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The Stone County Eco-

nomic Development Part-

nership Board of Directors

voted at its Monday meet-

ing to move forward with

the 2019 BBQ and Blues

Festival.

The festival’s survival

had come into question at

last month’s meeting when

Executive Director Betsy

Rowell told the board it

was not self supporting

and would require a sub-

sidy in order to remain

solvent.

On Monday, Rowell told

the board that $2,500 had

already been committed to

advertising and that the

Chamber Division had

asked to go ahead with

plans and requested a

$5,000 subsidy.

Board member Jody

Miles made the motion to

subsidize the event with a

caveat.

“I think we need to look

at having another type of

[Fall] festival but it’s too

late to begin planning for

this year,” he said. “I’d

rather have something

rather than nothing.”

Rowell said expenses

would have to be cut and a

new plan for the vending

of food would have to be

formulated.

“We have to do some-

thing with the food that is

available that day,” she

said.

The festival was origi-

nally conceived as a BBQ

competition and the sanc-

tioning body, the Barbecue

Competitors Alliance, does

not allow the competitors

to sell food.

Not to mention most of

the competitors do not

have Health Department

approval for the vending

of food.

The festival has been

held three times but was

canceled in 2018 because of

a temporary shutdown of

the SCEDP while the part-

nership’s budget was

being negotiated with the

City of Wiggins and Stone

County.

The event has been tenta-

tively scheduled for Oct.

18-19.

In other business: the

board heard from a repre-

sentative of Wright, Ward

and Hatten, a Gulfport ac-

counting firm.

Chris Taylor told the

board the audit for the pre-

vious fiscal year had no

findings and was non-mod-

ified.
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The Mississippi Depart-

ment of Corrections is seek-

ing three escapees whom

authorities said should be

considered dangerous.

Inmates Jonathan

Blankenship and Christo-

pher Benson High were dis-

covered missing from the

Central Mississippi Correc-

tional Fa-

cility in

Rankin

County

during the

morning

count last

Friday.

Blanken-

ship, 31,

was con-

victed of

aggra-

vated as-

sault on a

police offi-

cer and

conspiracy

to commit

a crime in

Alcorn

County.

He is serv-

ing a five-

year

sentence.

Blanken-

ship uses

the alias

Hustle and has tattoos on

his face and neck.

High, 28, was convicted of

burglary-larceny of an un-

occupied dwelling in Car-

roll County. He is serving a

12-year sentence. High has

tattoos on his chest and

arms.

Blansett, 59, was discov-

ered missing from Unit 30

at the Mississippi State

Penitentiary in Parchman

Friday morning at 3:17 dur-

ing a count. He is serving a

life sentence for two utter-

ing forgery convictions,

two jail escapes, aggravated

assault on a police officer,

and burglary. Blansett has

convictions in Marion and

Sunflower County.

If you have any informa-

tion regarding the where-

abouts of the above escapees,

please call the Mississippi

Bureau of Investigation at

601-987-1530 or Crime Stop-

pers at 601-355-8477.

Three
prison
escapees
sought

Dispute could cause
split at Flint Creek

BBQ and Blues to go forward
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Water levels in the reser-

voir at Flint Creek Water

Park could result in less

splashing and less fun for

the remainder of the sum-

mer.

The Splash of Fun Water

Park inside the Pat Harri-

son Waterway District

park, a privately held con-

cession, had posted on so-

cial media Sunday that it

would open Monday but

close Tuesday Wednesday

and Thursday because of

high water levels in the

reservoir.

“We built our pools so

they wouldn’t be in the lake

so they wouldn’t float,”

Rusty Ryals, the holder of

the concession, said Mon-

day. “Concrete will float.

“I’ve spoken with the assis-

tant director [Alan Wright]

of the Pat Harrison Water-

way District and he was

looking into the situation.”

Ryals said two pumps had

to be replaced and the ex-

pense was getting to be too

much for the business to

cover.

He said the water levels

had been kept high to

please permanent campers.

“This has been an ongoing

problem for the past two

years,” the social media

post read. “It’s time some

things change or I’ll be

moving our operation to

another location.”

Park Manager Joe Smith

spoke with the Enterprise

from his vacation Tuesday

morning and dismissed the

idea there were permanent

campers at the park.

“We do not have perma-

nent campers,” he said.

“We have no annual sites

and campers rent their

sites from month to

month.”

He also said reservoir lev-

els were being maintained

according to state regula-

tions.

On Monday, another so-

cial media post said the

concession had heard from

Alan Wright and both par-

ties agreed the lake needed

to be lowered one foot.

“This avoids water back-

ing up into the pumps and

motors that run the park,”

it read.

The post said the conces-

sion had made a business

decision and would only be

open Friday, Saturday and

Sunday until school begins

and then would only be

open on Saturdays and

Sundays until Labor Day.

In addition, the restaurant

located at Splash of Fun is

closing and moving to an-

other location.
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The Stone County School

District has a public hear-

ing on a proposed budget

for the 2019-20 fiscal year.

The hearing is to be held

at 6 p.m. July 29 at a meet-

ing of the Board of Educa-

tion.

“At this meeting, a pro-

posed ad valorem tax ef-

fort will be considered,”

read a release from the dis-

trict.

The district is now oper-

ating with a projected total

budget revenue of

$24,222,765.

Of that amount, 23.9 per-

cent, or $5,781,544 is ob-

tained through ad valorem

taxes.

For the coming fiscal

year, the proposed budget

has total projected rev-

enue of $25,154,254.

Of that amount, 25.4 per-

cent is proposed to be fi-

nanced through a total ad

valorem tax levy.

That would amount to

$6,398,294.

School district to consider tax increase
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