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DUNCAN — A man and 
woman accused of murdering 
the other man in their poly-
amorous relationship are being 
held on a combined $3.75 mil-
lion bond for what investigators 
say were their roles in his death.

Koby William Tidwell, 25, 
and Rebecca Elizabeth Farber, 
36, both of Duncan, made their 

initial appear-
ances Friday in 
Stephens County 
District Court 
where they were 
charged.

According to 
statements made 
to the police, 
when Tidwell 
showed Farber the dead man, 
he said they had sex twice.

“I don’t know why, but it 

turned me on 
when she could 
look at some-
one that  she 
said she loved … 
dead,” Tidwell is 
quoted as saying.

Tidwell, who 
is accused of 
shooting and 
killing Keith Daniel Williams, 
30, last weekend, was charged 
with second-degree murder af-

ter former felony conviction. 
Conviction is punishable by be-
tween 20 years to life in prison 
due to a prior felony conviction. 
At least 85 percent of the sen-
tence must be served before be-
ing eligible for parole.

Farber is charged with ac-
cessory after the fact, records 
indicate. She faces up to 22 ½ 
years in prison if convicted due 
to prior felony convictions.

The pair were picked up by 

police Tuesday after Williams’ 
body was found on the railroad 
tracks behind Delta Nutrition 
Center, 1110 N. 7th, in Duncan. 
He was found lying on his back 
and had a gunshot wound and 
stippling to the right side of his 
face, according to the probable 
cause affidavit. Stippling rep-
resents a gun being in close con-
tact to the skin when it went off.

During an interview with 

Pair jailed in Duncan for murder allegations

TIDWELL FARBER

People Pandemicof
the

The Lawton Constitution series on the 
human toll of the pandemic.

BY GARY REDDIN 

gary.reddin@swoknews.com

“Because of circumstances beyond 
our control…”

Month after month over the last year 
dance troupes, 
theaters, artist 
collectives, mu-
seums, festival 
organizers and 
more have found 
themselves hav-
ing to open an an-
nouncement with 
those six dreaded 
words.

But even as live 

events were canceled en masse, the peo-
ple behind these organizations perse-
vered. The mantra of the moment fell 
back on that old theatrical axiom, “the 
show must go on.”

Arts for All, Lawton’s umbrella or-
ganization that 
supports the 
city’s arts com-
munity,  was 
forced to can-
cel its annual 
festival. Which 
meant not only 
t h e  l o s s  o f 
funds for the 
organization, 

Lawton’s artists persevere 
through the pandemic
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Some of the cast of “The Rainbow Fish Musical” practice at Lawton Community The-

atre recently. The COVID-19 pandemic has seen area artists yearn for a forum for their 

talents.

BY KIM MCCONNELL

kim.mcconnell@swoknews.com

Local public school su-
perintendents are critical of 
Thursday’s decision by the 
Oklahoma State Board of Ed-
ucation that would share pub-
lic school funding with Okla-
homa’s charter schools.

Educators, including State 
Superintendent of Public In-
struction Joy Hofmeister and 
the Oklahoma State Schools 
Boards Association, say the 
4-3 decision is unconstitu-
tional and a gross overstep 

of the school board’s author-
ity. Supporters say the deci-
sion was correct because the 
Oklahoma statute that al-
lows charter schools is very 
clear that they, too, are public 
schools and thus deserve the 
funding.

Lawton Public Schools Su-
perintendent Kevin Hime, 
Cache Public Schools Super-
intendent Chad Hance and 
Elgin Public Schools Super-
intendent Nate Meraz say the 
ruling — which they agree is 
unconstitutional — will cre-
ate a myriad of problems for 
public school districts already 

Superintendents 
angry about 
decision forcing 
sharing of 
school revenue
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BY CHRIS WILSON
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Fort Sill celebrated the ac-
complishments and career of 
Gen. Marty, a 32-year-old bay 
horse of Fort Sill’s famed Ar-
tillery Half Section, in a retire-
ment ceremony Friday.

“Marty has been an integral 
member of the Half Section 
for 20-plus years of service,” 
said Col. Rhett Taylor, Fort Sill 

Garrison Commander. “As any 
soldier or Department of Army 
civilian departs our ranks, we 
take pause to celebrate their ser-
vice and hard work and honor 
their dedication as a commit-
ted team member. We are truly 
proud to have had Marty as part 
of the Fort Sill team. We will 
miss Marty, but know it is time 
for him to enjoy the sunshine 
and greener pastures.”

Marty will finish out the re-

mainder of years under the care 
of Luke Moody and his family.

“He’s probably just going 
to be what you call ‘yard art’,” 
said Moody, owner of a Lawton 
horse ranch.

Moody faced some pretty 
hefty competition for the honor 
of owning the horse, said Ger-
ald Stuck, chief of the Artillery 
Half Section. Candidates were 

Sill retires Gen. Marty from Half Section
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Chief of the Fort Sill Half Section, Gerald Stuck, leads Marty to his re-

tirement.
See Marty, 2A
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A July 2020 U.S. Supreme 
Court ruling has opened the 
door to more far reaching im-
plications throughout Indian 
Country.

Its precedent has already 
led the Oklahoma Court of 
Criminal Appeals to reverse 
several criminal convictions 
involving Native Americans. 
Court challenges are rising 
under the argument of juris-
diction and the relation be-
tween treaties between the 
United States and the tribal 
nations.

The July 7, 2020, McGirt 
v. Oklahoma decision by the 
nation’s highest court ruled 
with a 5-4 vote that, in cases 
covered by the federal Ma-
jor Crimes Act, much of the 
eastern portion of the state re-
mains Native American land 
as the prior reservations of the 
Five Civilized Tribes: Cher-
okee, Choctaw, Chickasaw, 
Muscogee-Creek and Semi-
nole.

In the aftermath, new crimes 
involving Native Americans in 

Implications 
of McGirt 
court ruling 
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