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Ike, Mhs meet on basketball court — 1B
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For the first time in nearly a decade, the historic Ferguson House on the Wichita Mountains Wild-

life Refuge looks like its old self again. The father-and-son duo of Mike and Nick Bratzler at Bracon 

Framing of Lawton did the $70,000 project for the Friends of the Wichitas after the Terry K. Bell 

Foundation matched $35,000 in donations from numerous local contributors.

Ferguson House restored
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A 36-year-old Lawton man 
is in jail on $750,000 bond af-
ter charges were filed Monday 
accusing him of killing his sis-
ter and mother in a November 
house fire.

Carl Albert Johnson Jr. 
made his initial appearance 

in Comanche 
County Dis-
t r i c t  C o u r t 
where he re-
c e i v e d  t w o 
counts of sec-
o n d - d e g r e e 
mu rd e r  a n d 
anot her  fe l -
ony count of 

first-degree ar-
son, court records indicate. 
The murder charges are pun-
ishable by 10 years to life in 
prison.

Johnson is accused of dous-
ing the garage of 7904 SW 
Forest with gasoline and ignit-
ing it on Nov. 16 and of ignit-
ing a cardboard box. It caused 
a fire that killed his mother, 
Catherine Johnson, and sister, 
Carole, and caused him to be 
hospitalized, according to the 
charges.

Lawton Deputy Fire Mar-
shal Michael J. Wright inves-
tigated the fire as well as con-
ducted an interview with Carl 
Johnson. During his interview, 
Carl Johnson confessed to buy-
ing gas in a gas can the evening 
of Nov. 16 and to pouring the 
gas in the garage of 7904 SW 
Forest before igniting a card-
board box, causing the fire to 
grow, according to the proba-
ble cause affidavit.

Carole Johnson, 59, and her 
daughter, Cathy Johnson, 37, 

City man charged  
for killing mom,  

sister in fire
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Two murder charges filed 
Monday for deaths from a 
November fire brought the 
total number of homicides 
in Lawton to 19 for 2019.

Second-degree murder 
charges were filed against 
Carl Johnson, 36, for setting 
a fire that killed his mother 
and sister.

The second highest total 
was 18 in 2012, according 
to Constitution records. In 
2018, Lawton reported 10 
homicides. These totals are 
for those recorded in the 
post-1970s-era in Lawton.

Four of those homicides 
remain unsolved.

•Richard Wayne Stin-
son Jr., 34, of Lawton, died 
March 3 from a penetrating 
gunshot wound to the neck 
and torso. No arrests have 
been made.

•Christopher Alexander 
Pugh, 23, of Fort Sill, was 
killed from multiple gun-
shot wounds after being 
caught in crossfire during 
a shootout the morning of 
April 27 at the K9 Motor-
cycle Club’s bar.

Brothers Marcus K. Perry 
and Chance Iwan Jack Perry 
have been charged with 
discharging firearm into 
dwelling or building used 
for public or business pur-
poses, records indicate. No 

New charges 
bring 2019 

homicides to 19
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A Lawton High School teacher and football 
coach is accused of showing pornography from 
his cellphone as well as allowing other disturb-
ing acts in his classroom.

Kalin Anfernee Sadler, 23, of Lawton, 
made his initial appearance Tuesday 
in Comanche County District Court 
where he was charged with a misde-
meanor count of acts resulting in gross 
injury, court records indicate. The crime 
is punishable by a fine up to $500 and/
or imprisonment in the county jail for 
up to a year.

Sadler is accused of displaying ob-
scene material on his cellphone to minor stu-
dents at Lawton High School between Oct. 
1-31, according to the charge.

Lawton Public Schools Police Lt. Josh Seely 
was notified Dec. 9 by Vice Principal Chad 

Kirchen regarding complaints from students 
about an incident that happened in Sadler’s 
class. According to the court affidavit, two stu-
dents complained that Sadler curses at the stu-
dents and they curse back, that he vapes in class 
and that he’d threatened that if anyone told on 
him, “he would make it come back on them.”

Sadler is accused of also showing 
nude photos from his phone to stu-
dents in class and made untoward sex-
ual comments, according to the affi-
davit. He’s also accused of telling sex 
stories in class. Students also claimed 
that he’s shown video of himself en-
gaged in sexual activity. Other students 

offered similar information to police.
Seely spoke with Sadler on Dec. 10. He 

denied all the allegations and said he couldn’t 
understand why anyone would make the alle-
gations “because all of his students respected 

LHS teacher/coach accused  
of showing porn in class
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ATV Safety instructor Mike Klumpp, shows Makenna Puccino, 9, 

that she is too small to be riding a big four-wheeler during a safety 

class on all terrain vehicle safety class held Tuesday at St Mary’s 

Catholic School. See story, 2A.

ATV safety class held
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The City Council approved a six-year con-
tract with Lawton firefighters Tuesday, and set 
a formula into place to determine sales and use 
taxes for the Republic Paperboard Tax Incre-
ment Financing district.

The agreement with the International Asso-
ciation of Fire Fighters Local 1882, overwhelm-
ingly approved by Lawton firefighters, puts 
a contract into place that covers the existing 
(2019-2020) fiscal year, as well as every fiscal 
year through 2024-2025. City administrators 
call the long-term agreement “unprecedented” 
and it won approval from all but Ward 2 Coun-
cilman Keith Jackson.

Among other things, that agreement marks 
the return of a “Me Too” clause, in this case 
assuring firefighters that if non-union general 
employees receive an across-the-board pay 
raise (meaning, other than annual merit step 
increases), firefighters will receive the same 
across-the-board raise.

In addition, the contract agreement affects 
the fire pay plan, increasing the percentage 
spread between Steps G and H, and Steps H 
and I by 5 percent each. The spread between 
Steps G and H would go into effect Jan. 27; the 
spread between Steps H and I would become 
effective Jan. 9, 2023.

Finally, the contract provides for an annual 
public safety sales tax incentive to eligible fire-
fighters, made after all applicable taxes, de-

ductions, withholdings and employee and city 
pension contributions are taken. That incentive 
already can be funded in 2015 Sales Tax Ex-
tension Program and is included in the 2020 
Capital Improvements Program that city voters 
will decide Feb. 11.

Council OKs funding formula for TIF
Earlier in the meeting, council members ap-

proved a funding formula for what is officially 
identified as TIF 3, continuing work associated 
with designation of the Republic Paperboard 
plant property in the west industrial park as a 
Tax Increment Financing (TIF) district.

Council action adopted a resolution setting 
the formula for determining the sales and use 
tax, with those revenues to be designated to the 
apportionment fund that is part of the TIF pro-
cess. The resolution specifies the non-designated 
2 percent sales and use tax generated by the con-
struction, investment, and development activi-
ties in connection with the Republic expansion.

The designation would come under the 
agreement that Republic and the Lawton Eco-
nomic Development Authority are negotiat-
ing to handle the TIF activities, an agreement 
that city officials expect to be set into place by 
month’s end. The revenue will come from the 
$94 million capital investment that Republic 
intends to make in its modernization effort, 
and Republic has pledged to create 20 new 
permanent jobs with an average annual com-
pensation of $108,000 per position.

The TIF process, set by State of Oklahoma 

Council approves 6-year 
contract with firefighters
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