
between $10,000 
to $13,000. After 

calling Lawton Police and awaiting a re-
turn call, she said she took it upon herself 
to contact some of the check holders.

It wasn’t long before the department 
said it was going to investigate, according 
to Drumm. The door was locked and all 
contents kept inside. She was waiting on 
her manager and detectives to meet at the 
room at 3 p.m. Tuesday.

“I didn’t want it all sitting out,” she said. 
“They were already stolen; I didn’t want 
them to be misplaced.”

Among those Drumm made contact 
with was Joann Celedon’s neighbor in Tur-
tle Creek Addition. After Celedon noticed 
her neighbor’s outgoing mail had been 
taken on Nov. 2, the woman stopped the 
payment of a check that was taken, Cele-
don said. She wondered how many others 
weren’t so fortunate.

Celedon said Drumm’s making the effort 
to call the woman was heartening.

Drumm said she did what she felt was 
needed. She’d considered how many peo-
ple wouldn’t know about the thefts until a 

Stolen mail, 
checks found 
in hotel room
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DUNCAN — On Dec. 15, Duncan 
Police Chief Danny Ford is leaving 
his post from patrolling in blue to 
greener pastures.

“It’s time for a change for me and 
time for a change in the department 
for them to move ahead,” he said. 
“Change is good for everybody.”

Ford said he’s looking forward to 
spending the holidays with his fam-
ily. After that, he has ideas for the 
future, but he’s holding those close 
for now.

For Ford, this is his second time 
retiring from the position. After 
starting out with two years at the 
Marlow Police Department, Ford 
served 22½ years with the Duncan 
department.

“Four or five” of those years were 
in the position as chief of police until 
retiring the first time in 1999.

“Exactly 10 years to the day they 
called me back,” he said, “and I’ve 
been there since then.”

Ford believes he’s leaving the de-
partment in good shape to move for-
ward.

Looking back, Ford noted there 
have been some big cases handled by 

his department over the years. One 
being the Aug. 16, 2013, shooting 
death of Chris Lane, 22.

“Obviously one of them was inter-
national,” he said.

Lane, an Australian student who 
played baseball at East Central Uni-
versity in Ada, was killed while jog-
ging along a north Duncan road-
way. Lane’s death set off a manhunt 
throughout the community.

Three then-teenagers, Chancey 
Luna, Michael Jones and James 
Francis Edwards Jr., were arrested 
for first-degree murder. After Ed-
wards pleaded guilty as an accessory 
and turned evidence as a witness, 
Luna was convicted and received 
a life sentence without parole for 
pulling the trigger as a 16-year-old. 
Jones pleaded guilty to second-de-

Duncan Police Chief looks toward retirement
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Duncan Police Chief Danny Ford is leaving his posting for his second shot at re-

tirement on Dec. 15.

See Ford, 2A

“I just did 
what I’d 
want if it 

had 
happened 

to me.”
MELISSA DRUMM

Executive Inn  

front desk clerk
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The billing cycles for City of Lawton 
utility customers will be changing in Jan-
uary, as the city combines billing routes to 
eliminate 80 percent of them.

Beginning Jan. 1, there will be only four 
billing cycles for city utility customers, with 
those customers receiving bills the same 
week they receive their monthly bulk re-
fuse collection, Finance Director Joe Don 
Dunham said as he explained the changes 
to members of the City Council. The short 
version: new city utility bills will be coor-
dinated with trash collection routes and 
when residents receive their monthly bulk 
collections; for example, people who have 
their residential trash collected on Mon-
days will receive their bulk refuse pickup 
and their utility bills during the first week 
of the month.

Dunham said most customers will see 
their bill due dates change by only one or 
two days. But, residents in three billing 
cycles (7, 13 and 17), the change will be so 
major that those utility customers will re-
ceive two bills in January: one at the begin-
ning of the month; the second toward the 
end of the month (normal once a month 
billings will begin in February).

Dunham said that was the biggest prob-
lem in the change being implemented for 
utility billing. City staff members have pro-
posed lessening the impact on those resi-
dents — representing about 20 percent of 
utility customers — by billing them for the 
amount of water they actually use in that 
25-day period in January, but cutting fixed 
costs (other fees on the bill) in half for just 
that month.

“It gives them some breathing room,” 
Dunham said.

The change is replacing what has been 
20 billing cycles, something that City 

City of Lawton 
to reduce utility 
billing cycles to 
four in January
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