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Subscriber of the Day

School Lunch

Monday, Feb. 20
Breakfast: Cereal, 
poptart, fruit and juice

Lunch: Spicy Chick-
en Sandwich, Chicken 
Patty-bun, corn, 
carrots, peaches and 
apples

Saturday Mostly sunny, 

with a high 

near 40. South 

wind 8 to 13 

m p h ,  w i t h 

gusts as high 

as 21 mph.

Saturday Night Mostly 

cloudy, then gradually 

becoming mostly clear, 

with a low around 25. 

Breezy, with a south wind 

11 to 17 mph, with gusts 

as high as 28 mph.

S u n d a y

Mostly sunny, 

with a high 

n e a r  4 0 . 

S o u t h w e s t 

wind 10 to 

15 mph becoming west 

northwest in the after-

noon. Winds could gust 

as high as 20 mph.
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By Robin Opsahl

Iowa Capital Dispatch

Iowa Republican lawmakers 

advanced a bill Wednesday rein-

stating the death penalty in Iowa 

for cases in which a person is 

convicted of killing a minor after 

kidnapping and sexually abusing 

them.

Senate File 14 would only 

apply the death penalty in cases 

where a person is convicted of 

multiple offenses of murder in 

the fi rst degree, as well as kidnap-
ping and sexual abuse in the fi rst, 
second or third degree against the 

same minor. Under current law, 
the maximum penalty would be 

life in prison without possibility 

of parole.

Sen. Jason Schultz,  R-
Schleswig, said he would be open 
to expanding the death penalty as 

a sentencing option in the future.

“I believe this is justifi ed re-
ligiously, morally, logically,” 
Schultz said. “There’s no reason 

Senate panel 
advances bill to 
reinstate the death 
penalty for some crimes

By Laura Bacon

NT Staff Writer

ATLANTIC — Congressman Zach 

Nunn of Iowa’s Third Congressional Dis-

trict visited southwest Iowa on Wednes-

day, and talked about his “recipe for suc-
cess” in communities in rural Iowa.

He said his recipe was like a three-

legged stool, and all three parts were 
needed, or things could become unstable.

First, he said, a community had to 
have a good school.

Second it needed to have a good 

church.

Third, it needed a good bar — a place 
where people could come together when 

they weren’t working.

“We have got to get those things 

right,” he said, because “if one of those 

Nunn’s 
three part 
recipe for  
success
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By Jennifer Nichols

NT Staff Writer

ATLANTIC – Atlantic 

students Alix Nath and Marga-

ret McCurdy learned their fate 

while standing on a stage. They 

discovered they would be com-

peting in the National Speech 

and Debate contest later this 

year.

Since November, the two 
had been working on a piece 

entitled “She Kills Monsters,” 
about two sisters. After one passes away, the other learns more about her while playing Dun-
geons and Dragons. They recently performed that piece in the hopes of qualifying for the 

National Speech and Debate Contest to be held in Arizona in June, and they were standing 
on stage with other contestants waiting to fi nd out the decision. Their reaction to the news 
that they qualifi ed varied from “crazy” to “shocking” and “exciting.”

“It was just this crazy moment,” McCurdy said. “I was losing my mind a little bit.”
“It was just shock and excitement all at once,” Nath said. “ (Our reaction was) ‘Woah- 

we just did that.”
Coach Trisha Niceswanger echoed those same excited and shock feelings.

“(When we realized) there are only a few names left (when the winners were announced 
it) got all of our hearts racing.thinking ‘oh my gosh could this be it?’” she said. “I was the 
proud speech coach. I started crying. And the kids were just bouncing off the walls and 

screaming, ‘Oh my gosh. We’re going to Nationals.’”
The two had a variety of scripts to choose from when they were trying to determine 

what piece to perform. Nath said the piece was perfect because it was a combination of 

comedy and drama.

“It held both very comedic and funny aspects as well as a few serious moments that 

could really connect,” Nath said. “It encased dramedy perfectively.”
Both said they participated in theater productions, worked together on debate topics, and 
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Two qualify for National 
Speech and Debate Contest

(photo courtesy of Trisha Niceswanger)

Atlantic students Alix Nath and Margaret McCurdy qualifi ed for National Speech 
and Debate Contest.

“T
his year, I just went all 
out because (I thought) 
what’s the worst that 

could happen? And then the best 
thing that could happen (hap-
pened).”
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By JOSH BOAK
CHRIS MEGERIAN 

Associated Press

WASHINGTON (AP) — Despite 

testing positive twice last year for the 

coronavirus, President Joe Biden has no 
long-term symptoms and has been de-

clared “healthy, vigorous” and “fi t” to 
handle his White House responsibilities, 
according to a routine medical checkup 

performed Thursday.

The findings were contained in a 

memo by Biden’s doctor, summarizing 
the exams conducted during a three-hour 

stay at the Walter Reed National Military 

Medical Center in Bethesda, Maryland.
The conclusions reached by Dr. Kevin 

O’Connor, the president’s personal phy-
sician since 2009, are likely to be highly 

Doctor says 
Biden’s
‘vigorous’ as 
he readies for 
2024 run
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