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Woman pulled
to safety in New

Year’s Eve
house fire 

2018 Nissan Altima “SV,” AT, AC
2009 Jeep Compass 4x4, PW&L

2014  Mitsubishi Lancer, Low Miles
2005 Ford Crown Victoria, AT, PW&L

2000 GMC Sonoma, 89K Miles
2003 S10 Ext. Cab, AT, Low Miles

2012 Nissan Versa, AT, AC, Nice
2006 Infiniti G35, Loaded

2005 Explorer Sport Trac, AT, AC
2006 Trailblazer, AT, AC, PW&L
2007 Explorer, AT, AC, PW&L

2006 Mercedes CLK 500 -- Sporty Red
2006 Toyota Camry Solara Convertible

2007 Honda Fit, AT, AC, “Red”
2014 Toyota Corolla, At, AC, Low Miles

2006 VW Beetle, AT, AC, Low Miles
2005 Jeep Grand Cherokee 4x4
1996 F-250 Ext. Cab, 7.3 Diesel
Dozens of Vehicles in Stock!

Starting at $795 Down, $199 Monthly!
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• Please see FIRE, page 2

The Wiggins Board of Aldermen unanimously appointed longtime Ward 1 Alderman darryl Berry as interim Mayor at

the first meeting of the year on Jan. 4, 2021. enterprise photo/Lyndy Berryhill

• Please see BERRY, page 14

MLK leaves lasting 
impression on local leaders

Berry Interim Mayor

• Please see MLK, page 2

The annual Martin Luther King Jr. Celebration day 2019 parade

rolled through the streets of downtown Wiggins. This years pa-

rade and programs have been postponed until 2022. (enter-

prise file photo/Jody O’hara)

By Lyndy BerryhiLL

The Wiggins Board of Aldermen appointed Darryl

Berry as the Interim Mayor at Tuesday’s meeting,

making him the first Black mayor in Wiggins’ his-

tory. 

Berry said he is honored to serve in his new posi-

tion for the next five months.

“It really means a lot,” Berry said. “By them ap-

pointing me, it shows that our city is moving for-

ward. With all of (the race-related issues) going on

in the world today … for them to unanimously ap-

point me, it speaks a lot about our city,” Berry

said.

Berry has served as Mayor Pro Temp since

Mayor Joel Miles was hospitalized in November.

Since Miles passed away within six months of the

municipal election, Wiggins is required to appoint

an interim mayor to serve out the rest of the term

instead of having a special election.

The Board of Alderman unanimously chose Berry

as Miles’ successor.

Alderman Ron Dyal was the first to speak up. 

“I think we should honor Joel’s legacy by keeping

you in the job,” Dyal said. “You’re doing a good

job.” 

Alderwoman Mary Frances Carson agreed that

Berry has done a good job so far.

Carson said Mayor Miles appointed Berry as

mayor pro temp for a reason.

“I think Joel would have wanted that,” Carson

said.

The board also agreed to pay Berry half of the

mayoral salary for the next five months to compen-

sate for the extra workload.

As required, Berry resigned as Ward 1 alderman

By Lyndy BerryhiLL

A woman was “minutes away” from

dying in a New Year’s Eve house fire

before the Wiggins Fire Department

pulled her to safety.

The fire consumed the home and all

the renter’s possessions, WFD Assis-

tant Chief Dale Taylor said the loss

could have been much greater.

“She could not have been very far

from running out of oxygen,” Taylor

said.

The nearest resident on McGregor

Road had just returned home from the

store when he smelled smoke as he

walked to his car. When he realized

where the smoke was coming from, he

notified the WPD and waited for help

to arrive.

The neighbor believed the house was

totally empty since the renter’s truck

was not in the drive-way. 

“As far as he knew, no one was in

the house,” Taylor said.

Within minutes of the fire being re-

ported, Taylor and his crew arrived

on scene to put out the single-story

house fire. 

He said the home had been recently

remodeled, so it was well-insulated

and held the flames indoors. The fire

already burned through everything

flammable inside and was suffocating

itself.

Taylor has been a firefighter since

1993. At first glance, he thought some-

one had left the stove on. He was car-

rying the fire hose to side of the house

By Lyndy BerryhiLL

Wiggins will not be hosting the annual Martin Luther

King Jr. Day events for the first time in nearly 40 years

due to the pandemic.

Since 1982, the federal holiday’s events have been an an-

ticipated community celebration. Typically, the events

would take place this Friday and Saturday.

“Not holding our annual events in honor of Dr. King was

a decision that we felt was best for the health and safety of

our community surrounding the circumstances of COVID-

19,” said Shyra Galloway, who serves as public relations

chair for the committee.

Galloway said the committee will continue planning to

host the regular events in 2022.

http://stonecountyenterprise.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=89K&uuid=db51421a-7624-5f01-afb2-5b8246363980
http://stonecountyenterprise.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=S10&uuid=db51421a-7624-5f01-afb2-5b8246363980

