
Enhanced cleaning, mask requirements and social distancing to help keep you safe.

From the routine to the 
unforeseen, count on us.
To learn more, visit  

SWMConline.com

COMING SUNDAY: City to change trash collection schedule
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BO BOWMAN OPENS — 1B
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BY CHRIS WILSON

chris.wilson@swoknews.com

Special agents from the U.S. Army Criminal In-
vestigation Command are investigating allegations 
of sexual assault involving Fort Sill cadre reported 
by a female trainee.

In a press conference Thursday, Maj. Gen. Ken 
Kamper, Commanding General of the Fires Center 
of Excellence and Fort Sill, said a trainee assigned 
to Fort Sill had reported a sexual assault to post of-
ficials. He didn’t say when the assault took place, but 
said the female trainee made the report March 27.

Kamper said he has personally met with the 
trainee.

“This soldier who came forward with allegations 
of sexual assault is absolutely safe. She has special 
victims counsel and access to all victim services,” 

Kamper said. “We’re just heartbroken, just sad, sad 
that something like this happened. On a personal 
level it is just heartbreaking.”

Fort Sill officials have asked for and received extra 
investigative help from the Department of the Army, 

BY SCOTT RAINS

scott.rains@swoknews.com

At the end of two hours of deliberation Thursday, 
a Comanche County jury determined it was ven-
geance over fear that motivated David Keith Win-
bush to shoot and kill a Lawton High School fresh-
man in 2018.

The jury found Winbush, 37, guilty of first-degree 
murder — deliberate intent for his ac-
tions that resulted in the death of Brian 
Marques Brown Jr. early the morning 
of Dec. 9, 2018. They recommended 
he serve a life sentence in prison with 
opportunity for parole.

District Judge Emmit Tayloe re-
minded the jury the State of Okla-
homa terms 45 years as a life sentence. 
Due to the violent nature of the crime, 
Winbush would have to serve 85 per-
cent of the sentence, or 38 years and three months, 
before becoming eligible for parole.

Winbush requested a pre-sentence investigation 
before formal sentencing. Tayloe ordered the inves-
tigation with the report due back by May 17. Formal 
sentencing will be at 11 a.m. May 19 in his courtroom.

Brown’s mother, Jennifer Patterson, wiped away 
tears after seeing Winbush handcuffed and led away.

“Thank you, God,” she said. “We left it in his hands. 
Justice was served, that’s what matters.”

Following the reading of the verdict, Assistant Dis-
trict Attorney Jill Oliver came to the gallery and em-
braced Patterson. Both hugged tightly as tears flowed.

“You are so strong,” she said to Patterson.
The four days of jury selection and trial has been 

taxing on Brown’s family. His aunt, Johnnie Brown, 
said the photos shown of the teen’s fatal wounds was 
the hardest part to take. She just hopes her family and 
Brown’s friends who were involved can find peace.

Brown was shot at 12:18 a.m. Dec. 9, 2018, ac-
cording to the timing of the 911 call made by Jessie 
Burk, who had ridden to the scene where Winbush’s 
stolen truck had been stopped by Geronimo Marti-
nez Jr. The truck had been taken by two teens shortly 
before midnight Dec. 8, 2018.

Burk and Winbush piled into an SUV driven by 
Kendall Jirtle after Martinez let Winbush know he’d 
found the truck. While en route, Burk called 911. The 
audio proved damning while played in the court-
room. Following the sound of car doors closing, two 
distinct gunshots were heard before Jirtle screamed 
“David, don’t.”

“There is no other evidence that anybody else shot 
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In a Thursday press conference Maj. Gen. Ken Kamper, 

Commanding General of the Fires Center of Excel-

lence and Fort Sill, said a female trainee had reported 

a sexual assault and all Fort Sill cadre involved in the 

allegation had been suspended from duties and re-

moved from the training environment.

Jury finds 
man guilty 
of murder

Jury recommends life in prison
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BY GARY REDDIN 

gary.reddin@swoknews.com

OKLAHOMA CIT Y — 
Oklahoma is recovering from 
the COVID-19 pandemic, but 
there is still every reason to re-
main cautious, Dr. Dale Brat-
zler, chief COVID officer for 
the University of Oklahoma, 
said during a press conference 
Thursday.

“There is sti l l  a lot of 
COVID-19 in the United 
States,” Bratzler said. “I think 
there is a lot of good news 
right now in Oklahoma around 
COVID-19. Oklahoma re-

ported 413 new cases today that 
brought the 7-day rolling aver-
age up only slightly to 325 new 
cases per day on average for the 
last week.”

Testing continues to fall in 
the state, and just over 2 per-
cent of the specimens tested 
this week came back positive 
for COVID-19, according to 
Bratzler.

“We were higher than 19 
percent positive in Decem-
ber, so that’s really good news 
and tells me we have much less 
community spread of the virus,” 
Bratzler said. “And hospitaliza-
tions have largely plateaued, 

we’re staying right around 200 
people a day.”

Despite these encouraging 
signs, Bratzler 
urged caution 
going forward. 
P a r t i c u l a r l y 
for Comanche 
County.

“Perhaps the 
county that is 
seeing the most 
new cases right 
now is Comanche County 
down in Southwest Oklahoma,” 
Bratzler said.

Comanche County has seen 
a daily average of 34 new cases 

in the last 7 days. By compari-
son, Tulsa county has seen only 
7 new cases per 100,000 popu-
lation over the last 7 days, and 
nearby Jackson County has seen 
only 4.

“We did see a bump last 
week,” Comanche County 
Health Department Regional 
Director Brandie Combs said. 
“We had 286 cases reported 
last week and 238 reported this 
week. That’s not a rolling aver-
age just a straight week-to-week 
look. But I will tell you if you 
look back in February and Jan-
uary, we were seeing 700 cases 
a week.”

The bump was expected 
coming off of spring break, 
Combs said. As she and other 
members of the health depart-
ment look at the numbers and 
begin to make comparisons, she 
can make out patterns in the 
data.

“This time last year we got 
into the summer months and 
people started to get tired of 
COVID,” Combs said. “We let 
our guard down too soon, and 
going into the fall we saw stuff 
go off the rails.”

As we once again look toward 
the summer months, Combs 

Comanche County sees most new virus cases in state
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Cindy Noctone, left, and Molly Tinney, work at the Comanche County Election Board Thursday, helping residents 

who want to cast early ballots in the school board, bond issue and city elections under way in Comanche County 

towns. Early voting will continue from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. today at the Comanche County Courthouse. Regular vot-

ing at precincts is set from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. Tuesday.

Waiting for early voters

See Jury, 2A

See Sill, 2A

See Virus, 2A


