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Lawton and its water cus-
tomers use an average of 14 
million gallons of water a day 
in the winter months.

The usage figure was 31 
million gallons a day (MGD) 
Monday morning. That illus-
trates the magnitude of the 
struggle City of Lawton util-
ity crews are facing in the 
wake of a winter storm that 
brought frigid temperatures 
for a length of time most resi-
dents have never seen before, 
said Lawton Utility Services 
Director Rusty Whisenhunt. 
The problem boils down to 
simple math.

“Fifteen mil l ion gal-
lons is flowing somewhere,” 
Whisenhunt said of the dif-
ference in what residents nor-
mally use and what the sys-
tem is producing. “There’s 
still a lot of water leaks.”

The issue is largely re-
sponsible for the low water 

pressure and outages across 
Lawton. So, a city structure 
that spent three-quarters of 
last week focused on streets 
shifted by week’s end to water, 
as crews from a combination 
of city divisions track down 
broken lines, damaged air re-
lief valves (devices that bleed 
off air in water lines/mains), 
frozen water meters and any 
other issue affecting water.

Consider the numbers. 
In addition to a water treat-
ment total more than dou-
ble normal usage (31 MGD 
is a summer demand figure), 
city crews had identified and 
shut off more than 500 water 
meters by late Monday morn-
ing because of problems with 
private service lines that run 
from the meter to the struc-
ture.

Whisenhunt said it is im-
portant to identify all leaks 
and shut them down for re-
pairs for a multitude of rea-
sons. For residents, that ex-
cessive demand for water is 

the reason many experienced 
low pressure or no water at 
all. Whisenhunt said high de-
mand on the system drained 

the city’s elevated water 
towers and ground storage 
tank in north, east and west 

Extreme weather 
is causing Lawton 
water problems
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Water spews into the air Monday, the result of an air relief valve 

on a waterline that froze, then broke. The damage was seen on 

multiple lines, the result of frigid temperatures from last week’s 

winter storm, and is contributing to water pressure and water 

loss problems across Lawton, city officials said.

See Water, 2A
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Students at Edison Elemen-
tary School won’t be returning to 
their classrooms any time soon 
and MacArthur Middle School ex-
pects to extend virtual learning for 
its students through Spring Break.

Lawton Public Schools Super-
intendent Kevin Hime notified 
Edison parents Monday their chil-
dren will attend classes virtually 
for two more days, then move to 
two other elementary schools for 
an indefinite time while the dis-
trict repairs damages inside Ed-
ison. In addition, repairs inside 
MacArthur Middle School are ex-
pected to take up to 10 days, keep-
ing those secondary students in 
virtual learning.

The culprit was last week’s ex-
treme weather, bitterly cold tem-
peratures that broke waterlines 
in schools across the city. While 
some damage was minor, the dam-
age at Edison was extensive.

Hime said last week a broken 
waterline in the school flooded 
and damaged floors in every class-
room. While the district mainte-
nance staff worked over the week-
end to dry out the floors, they also 
analyzed options in the event 
flooring had to be replaced in ev-
ery classroom. That’s the case, dis-
trict officials said Monday.

In a letter to parents, Hime said 
after assessing the damage, district 
officials decided “it is vital that we 
replace the flooring in the class-
rooms and throughout the build-
ing,” a process he said would take 
weeks. Acknowledging the situ-
ation is not ideal, Hime said re-
moving students from the school 
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MARLOW – A 49-year-
old Marlow woman is in jail 
on a $1 million bond for a 
second-degree murder count 
and 112 counts of cruelty 
to animals for a home-run 
puppy mill.

Karen Jean Pritchard 
made her initial appearance 
Monday in Stephens County 
District Court where she re-
ceived felony counts of sec-
ond-degree murder and over 
100 counts of animal cruelty, 

records indicate. The murder 
charge is punishable by life 
in prison.

According to the probable 
cause affidavit, Pritchard ad-
mitted to killing Ashely An-
derson, 31, of Marlow. A wit-
ness said he was friends with 
Pritchard for several years, 
and on Feb. 9, they were in-
stalling a heater in the living 
room of Prithcard’s home at 
2496 N. U.S. 81 and all ap-
peared normal. 

