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New COVID-19 cases

City Cases Deaths Recovered

Lawton 1,279 12 1,091

Altus 872 11 739

Chickasha 720 8 619

Anadarko 404 7 341

Duncan 367 4 297

Mangum 101 8 83

Frederick 103 2 88

Comanche 87 1 70

Marlow 91 1 77

Elgin 74 1 54

Cache 65 0 59

Hollis 58 0 47

Apache 71 2 51

Fort Cobb 68 0 60

Walters 59 1 49

Cyril 36 1 27

Rush Springs 27 0 20

Tipton 14 0 13

Fletcher 40 0 28

Hobart 79 1 39

Geronimo 28 0 24

Indiahoma 29 1 19

Carnegie 69 1 47

Cement 41 0 34

Temple 17 2 13

Snyder 16 0 14

Roosevelt 10 0 6

Gotebo 8 0 1

Chattanooga 5 0 4

Mountain View 15 1 11

Sterling 7 0 3

Medicine Park 2 0 1

Faxon 3 0 0

State Totals         103,836   1,143    88,780

State Changes       +1,221       +11              +1,205

Active Cases:       13,913   +5
Source: Oklahoma State Department of Health

As of 7 a.m. Oct. 15 cities in bold reported new  

cases.

BY KIM MCCONNELL

kim.mcconnell@swoknews.com

The City Council will consider a 
proposal to buy Central Mall when 
members meet in special session to-
day.

The 2 p.m. meeting is one of two to-
day associated with a defense contrac-
tor technology park initially planned 
for placement in the old Sears depart-
ment store on the west end of Cen-
tral Mall. Both the council meeting 
at 2 p.m. and a meeting of the FISTA 
Development Trust Authority at 8 a.m. 
will contain items pertaining to that 
FIRES Innovation Science and Tech-
nology Accelerator (FISTA) that coun-
cil members decided in September 
would be placed in the mall.

Council members created the FISTA 
Development Trust Authority in Au-
gust to guide and manage the technol-
ogy park that will house defense con-
tractors associated with Fort Sill and 

the two U.S. Army Cross-Functional 
Teams housed there. Council mem-
bers indicated in September wanted 
to lease the Sears store for that initial 
use, but also had an eye on a purchase 
agreement.

That $14.6 million purchase from 
Central Mall Lawton Realty Holding 
LLC is one of three agenda items the 
council will consider today. Members 
also will look at a resolution approving 
indebtedness by the trust authority of 
up to $18.895 million, selling sales tax 
bonds to cover that debt, and signing 
an agreement that will allow sales tax 
revenue generated by the 2019 Capital 
Improvements Program (CIP) to repay 
the bond debt.

While the lease agreement already 
had been agreed to — subject to due 
diligence to ensure the property meets 
FISTA needs — today will be the first 
public discussion of the plan to buy 
the entire mall. Funding would come 

from the $19 million category in the 
2019 CIP designated for industrial 
economic development.

According to an agenda commentary 
for an item initiated by Ward 4 Coun-
cilman Jay Burk (the council’s repre-
sentative on the nine-member trust au-
thority), interest in the FISTA has been 
strong. In fact, it has been so strong city 
officials want an option for future ex-
pansion by purchasing the entire mall. 
While the mall still has tenants, Burk 
said at a council meeting earlier this 
week there is other vacant space that 
could be used.

Burk and Deputy City Manager Rich-
ard Rogalski said the idea is to blend 
FISTA tenants with existing businesses 
that could be used by FISTA employees.

“We want the mall to stay,” Rogalski 
said.

Rogalski said the FISTA idea started 
with using the old Sears area, but interest 

BY SCOTT RAINS

scott.rains@swoknews.com

It took more than three hours 
for a Comanche County jury to 
determine the fate of a man ac-
cused of murder.

And in its determination, when 
he pulled the trigger and shot and 
killed Tyrone Johnson on Jan. 19, 
2019, he was responding to a per-
ceived threat to his life.

After three days of trial and 
testimony, Regionald V. Talbert, 
a.k.a., “Crazy,” 35, 
of  Lawton, was 
acquitted of the 
charges of first-de-
gree murder — 
deliberate intent, 
and of feloniously 
pointing a firearm. 
The jury did find 
him guilty of pos-
session of a firearm 
after former felony conviction and 
recommended a 25-year prison 
sentence. He waived his right to 
delay sentencing and undergo a 
pre-sentence investigation.

District Judge Emmit Tayloe 
concurred with the jury and sen-
tenced Talbert to the quarter-cen-
tury sentence with consideration 
for time served.

During his testimony before 
the jury Wednesday morning, 
Talbert said he’d felt threatened 

BY KAREN FLOWERS

Correspondent

Weathering persistent 30 
mile-per-hour wind gusts 
out of the north that blew 
his long mane back and away 
from his face, Sonny, a re-
cent Fort Sill Artillery Half 
Section equine acquisition, 
made his official media de-
but Thursday morning at the 
Half Section stables on post.

The process of acquiring 
a new horse such as Sonny 
is inevitably prompted by 
a Half Section horse either 
becoming injured or upon 
approaching his retirement 
age, according to Section 
Chief Gerald Stuck. Two of 
the Half Section horses are 
in their early 30s now, he 
noted.

As circumstances war-
rant the addition of a horse, 
Stuck makes that selection 
only after carefully review-
ing a 1935 cavalry remount 
manual and meticulously 
studying vintage 75-year-
old photographs.

That 1935 cavalry man-
ual specifies the horse’s size, 

age, color, and temperament, 
said Stuck.

A candidate under Stuck’s 
consideration has to be be-
tween 15 and 16 hands tall, 
range in age from 7 to 12 
years, and be bay (brown) 
in color with black points on 
the mane, tail, ear edges, and 
lower legs.

A horse’s height is mea-
sured in four-inch incre-
ments, the width of a hand, 
from the ground to the ani-
mal’s withers. A horse whose 
height is 15 hands stands 5 
feet tall at the withers.

Also as per the manual, 
each equine Half Section 
candidate has to have me-
dium bone structure and be 
gelded (castrated), saddle 
broke, and gentle.

Standing 15 hands (5 feet) 
tall at the withers, Sonny is 
a 12-year-old dark bay geld-
ing with black points and a 
medium bone structure. He 
was purchased from Davis 
Farms in Marlow.

Early on, Stuck deemed 
Sonny a pretty gentle ani-
mal with a really good head, 

Man cleared 
of murder, 
guilty of 
gun charge
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Council to consider buying Central Mall, 
setting up funding for FISTA project

Michael D. Pope/staff

The former Dillard’s department store on the south side of Central Mall is vacant, but could become a new home for defense con-

tractors, if the City Council accepts a proposal today to buy the mall.

Fort Sill Artillery Half Section introduces Sonny

Photo by Karen Flowers

Sonny, a 12-year-old dark bay gelding with black points, 

makes his media debut Thursday as the Fort Sill Artillery 

Half Section’s newest horse-in-training.

See FISTA, 2A

See Sonny, 2A

See Trial, 2A


