
Heart Healthy Luncheon 
Bypass Surgery & Heart Valve Replacement

February 19, 2020 • 11:30AM - 1:00PM 
CCMH Oakwood Conference Center 
Featuring, Dr. Timothy Trotter, Cardiovascular Thoracic Surgeon.

Comanche County Memorial Hospital is the only comprehensive heart program  

in southwest Oklahoma and Oklahoma’s First Primary Heart Attack Center!

$10
Call 580.585.5406 to RSVP by February 14, 2020

COMING SATURDAY: Elgin students practice kindness 
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Cameron Aggies take on UT Tyler — 1B
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Dude, be nice.
That’s the name and message of this week’s 

Central Middle School events.
“The week is about much more than just 

anti-bullying,” Denise Aguilar, Central Middle 
School Spanish teacher, said. “It is an initiative 
for students to create a positive environment 
and good vibes.”

Aguilar said the week of positive vibes has 
“absolutely” made a difference.

On Tuesday, for Encouraging Messages Day, 
students wrote their gratitude and other posi-
tive messages on billboards in the cafeteria. The 
billboards focused on parts of the community 
and included the military, firefighters, police 
and the City of Lawton.

“The students are going to deliver these mes-
sages to these groups,” Aguilar said. “It makes 
the students realize that the school is successful 
because of inside the school and outside the 
school, in the community.”

Seventh-grader Caleb Honold wrote, “Thank 
you for your service and everything you guys 
do for our country” on the military billboard.

“My uncle’s being deployed,” Honold said. 
“It’s a personal message.”

On the lockers, more than 1,000 inspira-
tional messages were posted with sticky notes 
to say, “You matter,” Aguilar said.

This week also includes displays of appre-
ciation for teachers, secretaries and other em-
ployees of the school. For example, the students 
gave the crossing guard an umbrella and a gift 
card to Sonic.

Monday was Compliment Day and the rest 
of “Dude, be nice” week continues with Grat-
itude Day, Appreciation Day and Recognition 
Day.

“On Friday is our big reveal day. We’re going 
to have an assembly and the kids, the Student 
Council, have chosen a person or a group of 
people to honor for their support at CMS (Cen-
tral Middle School),” Aguilar said.

“I was very impressed with the program 
initiative (“Dude, be nice” week) after learning 
about this at the state convention in 2016 and 
wanted to bring it back if we could in some 
form for our school.

“But this program was actually due in part 
to the persistence of a former student I had 
in student council for two years, Mercedes 
Terry,” Aguilar said. “She (Mercedes) really 
believed in the program and kept asking me 
if we could do something with it, even if it 
was on a smaller scale, to get it going. We 
both fell in love with the program and with 
her enthusiasm and persistence, this program 
was given life in Lawton.

“It truly would not be a program if one of my 
former students did not have a passion about 
it like I did,” she said.

‘Dude, be nice’ week is in full 
swing at Central Middle School
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Seventh-grader Cesar Sarmiento writes a message of comfort to first responders during “Dude, be 

nice” Week at Central Middle School.
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Kay Means, right, assistant director in the Office of Admissions at 

Cameron University, speaks to a group of Lawton high school stu-

dents about the university and college life on Thursday. The event 

was part of A.I.M., (Apprenticeship, Internship, Mentorship) pro-

gram at Lawton Public Schools. The program pairs students with 

mentors in the community.

A.I.M. Tour at CU
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DUNCAN — Stephens 
County may soon be a “Sec-
ond Amendment Sanctuary 
County” following the sher-
iff ’s declaration of intent to 
approach the County Board 
of Commissioners for its es-
tablishment.

Stephens County 
Sheriff Wayne McK-
inney posted the dec-
laration to the depart-
ment’s Facebook page 
Thursday morning an-
nouncing the designa-
tion proposal. In it, he 
declares the office’s “in-
tent to oppose any and all in-
fringement on the rights and 
liberties of law-abiding citi-
zens to keep and bear arms” 
through any legal means to in-
clude court action.

McKinney told The Con-
stitution it’s a preemptive 
way of establishing a posi-
tion if rumors about potential 
changes to state and/or fed-
eral law regarding firearms 
come true.

“This has nothing to do 
about the laws we have, it 
has to do with the confis-
cation of firearms from le-
gal law-abiding citizens,” he 
said. “I’m making a state-
ment that I will not partici-
pate with that. Not that any-
thing’s in the mill, it’s just 
that legislators have started 
talking about that.”

McKinney said he’s among 
other sheriffs across the state 

who have taken similar steps. 
He said the sanctuary idea fol-
lowed another state’s issues in 
January regarding gun law pro-
posals.

“This has nothing to do 
about the laws we have,” he 
said. “It has to do with the con-
fiscation of firearms from legal, 

law-abiding citizens.”
Concerns about the 

recent push in Virginia 
for new gun control 
laws attracted a back-
lash by gun rights sup-
porters. The majority of 
Virginia counties have 
since declared them-
selves “Second Amend-

ment Sanctuaries” that 
won’t enforce laws they claim 
are unconstitutional.

The proposals under con-
sideration in Virginia included 
the following proposals, ac-
cording to Vox:

•Universal background 
checks for all sales, including 
private transactions;

•Limiting handgun pur-
chases to one purchase per 30-
day period; a law repealed in 
Virginia in 2012;

•A “red flag” law allowing 
courts and law enforcement 
to temporarily seize a person’s 
guns if determined to be a dan-
ger to himself or others;

•Allowing local govern-
ments to ban guns in pub-
lic spaces during permitted 
events;

•A ban on assault weapons 
and high-capacity magazines;

•Requiring lost and stolen 

Sheriff wants to 
establish ‘Second 

Amendment 
Sanctuary 
County’
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Mystery remains smolder-
ing in the aftermath of the Feb. 
4 discovery of a body of an 
unidentified person who per-
ished in a fire two days earlier 
in a southwest Lawton shed.

The incident continues to 
be investigated by the Law-
ton Fire Marshal’s Office, in 
conjunction with the Lawton 
Police Department and State 
Medical Examiner, according 
to Tiffany Martinez Vrska, 
Community Relations Direc-
tor for the City of Lawton.

It began when Lawton 
firefighters were called to a 
house fire Feb. 2 at 1105 SW 
7th. The fire caught an ad-
jacent shed at 704 SW Park 
on fire.

Lawton firefighters put out 
both fires and spoke with res-
idents of both homes to make 
sure everyone was accounted 
for.

Two days later, an insur-
ance representative review-
ing the scene discovered the 
body in the shed, according 
to Vrska. That’s when the in-
vestigation began.

Vrska said the body hasn’t 
been identified yet. The State 
Medical Examiner’s Office has 
not responded to a request for 
information by The Consti-
tution.

Following the incident, 
Fire Chief Raanon Adams 
called the whole thing, “a 
unique set of circumstances,” 
but called the failure to locate 
the victim during the initial 
investigation “unacceptable.” 
In a statement, he said that 
all staff involved will address 
what happened and make 
corrections.

Investigation continues into body 
found in shed that had caught on fire
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