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Lawton police are investigating the city’s po-
tential third homicide following a Monday morn-
ing stabbing.

Police were called around 4:30 a.m. to Coman-
che County Memorial Hospital on the report of 
an unidentified stabbing victim. Officer Andrew 
Grubbs said the victim was brought to the hos-
pital by another person.

By the time officers arrived, Grubbs said med-
ical staff had pronounced the victim dead. Few 
other details are available.

“CID (Criminal Invetigation Division detec-
tives) is still investigating,” he said. “We’re trying 
to contact the family.”

It’s been just over a month since the city’s last 
homicide.

Tyrese Roundtree, 25, was killed in a Feb. 
6 shootout. Police discovered the case after 
Roundtree was taken to a local hospital for treat-
ment of his wounds. He died soon after.

Dalon Jocore Lindley, 27, is in jail on $1 million 
bond for fatally shooting Roundtree. Lindley has 
been charged with second-degree murder, use of 
a vehicle in the discharge of a weapon, assault and 
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DAVIDSON — A 63-year-old Davidson man 
is in jail and the Oklahoma State Bureau of In-
vestigation (OSBI) has opened an inquiry into 
an officer-involved shooting that left a Tillman 
County Sheriff ’s Deputy injured.

The Tillman County Sheriff ’s Department 
was investigating an undisclosed incident that 
occured Saturday and went to the home in the 
200 block of West Grand in Davidson Sunday 
afternoon. According to the OSBI, before dep-
uties could ring the doorbell, gunfire erupted 
from inside, causing the deputies to return fire 
and seek cover.

Tillman County called in backup from the 
Oklahoma Highway Patrol (OHP) and members 
of the OHP Tactical Team and Frederick Police 
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City Council members will dis-
cuss Lawton’s mask mandate today, 
but their ultimate decision — re-
peal the mandate or let it in place 
— will depend on which of three 
separate items they decide to adopt.

The meeting will begin at 2 p.m. 
in the auditorium of Lawton City 
Hall, Southwest 9th and C.

Lawton has been under a mask 
mandate because of the COVID-19 
pandemic since July 2020, when 
the council adopted an ordinance 
that directs most residents (exemp-
tions are provided) to wear masks 
or facial coverings while inside a 
commercial entity or other build-
ing, structure or space open to the 
public, or while riding public tran-
sit. While the council has looked at 

that ordinance multiple times since 
adopting it, it has remained essen-
tially unchanged.

Today’s discussion started last 
week with a recommendation from 
city staff to add a new category to 
the list of exemptions granted to the 
mask ordinance: for two or more 
persons in a confined area when 
everyone has received his/her fi-
nal dose of a COVID-19 vaccina-
tion more than 14 days previously. 
City staff also added the “sunset 
provision” that council members 
have debated in recent months, or 
a trigger that would allow the man-
date to expire. Under the staff ’s pro-
posal, that would be if Gov. Kevin 
Stitt’s COVID-19 Emergency Dec-
laration expires (although Stitt 
deleted the mask mandate for 
state agencies, the provision itself 
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In this July 2020 file photo, Okla-

homa Department of Health District 

5 regional director Brandie Combs 

answers questions from the city 

council’s meeting where the council 

discussed the possibility of mandat-
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A lone fisherman casts his line from the banks of Lake Helen at Elmer Thomas Park during Monday’s rainy weather. 

The National Weather Service reported 0.44 of an inch of rainfall at 7 p.m.

Lone fisherman on a rainy Monday
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Lower than anticipated vac-
cine appointments has the 
Health Department opening 
more Points of Dispensing 
(POD) and encouraging every-
one to get the vaccine as soon 
as possible.

In weeks prior, many were 
left struggling to get their first 
and second doses of the vaccine 
when available appointments 
on the state’s vaccine portal 
filled almost as quickly as they 
became available. Now, with 
appointment numbers declin-
ing this week, Brandie Combs, 
Regional Director for District 

5/Southwest Oklahoma, is en-
couraging everyone in Phases 
1-3 of the state’s vaccine plan 
to get their dose as soon as they 
can.

Oklahoma State Department 
of Health made this week’s vac-
cine appointments available 
Thursday, with appointments 
available at Cameron University 
for staff and students and Cen-
tral Mall. As of Monday, Cam-
eron only had 300 out of 1,500 
appointments scheduled while 
Central Mall was slightly better 
with 600 of 1,100 appointment 
slots taken.

In an effort to improve 
those numbers, Combs is 

Plenty appointments available for those who need vaccine
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In this February 2021 file photo, 

Yvonne Garrett, an RN with the 

Comanche County Health De-

partment, discusses possible 

side effects of the vaccine with 

Roy Brotherton at a special clinic 

held Feb. 21 to vaccinate those 

who were rescheduled due to 

weather. The health department 

is encouraging everyone to get 

the vaccine as soon as possible.
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As a former gang member, 
Jeffery Elbert said he sees the 
need for programs that give 
youth genuine options away 
from gangs.

“That’s my intention for be-
ing here,” Elbert said Monday 

at the inaugural meeting of 
the Youth and Family Affairs 
Committee, adding he knows 
there are those as young as 18-
19 years old who have “experi-
enced enough of life to know 
they don’t want to do that any 
more.”

Programs that steer at-risk 
teens away from the criminal 

justice system are the top pri-
ority for that Youth and Fam-
ily Affairs Committee, whose 
members say they are interested 
in programs that already exist 
for youth and families, as well 
as new ideas. The end result, as 
defined by the ordinance that 
created the committee, is iden-
tifying opportunities for youth 

to develop life and career-en-
hancing skills.

Sylvia Burgess, who helped 
moderate Monday’s on-line 
Zoom meeting, said all pro-
grams that the committee 
comes up with “have to fit into 
this vision.” That’s important 
because the youth-centered 
board doesn’t just want to 

identify programs; they want to 
fund them.

Mayor Stan Booker, who 
made the youth initiative one 
of his speaking points as he ex-
plained the 2019 Capital Im-
provements Program to resi-
dents in 2019, noted the CIP 
has identified $6 million for 

New committee searching for options for at-risk youth
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