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Heart of Gold!
Read about what this 
girl made for senior 
citizens.

WeekendWeekend
WeatherWeather

By Laura Bacon
Staff Writer

AUDUBON — City of Audubon residents 

will see a $1.42 per $1,000 increase in the prop-

erty tax levy in the Fiscal 2024 budget, and the 

council set a public hearing on the budget on 

April 10.

City Clerk Joe Foran said the tax levy for 

Fiscal 24 with that increase would be $19.82 per 

$1,000. He said the council was trying to keep 

the levy rate down, but insurance premiums 

and salaries going up made increases necessary.

A public hearing on the city’s Max Tax Levy 

was held on Tuesday, and while there were in-

dividuals on hand, none had questions or com-

ments on that levy, and there were no written 

comments or questions received.

Audubon City 
Council sets 
Public Hearing 
on Property 
Tax Levy

Abby Van Aernam says she’s passionate about 
working with 4-H. “I believe in the program, and 
the skills it teaches our youth who are the future 
citizens of this world.”

By Laura Bacon
Staff Writer

AUDUBON COUNTY — She was born and raised in 

Exira, was a nine year 4-Her and a 4-H Leader for fi ve years 
before coming to the Iowa State University Extension and 

Outreach in Audubon County. Since then she’s been em-

ployed with Extension for 13 years.

If you asked,  Abby Van Aernam would tell you, “4-H 

has been a passion of mine,” adding “It was a big part of my 

life when I was growing up. I believe in the program, and 

the skills it teaches our youth who are the future citizens of 

this world.”

She said she completely believes in it, and wants “to sup-

port the program, in any way I can, whether that is behind 

the scenes, or in front.”

Abby is the Offi ce Manager at ISU Extension and Out-
reach, and is “the fi rst contact for all the clients,” whether 
they call in or come in the door.

She is responsible for everything from the offi ce supplies 
to the budget — to working with the Extension Council to 

making decisions on how to spend taxpayer money.

But during Audubon County Fair “it’s a whole different 

ball game,” she said, when she’ll be running show orders 

and sale orders, and answering questions. Right now, with 

almost fi ve months to fair time, they are working on the fair 
book and fi nishing up the fair schedule.

“A lot goes on behind the scenes,” she said. “We actually 

work on the fair year around, hiring judges, keeping records 

for livestock exhibits being entered, our 4-Hers are ordering 

their market broiler projects, those are due at the end of this 

month, and as (fair) gets closer, we are processing entries, 

putting together the show orders, ordering ribbons and tro-

phies, all of that in the background.

Looking back, Abby said she enjoyed being involved in 

4-H. She was in the Audubon Peppy Pals — a group that no 

longer exists after membership went down, and also with the 

Bunkhouse Gang 4-H Club. She participated in static exhib-

its, showed beef projects, and thought her favorite was show-

ing her horse. “I liked to ride my horse around the fairgrounds 

and hang out with my friends at the horse barns,” she said.

The Audubon County Fair will be July 12-16 at the 

Audubon County Fairgrounds. This year’s theme is “Find 

Your Potential.” Abby said today about 130 kids from kinder-

garten through 12th grade are served by the Audubon County 

Extension, along with a handful of FFA kids.

For now Abby is probably busier than normal in the 

4-H has been a passion of mine

Local News

By Laura Bacon
Staff Writer

AUDUBON — Possible 

changes and clarifi cations of 
the city’s snow removal ordi-

nance were tabled on Tues-

day after a short discussion 

of what should happen if a 

vehicle is left on the street 

during a snow emergency, in-

cluding fi nes or towing.
Currently when a snow 

emergency is announced, 

no vehicles may be parked 

on city streets. How a snow 

emergency was announced 

was one question residents 

had, along with how a snow 

emergency was determined, 

and if residents needed to 

move their cars whenever it 

started snowing.

City Code currently in-

cludes a fine of $25, and 

council members wondered 

if there should be a stepped 

fi ne, starting at one amount 

and going up a couple levels, 

and then the vehicle would 

be towed with the expense 

on the vehicle owner.

Council members had 

wondered if education for 

the public on how the ordi-

nance worked would help 

with compliance, or if tow-

ing the vehicles was an easier 

answer.

During their February 

meeting the council dis-

cussed the wording currently 

in city code about snow re-

moval and parking, but felt 

several options should be 

considered and public edu-

cation should be considered 

in order to increase public 

awareness — and effi ciency 
of snow removal.

No action was taken at 

either the February or March 

meetings, while the council 

continues to consider the is-

sue.
E m a i l  L a u r a  B a c o n 

a t  l b a c o n . a n t @ g m a i l . c o m 
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Extension offi ce — they are currently advertising for a new 
Program Coordinator, to replace Ann Carter, who is no lon-

ger with the offi ce, and for a summer program assistant.
E m a i l  L a u r a  B a c o n  a t  l b a c o n . a n t @ g m a i l . c o m 

This story contains original reporting by the Audubon County Advocate 
Journal staff. If you are not a subscriber, please consider becoming one 
because local journalism is only possible with your support. A subscrip-
tion to Audubon County Advocate Journal plays a vital role in mak-
ing this reporting possible. Thank you for your support and helping us 
continue to connect our community.

By Laura Bacon
Staff Writer

AUDUBON — Solving 
a sewer problem for a family 
on Circle Drive in Audubon 
is proving very frustrating 
for both the residents and 
the public works department.

On Monday the Audubon 
City Council heard from 
Adam and Brandi Meyer 
about a problem they had 

Rate to increase 
by $1.42 per $1,000 valuation

By Laura Bacon/dfStaff Writer

City Clerk Joe Foran (far left) said 
Audubon residents would see an in-
crease of $1.42 in the FY 2024 property 
tax levy.

See Levy..............................................Page A2

Friday Mostly sunny, with a 
high near 30. Windy, with 
a northwest wind 23 to 26 
mph, with gusts as high as 
40 mph.

Friday Night Partly cloudy, with a low 
around 10. Windy.

Saturday Partly sunny, 
with a high near 25. Windy.

Saturday Night Partly 
cloudy, with a low around 9. 
Blustery.

Sunday Sunny, with a high 
near 36.

Sunday Night Partly cloudy, 
with a low around 21.

Monday Mostly cloudy, with a 
high near 44.

Monday Night  Most ly 
cloudy, with a low around 
29.

Audubon Council tables action on snow ordinance

By Laura Bacon
Staff Writer

EXIRA — It’s coming 

up. While July 4 is still about 

three and a half months away, 

the Exira Community Club 

has been planning. Find out 

what’s coming up at the an-

Local News Area News

Red, White and Blue: 
4th of July Kickoff 
coming up April 15

See July 4..............Page A2

Family’s Sewer 
Problem Hard to Solve

By Laura Bacon/Staff Writer

The Audubon City 
Council heard about a fam-
ily’s sewer issues com-
plicated by lack of maps This screen was being 

sold at last year’s Kickoff 
live auction.See Sewer ................................................................Page A2
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