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School Lunch

Wednesday, 
March 8
Breakfast: Cereal, 
poptart, fruit and juice

Lunch: Walking Taco, 
soft shell taco, refried 
beans, lettuce/cheese/
tomato, pears and 
strawberries

Wednesday Rain likely, 

mainly before 

9 a.m. Cloudy, 

with a high 

near 39. East 

s o u t h e a s t 

wind 11 to 14 

mph, with gusts as high 

as 23 mph. Chance of 

precipitation is 60%. New 

precipitation amounts of 

less than a tenth of an 

inch possible.

W e d n e s -

day Night A 

chance of rain 

before 9 p.m., 

then a chance 

of rain and 

snow. Cloudy, 

with a low around 32. 

East wind 13 to 15 mph, 

with gusts as high as 23 

mph. Chance of precipi-

tation is 50%. New snow 

accumulation of less than 

a half inch possible.

T h u r s d a y

R a i n  a n d 

snow likely 

before noon, 

then  ra in . 

H igh  near 

37. Breezy, with an east 

wind 13 to 16 mph, with 

gusts as high as 25 mph. 

Today’s Weather

� � LaVern H BredehoftLaVern H Bredehoft
� � Terry E. Schmidt, 64Terry E. Schmidt, 64

� � Clifford Eugene Carr, 80Clifford Eugene Carr, 80
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Atlantic News

Local News

ATLANTIC – Atlantic Firefi ghter 
Mark McNees was among several At-
lantic Firefi ghters to be honored for their 
service last Saturday during the Atlantic 
Fire Department’s annual banquet after 
he reached 32 years of service.

McNees didn’t know he was going to 
be recognized, and was shocked when he 
received the award.

“I was stunned,” he said on Tuesday, 
adding “it was very nice” to receive the 
award and be recognized.

McNees said he was fi re chief from 
2007 to Jan. 2020, and was also active in 
the Iowa Fire Association (IFA) for seven 
years, serving as president from 2015-16.

He said he started serving in the fi re 
department after learning about a spe-
cifi c fi re.

“A baby passed away in a fi re down 
in Griswold, and I knew a couple of fi re-
fighters. They got me on. I wanted to 
serve after that,” he said.

He said he didn’t plan to become an 

McNees 
honored for 
32 years of 
service

By Jennifer Nichols

NT Staff Writer

CASS COUNTY – Cass County En-
gineer Trent Wolken said construction 
is again underway on a bridge at 680th 
Street and Victoria Road after heavy rains 
caused water to overfl ow there last month.

Wolken told the Cass County Board 
of Supervisors Tuesday that the water had 
receded, and there wasn’t any damage so 
construction could continue.

Wolken also said there were two other 
bridge projects they were starting to have 
meetings with the contractor- Murphy 
Heavy Contracting-about including one 
on 730th Street on the south side of High-
way 83 that’s near the Anita Sale Barn.

“There are actually two bridges there 
close together and it’s the north one of the 
two,” Wolken said.

He said that project could start near 
the end of this month.

He didn’t have a timeline for the other 
bridge project, which is located on G-30 
near Highland Road over Indian Creek.

Rain overfl ow 
doesn’t stop 
bridge project
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By Adam Goldstein

Iowa Capital Dispatch

U.S. Agriculture Secretary Tom 
Vilsack on Monday announced new 
steps the Department of Agriculture 
is taking to recenter U.S. agricul-
ture and benefi t small and midsized 
operations, including a proposed 
new “Product of USA” labeling 
rule and an $89 million expansion 
of the USDA intermediary lending 
program.

At the National Farmers Union 
conference in San Francisco, Vil-
sack also discussed creating a new 
“seed liaison” in the department to 
increase fairness in the commod-
ity biotech industry, and proposed 
changes to the Packers and Stock-
yards Act. The Packers and Stock-
yards Act governs competition in 
the livestock and poultry industries, 
and prevents unfair market manipu-
lation or consolidation.

The secretary said these develop-
ments mark progress in the Biden ad-
ministration’s approach to transform 
the existing food system, and increase resilience and profi tability.

“I want this audience — and every audience I’ve been speaking to — to understand that 
it’s not just this ‘organic over here, and local original food over here, and processing over 
here,’” Vilsack said.

“It’s part of a concerted effort to create another model. One that doesn’t necessarily require 
us to not produce — we want to produce what the world needs us to produce. But one that 
creates more revenue opportunities within that same small and midsize farming operation.”

The National Farmers Union is a nonprofi t organization with the mission to “protect and 
enhance the quality of life of American family farmers and ranchers and their communities,” 

U.S. agriculture secretary unveils initiatives 
aimed at small and midsized operations

Tom Vilsack

Help is on the way?

See Vilsack ...........................................................................................................................................Page A2

Tractor Day for Atlantic FFA exhibi-
tors was held on Monday, during which 
FFA students can drive tractors to school. 
Atlantic FFA Advisor Eric Miller said 
there were 16 tractors, and students met 
at Wal-mart before driving to Allen Place 
to show the tractors to the residents. Then 
they traveled to the high school.

Atlantic FFA 
Tractor Day

(photo by Jennifer Nichols) 

Dylen Dreager prepares to park his 
tractor during FFA Tractor Day in 
Atlantic.

(photo by Jennifer Nichols) 

Chase Vogel sits in his tractor after parking it in 
the school parking lot on Monday.

(photo by Jennifer Nichols)

Left: Brett Dreager stands in front of his tractor 
on FFA Tractor Day in Atlantic.
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