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decision pays off for cunningham, cowboys — 1B
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COMANCHE COUNTY — When 
Melanie Jackson began clearing out the 
overgrown Mount Scott Cemetery, she 
never intended to become its unoffi-
cial caretaker. But now, the headstrong 
woman from rural Oklahoma is em-
bracing the role and inspiring others to 
her cause.

It was a follow-up 100 years in the 
making when Jackson brought an arti-
cle written by The Lawton Constitution 
in 1901 to our attention last month. The 
article listed the passing of one Ivan L. 
Brady, a World War I veteran who had 

died from tuberculosis, and whose body 
had been returned to his family in Law-
ton where he would be laid to rest in 
Mount Scott Cemetery.

Jackson had found Brady’s resting 
place, forgotten and overgrown, just be-
yond Lake Lawtonka on a quiet stretch 
of backroad. She had been busy cleaning 
the old gravesite of brush and debris, 
marking off burial sites and attempting 
to get recognition for the soldier’s grave. 
She was hoping some exposure would 
bring her some help.

After the story ran in The Lawton 
Constitution, Jackson got her wish.

“I had a lot of calls from people look-

ing to help after the story,” Jackson said. 
“I’ve had several people come out, we’ve 
got it weedeated a little further back 
and we’ve identified two more (possi-
ble grave sites). Hillary Communica-
tions came out and strung the flagpole 
for me, and Bruce Dwyer came out and 
hung the flag.”

Dwyer, a member of the Military 
Order of the Purple Heart, was so 
moved by Jackson’s story, that he im-
mediately reached out to his Depart-
ment Commander in the order, Larry 
Van Schuyver, to inquire about getting 
Brady a proper, military headstone. 
Schuyver scheduled a meeting with the 

OKLAHOMA CITY — 
Mid-March marks 75 years 
since Nat King Cole re-
corded what would become 
the definitive song for peo-
ple to “(Get Your Kicks On) 
Route 66.”

These days, travelers and 
Route 66 enthusiasts who 
“plan to motor west” will 
have an easier way to spot 
the Mother Road in Okla-
homa. Revised historical 
route markers are going up 
over the next few months 
along key areas as one of the 
first visual cues that the state 
is getting ready for the up-
coming Route 66 centennial 
celebrations in 2026.

The new design is the re-
sult of input from Lt. Gov. 
Matt Pinnell, who is also 
the state’s Secretary of Tour-
ism & Branding, the Okla-
homa Route 66 Centennial 
Commission, the Oklahoma 
Historical Society, the Okla-
homa Route 66 Association, 
the Route 66 Alliance and 
the Oklahoma Department 
of Transportation, the Okla-
homa Department of Trans-
portation said in a statement.

“Traveling on Route 66 

and seeing the incredible his-

tory of this highway in per-

son is a destination trip for 

people worldwide, and we 

are so incredibly fortunate 

to have this gem right here 
in our state,” Pinnell said in 
a press release. “These signs 
will help drivers easily iden-
tify areas of the Mother Road 
and bring new awareness to 
this transportation treasure 
in Oklahoma.”

The signs have a brown 
background which is used 
nationally to designate areas 
of cultural significance. The 
words “historic” and “route” 
will be in white letters, which 
is a change from the current 
design that uses black letter-
ing. A historic font pays hom-
age to the early version of the 
signs and the recognizable 
US-66 shield is featured.

“Oklahoma has more 
drivable miles of Route 66 
than any other state, making 
it an easily accessible historic 
destination which will show-
case the signs all around our 
state,” Oklahoma Secretary 
of Transportation Tim Gatz 
said. “These signs are a low-
cost project that will have a 
major impact for everyone 
wanting to see what makes 
Route 66 so special.

The original path of Route 

Restoration of gravesite moves forward
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Melanie Jackson and other volunteers have cleared over 50 percent of the cemetery grounds.

See Cemetery, 2A
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Forms are set Wednesday as a road crew prepares to pour a new con-

crete median in the West Gore Boulevard roadway in front of the en-

trance to Eisenhower Middle School. The project, designed to ease en-

trance into the campus, is among the last of the work associated with 

construction of the new school.

Readying to pour concreteNew signs will point the way 
to Mother Road in Oklahoma
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The signs have a brown back-

ground which is used nation-

ally to designate areas of cul-

tural significance. The words 

“historic” and “route” will be 

in white letters, which is a 

change from the current de-

sign that uses black lettering. 

A historic font pays homage 

to the early version of the 

signs and the recognizable 

US-66 shield is featured.

See Route 66, 2A
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The State Medical Examiner 
released the autopsy report for a 
man shot and killed in November 
2020.

The admitted 
shooter has told in-
vestigators his gun 
went off acciden-
tally.

Douglas Patrick 
Armondi Jr., 44, of 
Lawton, was killed 
by a through-and-
through gunshot 
wound to the head the night of 
Nov. 18, 2020, according to Med-
ical Examiner Lisa Barton.

Barton reported the victim had 
amphetamine and methamphet-
amine in his bloodstream. She 
ruled the cause of death a homi-
cide.

Armondi’s death was the 16th 
reported in Lawton in 2020.

The Comanche County District 
Attorney’s office is accusing Bryan 
Derrell Bruce of killing Armondi 
through negligence from a bad de-
cision that led to Armondi’s death.

Bruce, 42, of Lawton, was ac-
cused of pulling the trigger. 
He made his initial appearance 
in Comanche County District 
Court where he was charged with 
first-degree manslaughter and 
possession of a firearm after for-
mer felony conviction, records in-
dicate. Manslaughter is punished 
by a minimum of four years in 

ME releases 
report of 2020 
shooting death
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See ME, 2A


