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COVID-19 by the numbers

City Cases Deaths Recovered

Lawton 563 9 510

Mangum 76 7 62

Chickasha 210 4 185

Altus 405 3 247

Frederick 42 1 37

Duncan 107 1 84

Anadarko 123 2 56

Comanche 30 1 29

Elgin 26 0 24

Temple 5 2 3

Fort Cobb 15 0 12

Mountain View 4 1 2

Cache 22 0 17

Fletcher 9 0 6

Rush Springs 11 0 8

Hobart 9 0 9

Cyril 9 1 5

Marlow 29 0 26

Apache 16 0 10

Indiahoma 7 0 6

Geronimo 8 0 5

Snyder 5 0 4

Medicine Park 1 0 1

Walters 12 0 10

Carnegie 7 0 4

Gotebo 1 0 1

Tipton 11 0 6

Cement 5 0 5

Mountain Park 1 0 1

Chattanooga 1 0 1

Hollis 13 0 3

Roosevelt 2 0 2

Grandfield	 1	 0	 1
Eldorado 2 0 1

State Totals 35,740 536 28,411

State Changes +1,117 +13 +1,025
Source: Oklahoma State Department of Health

As of 7 a.m. July 30
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The State of Oklahoma will pro-
vide personal protective equipment to 
school districts across the state in Au-
gust and will set a monthly testing plan 
in place for teachers, Gov. Kevin Stitt 
said Thursday.

Stitt, giving his first press confer-
ence since returning to public duties 
after quarantining for two weeks be-
cause of his COVID-19 diagnosis, said 

Oklahoma is commit-
ting $10 million from 
its CARES Act funding 
to supply Oklahoma 
schools with the PPE 
they need for in-person 
instruction. The state 
was allocated $1.26 bil-
lion in federal funding 

to address problems stemming from 
the COVID-19 pandemic, and Stitt 

BY SCOTT RAINS

scott.rains@swoknews.com

CARNEGIE — It 
would be just under three 
hours of presentation of 
the case to remove Kiowa 
Tribal Chairman Matthew 
Komalty before another 
cliffhanger 
in the saga 
of the tribe 
ended the 
proceed-
ings.

During 
the  Leg-
is lature’s 
p r e s e n -
t a t i o n 
Thursday inside Red 
Buffalo Hall at the tribe’s 
Carnegie headquarters, 
District 1 Legislature 
and speaker of the sev-
en-member group Angela 
Chaddlesone-McCarthy 
listed the five reasons for 
the Legislature’s actions 
against Komalty.

She was joined by leg-
islators Michael Primus, 
District 2; Marilyn Bread, 
District 3; Jessie Svitak, 
District 4; Anita Onco 
Johnson, District 5; Ben 
Wolf, District 6; and Mo-
dina Waters, District 7; in 
casting the June 22 votes 
to conduct a public hear-
ing of the five charges.

The five charges against 
Chairman Komalty center 
on allegations of failure 
to follow the Kiowa Tribe 
Constitution of 2017.

Subpoenaed witnesses 
explained their claims 
of evidence for the case 
against the chairman. It 
was then the chairman’s 
opportunity to defend 
himself. He declined by 
not being in attendance.

Following Komalty’s 
declination to offer a de-
fense, tribal members 
were ushered out and the 
Legislature went into an 
executive session to delib-
erate the impeachment’s 
outcome.

In a video statement 
from the legislators that 
was posted to Svitak’s 
Facebook page, the an-
nouncement was made 
of an injunction request 
made by Komalty through 
the Bureau of Indian Af-
fairs — Court of Indian 
Offenses was temporar-
ily approved until a hear-
ing scheduled for 10 a.m. 
Wednesday before Chief 
Magistrate Shannon L. 
Edwards. Both the Ex-
ecutive and Legislative 
branches will need to file 
briefs and present evi-
dence by Tuesday.

According to a state-
ment from Komalty’s of-
fice, the temporary re-
straining order was due 
to health concerns about 
COVID-19 and due pro-
cess.

“The Executive Branch 
believed upon credible 
sources that at least two of 
the legislators tested posi-
tive for the virus. The leg-
islature would not provide 

BY LOLITA C. BALDOR

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — A Senate com-
mittee abruptly canceled a confirmation 
hearing Thursday on a controversial for-
mer general’s nomination to a top Pen-
tagon post after a furor over offensive 
remarks he made about Islam and other 
inflammatory comments.

The nomination of retired Army Brig. 
Gen. Anthony Tata to be the Pentagon’s 
under secretary for policy was already 
under fire from Senate Democrats, who 
sent a letter to him this week calling 
for him to withdraw. Tata, a staunch 
supporter of President 
Donald Trump and a 
Fox News commentator, 
has been working in the 
department as a senior 
adviser.

It wasn’t clear Thurs-
day if his nomination 
would be withdrawn.

According to me-
dia reports, Tata posted 
tweets in 2018 calling 
Islam the “most oppressive violent re-
ligion I know of,” and he called former 
President Barack Obama a “terrorist 
leader,” and referred to him as Muslim. 
The tweets were later taken down.

The Senate Armed Services Com-
mittee chair, Sen. Jim Inhofe, R-Okla., 
announced the hearing’s cancellation 
shortly before it was scheduled to start.

“There are many Democrats and 
Republicans who didn’t know enough 
about Anthony Tata to consider him for 
a very significant position at this time,” 
Inhofe said. He said the panel didn’t get 
required documents from Tata until 
Thursday. “As I told the president last 
night, we’re simply out of time with the 
August recess coming, so it wouldn’t 
serve any useful purpose to have a hear-
ing at this point, and he agreed.”

Jonathan Hoffman, the Pentagon’s 
chief spokesperson, told reporters that 
Tata continues to work as an adviser to 

BY CHRIS WILSON

chris.wilson@swoknews.com

The Lawton Food Bank will celebrate 
35 years of service to the community from 
9 a.m. to 11 a.m. Saturday, and they are 
inviting the public to join the celebration 
in a birthday parade.

The food bank was founded in 1985 by 
Carter and Marilyn Crane after the cou-
ple identified a need for such a service in 
the Lawton community. In 35 years the 
food bank has served the public through 
a number of historic events: from the 
Oklahoma City Murrah Federal Building 
bombing through 9/11. Now, even with 
the unique challenges of the COVID-19 
outbreak, the food bank continues helping 
those in need.

“My husband and I had just retired and 
we felt the need to give back to the com-
munity,” Marilyn Crane said. “I prayed and 
prayed until God gave me the answer, and 
with the help of some local churches we 
started the food bank.”

Food Bank Director Marny Skindrud, 
who took over the food bank in November 
2019 after retiring from the Army, said the 
community has been the driving force in 
keeping the food bank going for 35 years.

“I say it over and over again but I really 
mean it,” Skindrud said. “We have the sup-
port of the community. The community 
helps us so much, and I was happy to come 
on during the Christmas season because 
I saw so much of the support of everyone 
during the holidays. Then during the pan-
demic as well, we have seen an amazing 
outpouring of support from individuals.”

As part of the celebration, the food bank 
is partnering with several local businesses 

to celebrate, including Liberty National 
Bank, Arvest Bank and BancFirst. The 
food bank is also asking supporters to par-
ticipate in a parade with drivers cruising 
by the food bank and honking their horns, 
waving and donating.

“We are asking you to drop by and 

Lawton Food Bank plans 
birthday celebration Saturday
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Lawton food bank volunteer, James 

Childers, puts an order of food together 

during pick up time.
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Storms came through the area late Thursday afternoon producing a funnel cloud east of 

town by Pumpkin Center.
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