He said Pritchard called 
him on Feb. 11 and he missed 
the call, calling her back later. 

He said when 
he talked to 
her, Pritchard 
said that An-
d e rs on  w as 
dead after she 
backed over 
her with her 
vehicle, the af-
fidavit states. 

She told him she’d hit a golf 
cart that was in the area and 
later found Anderson lying on 
the ground in the area where 
she’d hit the golf cart. She told 
him she’d drug Anderson into 
the house where she’d been 

ever since. Pritchard told 
him she thought Anderson 
was cold and she was trying 
to warm her up.

The witness said he told 
Pritchard to call law enforce-
ment. He said Pritchard told 
him that Anderson doesn’t 
have any relatives she com-
municates with and said she 
was acting “nervous and 
scared,” according to the af-
fidavit.

Stephens County Sheriff ’s 
deputies, along with district 
attorney investigators came to 

See LPS, 2A

BY CHRIS WILSON

chris.wilson@swoknews.com

Educators, school staff and 
residents under 65 with co-
morbidities began receiving 
vaccines Monday as the state 
moves into the next portion 
of Phase 2 of the vaccine dis-
tribution plan.

The Lawton High School 
Cafeteria hosted about 1,000 
teachers and staff not only 
from Lawton Public Schools 
but from area schools such as 
Apache and Geronimo. Vac-
cine distribution for 65 and 
under with comorbidities was 
held at the former Dillard’s 
store in Central Mall.

“Today, because of the 
partnership with Lawton 
Public Schools, we’re able to 
vaccinate a lot of educators 
in Comanche County,” said 
Brandie Combs, regional di-
rector for the Oklahoma De-
partment of Health District 

5. “So we’re doing 1,000 shots 
at the mall and we’re doing 
1,000 shots here at LHS, and 
this partnership so no group 
was left behind.”

LPS Superintendent Kevin 
Hime said he supported the 
clinic and the state’s effort to 
vaccinate educators and staff 
so much so he made Mon-
day a virtual day. He said the 
virtual day helped free up 
teachers and staff to receive 
the vaccine as well as allowed 
school medical staff to assist 
with distribution.

“This vaccine gives our 
teachers that reassurance,” 
Hime said. “These are the 
people are face to face with 
the students. I’ve said this 
over and over — everything 
you read and all the experts 
will tell you, the safest place 
for kids is in school face-to-
face, but nowhere in the fine 
print does it say the safest 

place for teachers is in school 
face-to-face. So, the adults are 
at risk and this is going to take 
some of that risk away, and it’s 
going to make it where we can 
continue to keep our kids in 
the classroom.”

The Physicians’ Hospital 

in Anadarko partnered with 
the Oklahoma State Depart-
ment of Health to host a vac-
cine distribution clinic Mon-
day, the organization said in 
a press release. The clinic pro-
vided 120 Anadarko Public 

Educators, school 
staff begin receiving 
COVID-19 vaccine
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An Anadarko Public Schools teacher receives their first dose of 

the vaccine Monday from at the clinic held at APS.

See Vaccines, 3B
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ANADARKO — A 51-year-old 
Kiowa tribal member was found 
dead Sunday after freezing to 
death in an abandoned pickup 
parked in back of an Anadarko 
home.

Truman “T.L.” 
Leon Baker was 
found dead Sunday 
by his brother who 
was checking on 
him at a home on 
Ware’s Road about 
10 miles southwest 
of Anadarko.

Family mem-
bers told Kiowa News and Pub-
lic Relations (KNPR) that it was 
not unusual for Baker to go and 
stay at different places for days, 
but the freezing temperatures got 
them worried and that’s when 
they started their search.

Robert ‘Whitey’ Baker, the 
older brother, found Baker in an 
abandoned pickup truck parked 
in the back of the house. His sis-
ter Bambi Allen said they started 
their search days ago and the 
truck out back was covered in 

Family finds 
man frozen to 
death in truck
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