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Drug bust at gas station

The Gulf Coast Mental Health Center facilities in Wiggins. Enterprise photo / Jody o’Hara
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Mental health funding addressed

Reeves orders
economic

restart
By Jody o’Hara

Gov. Tate Reeves presented

his guidelines, titled, “Safer

at Home,” during a Friday

press conference.

An executive order, signed

by Reeves Friday morning

put his directives into effect

at 8 a.m. Monday. 

“Please stay at home as

much as you can,” Reeves

asked of state residents. 

Retail establishments must

reduce their customer capac-

ity by 50 percent and are

asked to provide hand sani-

tizer to customers. 

Places of business which

cannot avoid prolonged per-

son-to-person contact must

remain closed; these include

movie theaters, bars, muse-

ums, salons, gyms, clubs,

spas, tattoo parlors and bar-

bershops. 

Restaurants will still be re-

stricted to drive-through,

carry-out and delivery serv-

ice only.

Some, but not all, elective

medical procedures will be

allowed to resume.

“This, ‘safer-at-home,’ order

is not a return to normal. I

wish it was,” the governor

said. “I know one day we will.

Today is not the day.”

City of Wiggins Mayor Joel

Miles said the Board of Alder-

men met in a special-called

meeting Friday afternoon. 

By Jody o’Hara

The Stone County Board of Supervisors received a re-

port on the status of the Gulf Coast Mental Health Cen-

ter Monday.

Mariano Barvie, an attorney representing the board

in negotiations with GCMH, told the supervisors they

must by law continue to support the system finan-

cially, the question was, to what amount.

Stone County has been paying approximately $6,000

per month while Harrison County, with its much

larger number of residents, has been paying nearly

$250,000 per month.

GCMH has been asking for increasing amounts of

money in order to continue providing services.

Stone County has been asked to go up to as much as

$22,000 in July, before seeing the amount once again

decrease.

The supervisors expressed shock at the amounts of

money requested.

“I think a big part of the problem is that they just

weren’t being accountable,” Barvie told the board.

“They have a new Chief Executive Officer and a new

Chief Financial Officer and, I believe, they have made

improvements.”

He asked District 3 Supervisor and Board President

Lance Pearson to join him at a Thursday meeting

which was to include representatives of Stone, Harri-

son and Hancock counties along with the new CEO and

CFO.

“You kind of shake your head and ask, ‘Why hasn’t

the state gotten involved?’ and, ‘Why is this still going

By Jody o’Hara

It was an unusual call to begin with.

At approximately 9:30 a.m. last Wednes-

day, Sgt. Trey Reynolds and Cpl. Josh

Beasley of the Wiggins Police Department

went to the Murphy USA gas station on

East Frontage Drive in response to report

of a man passed out in his vehicle.

What they encountered was 29-year-old

Leroy J. Hartfield asleep in front of the

automatic teller machine on the property with two pit

bulls in the vehicle.

“The officers detected a strong odor of

marijuana coming from the vehicle,” said

WPD Chief Matt Barnett.

That provided probable cause to search

the vehicle and that search turned up

nearly two ounces of marijuana.

Hartfield was charged with felony posses-

sion of a controlled substance with intent to

sell, transfer manufacture or distribute.

He was lodged at the Stone County Re-

gional Correctional Facility and has since

posted a $20,000 bond.

It was good police work by our officers,” Barnett said.

Leroy J. Hartfield


