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Subscriber of the Day

Friday Mostly sunny, 

with a high near 47. 

North wind 7 to 10 mph.

Friday Night

I n c r e a s i n g 

clouds, with 

a low around 

27. Northwest 

wind around 6 

mph.

S a t u r d a y

Partly sunny, 

with a high 

near 47. West 

n o r t h w e s t 

wind 6 to 10 mph.

Saturday Night Partly 

cloudy, with a low around 

28.

Sunday A 

30 percent 

chance of 

rain, mainly 

before noon.

Today’s Weather

� � James E. Nelsen, 83James E. Nelsen, 83
� � Michael L. “Wardy” Michael L. “Wardy” 
Ward, 65Ward, 65
� � Albert “Al” RossAlbert “Al” Ross
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Today’s Obits

Daily Smile

By Jeff Lundquist

NT Publisher

ATLANTIC — The Atlantic City Council 

agreed Wednesday to ask the Community Pro-

tection committee to review the city’s parking 

ordinance after a downtown business owner 

raised concerns with how the law was being en-

forced, particularly during snow emergencies.

Brian Ruge, manager of Brown’s Shoe Fit 

Co., told the council that the “biggest” problem 

business owners faced was the issue of parking 

downtown, particularly, he said during snow 

events when cars parked along the street block 

city plows from clearing the spots.

Ruge told the Council that several spots in 

front of his business were left unplowed and 

that it’s not unusual to have cars parked there 

for days on end.

“The biggest concern with parking is when 

cars are parked for days. I understand there 

are tenants who reside downtown; however, 

their vehicles being parked for lengthy periods 

of time means that parking becomes limited 

and can be problematic for those intending to 

shop,” he said in a letter to the city. “As a busi-

ness owner, my priority is the customer, and 

allowing them the priority for parking. Down-

town parking should not be viewed as a public 

Committee to consider downtown parking issues

Local News

State News

By Jennifer Nichols

NT Staff Writer

ATLANTIC – Unpaid school fees for 

meals in the Atlantic School District have 

reached the negative $26,000 mark.

Food Service Director Natalie Ritter 

told the Atlantic School Board Wednesday 

night that the district typically has unpaid 

fees for meals in the negative $9,000 to 

$10,000 range, but since the beginning of 

the school year in August, Ritter said that 

number has increased by $16,000, making 

the balance negative $26,000.

She attributed the higher number to 

the fact that the school has not been charg-

ing for food service for the past two years 

since USDA offi cials allow them to serve 
meals for free during and after the pan-

demic. That has since expired.

Ritter said families who have unpaid 

fees are receiving letters about getting on 

a payment plan or being asked to apply 

for free and reduced meals, which is a 

national program that helps families who 

are unable to pay the full price for meals.

Ritter said the only other option is us-

ing donations to change that negative bal-

ance, and she said the best way is to send 

a check to the district. The check should 

be made to the Atlantic School District, 

and include the words “Hero Fund” on 

the memo line.

Ritter said despite that negative bal-

ance, district offi cials want to make sure 
that all the students in the district are fed.

“Our mission always remains the 

same,” she said. “We will never let a kid 

go hungry in the district. It’s not some-

thing we want to do.”
Email Jennifer Nichols at news@ant-

news.com 
� is story contains original reporting by the 
News Telegraph staff . If you are not a sub-
scriber, please consider becoming one because 
local journalism is only possible with your 
support. A subscription to News Telegraph 
plays a vital role in making this reporting pos-
sible. � ank you for your support and helping 
us continue to connect our community.
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Class every Monday, starts from February 13th -

April 24th, 9:30 - 11am, at the Cass County Iowa 

Western Community College. Participants can 

register early at the Center or on the first day.
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The Student of the Month Award is given to one student from each classroom. 
The teachers choose a student who is exhibiting good work habits and excelling 
in an academic area. Fifth grade recipients are Colin O’Donnell, Tyler Sweeney, 
Destiny Andersen, Cooper Fischer and Delaney Cosgrove.

Fifth grade student of the month

By Robin Opsahl

Iowa Capital Dispatch

Iowa lawmakers took up over 100 bills in 

subcommittees in the fi nal days before the Iowa 
Legislature’s fi rst “funnel” deadline.

Bills which have not gained approval from a 

committee this week will no longer be viable to 

advance this session, with exceptions. In a race 

to meet that deadline, legislators held 34 sub-

committees Monday, 48 subcommittees Tuesday, 

and 41 subcommittees Wednesday. Committees 

also face a larger workload: House Judiciary 

Committee considered 16 bills Tuesday and the 

House Education Committee considered 15 bills 

Wednesday.

Another 102 bills are scheduled for consid-

eration in legislative committees on Thursday. 

No committee meetings are currently scheduled 

for Friday.

House Speaker Pat Grassley told reporters 

last week that there would be a “broad amount 

of bills” considered in the fi nal days before the 
deadline.

Many of the Republican priority bills have 

already advanced through the committee process 

– Gov. Kim Reynolds’ private school scholarship 

program and medical malpractice liability limits 

are already signed into law, and committees have 

approved the governor’s health care and private-

school scholarship bills. But high-profi le discus-
sions on bills relating to transgender children and 

carbon emission pipelines are still happening in 

the run-up to this fi rst deadline.
Keep in mind: Bills that do not advance this 

week are not necessarily dead this session. Gov-

ernment oversight, appropriations, and tax bills 

are not subject to the deadline. The language 

Lawmakers rush over 100 
bills through subcommittees 
ahead of ‘funnel’ deadline
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