
COMING SUNDAY: Design plans to begin for new downtown park 
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Georgina Catling, 75, is tested 

for COVID-19, Thursday, in Miami. 

President Joe Biden is toughening 

COVID-19 vaccine requirements for 

federal workers and contractors as he 

aims to boost vaccinations and curb 

the surging delta variant that is killing 

thousands each week and jeopardiz-

ing the nation’s economic recovery.
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Lawton police are looking to get 
to the bottom of a double-shooting 
Wednesday evening that left two 
people wounded.

A man and woman are being 
treated at a local hospital after be-
ing shot, according to Officer An-
drew Grubbs, Lawton Police infor-
mation officer.

Police and first responders were 
called shortly after 5:30 p.m. to 
437 NW 53rd on the report of a 
20-year-old man who had been 
shot in the head in the home’s 
backyard. The man was taken to 
a hospital where he is currently 
under treatment and care.

Things turned stranger when, 
shortly after the initial call, a 
woman called 911 to report she’d 
been shot. Grubbs said her shoot-
ing is believed to be connected 
to the man’s on Northwest 53rd 
Street.

Emergency radio dispatchers 
reported the woman called sev-
eral times but were unable to lo-
cate her. Investigators learned her 
name and were able to begin ping-
ing her cell phone to zero in on 
her location.

“Officers were able to locate her, 
and she is being treated at a local 
hospital,” Grubbs said.

Detectives from the LPD Crim-
inal Investigation Division are still 
investigating this incident.

No further information into 
the incident is available at the mo-
ment, according to Grubbs.

If you have any information 
concerning this or any other fel-
ony crime, you can call 355-INFO 
(4636) or submit an anonymous 
tip: www.lawtoncrimestoppers.
com.
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Oklahoma State health offi-
cials have two points they are try-
ing to get across to the public as 
the COVID-19 surge continues 
its crush.

The experts said the impact of 
the COVID-19 surge are from too 
low a level of vaccinations by the 
public and staffing shortages for 
clinical care hospital staffs to the 
verge of catastrophe.

On Thursday, Commissioner of 
Health Dr. Lance Frye, Chief Med-
ical Officer Dr. Gitanjali Pai and 
Deputy Commissioner Keith Reed 
from the Oklahoma State Depart-
ment of Health, along with Patti 
Davis, President & CEO of the 
Oklahoma Hospital Association, 
discussed the state of the monster 
that’s impacting Oklahoma in a 
Zoom meeting with journalists.

Frye offered his take on the first 
thing the public can do to counter 
the virus’ severity of impact.

“We need everyone working to-
gether to end this surge through 
vaccinations,” he said.

Reed relayed that 3,924,708 to-
tal doses of the vaccine have been 
administered and 1,776,861 or 
49.9 percent of Oklahomans are 
fully-vaccinated. Fifty-six percent 
of the state’s adult population have 
taken the poke and 78.6 percent of 
the 65-and-older population are 
vaccinated.

As numbers of positive cases 
of COVID-19 have increased dra-
matically, Reed said vaccination 
makes sense in helping ease the 
healthcare burden.

“We’ve had a lot of people step 
up these past few months to get 
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The North American T-6 Texan, Two-Place Advanced Trainer, was the classroom for 

most of the allied pilots who flew in World War II. Called the SNJ by the Navy and the 

Harvard by the British Royal Air Force, the AT-6 (Advanced Trainer) was designed as a 

transition trainer between basic trainers and first-line tactical aircraft. It was re-desig-

nated T-6 in 1948. It is on display at the Halliburton Airfield through Sunday. More pho-

tos on 2A.

Shooting of 
man, woman 
is investigated

COVID-19 
continues to 
crush state
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Work is under way to illustrate the 
changes for downtown Lawton’s largest 
commercial retail space, including a 
new name and, potentially, an entirely 
new look.

Central Plaza — formerly, Central 
Mall — was unveiled last week as part 
of a rebranding campaign coordinated 
by the FISTA Development Trust Au-
thority and InTouch Management Ser-
vices, the entity the trust authority 
designated to run the retail and com-
mon areas of the mall while it retains 

control of the space being converted 
to house military defense contractors.

Jason Wells, with Intouch Man-
agement Services, told trust author-
ity members this week the rebranding 
campaign is well under way, explain-
ing the name change is evident inside 
the mall. Plans also are being made to 
change the marquee on the northern 
edge of the mall property at Southwest 
3rd Street and C Avenue, which still 
says Central Mall.

Entities also are working on a new 
logo for the mall, Wells said, of efforts 
by Intouch and the marketing firms 

Work under way to 
rebrand Central Mall
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WASHINGTON — In his most 
forceful pandemic actions and words, 
President Joe Biden on Thursday an-
nounced sweeping new federal vac-
cine requirements affecting as many 
as 100 million Americans in an all-
out effort to increase COVID-19 vac-
cinations and curb the surging delta 
variant.

Speaking at the White House, 
Biden sharply criticized the roughly 
80 million Americans who are not 
yet vaccinated, despite months of 
availability and incentives.

“We’ve been patient. But our pa-
tience is wearing thin, and your re-
fusal has cost all of us,” he said, all 
but biting off his words. The unvac-
cinated minority “can cause a lot of 
damage, and they are.”

Republican leaders — and some 
union chiefs, too — said Biden was 
going too way too far in trying to 
muscle private companies and work-
ers, a certain sign of legal challenges 
to come.

Gov. Henry McMaster of South 
Carolina said in a statement that 
“Biden and the radical Democrats 
... have declared war against capital-
ism (and) thumbed their noses at the 
Constitution.”

AFL-CIO National President Ev-
erett Kelley insisted that “changes 

Sweeping new federal vaccine 
requirements for Americans
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Justin Stevens ponders his 

pick Thursday while being 

among almost 200 Lawto-

nians to cast early ballots at 

the Comanche County Elec-

tion Board office in the Co-

manche County Courthouse. 

Early voting continues from 

8 a.m. to 6 p.m. today for 

residents who want a head-

start on casting ballots for 

mayor and the Ward 2 City 

Council representative. All 

registered Lawton voters 

may cast ballots for mayor; 

the Ward 2 race is restricted 

to voters in that area.

Early voting for mayor, Ward 2 council
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