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The Stone County Li-
brary’s new director has 
goals to expand commu-
nity services and programs 
for all ages.

Director Sally Parker was 
hired as director in Sep-
tember. Since taking the 
reins, she has been inspired 
to serve the community.

“I wanted to do some-
thing to contribute within 
the community,” Parker said. “I like living in a small town. 
I didn’t want to be idle. I wanted to do something to be 
productive.”

From Mobile, Parker taught preschool and directed an 
early childcare center in the Mobile area for nearly 30 
years. She moved to Stone County after marrying her hus-
band, Keith Parker.

“I just always have a love for working with children and 
teaching,” Parker said.

This is Parker’s first job managing a small-town library. 
But her love of learning and libraries goes back to her 
childhood.

“Growing up, I remember getting as many books as I can. 
So I’ve had a love for reading for a long time,” she said.

Parker grew up frequently visiting her local library with 
two older sisters who also loved reading. Each sister would 
come home with a large stack of books. Parker had a six-
foot-tall bookshelf outside her bedroom that she filled 
with picture books and chapter books later.

“I would stack books beside my bed and look at pictures 
until I learned to read,” she said.

Parker sat beside her older sisters as they read to one an-
other and began to comprehend reading at the early age of 
three years old.

“I was quiet, so they kept me close by,” Parker explained. 
“My oldest sister would help my middle sister with reading 
the old Dick and Jane books.”

Her older sister told her that she walked by one day, and 
three-year-old Parker was reading “Fun with Dick and 
Jane” aloud. At first, her sister believed Parker memorized 
the book, but Parker continued to thumb through a vol-
ume of stories with ease.

Now, Parker gets to share her lifelong passion with the 
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Christmas Parade Planned for Downtown Wiggins

 Please see LIBRARY, page 5

Several officials and business leaders represented Stone County at the Boys and Girls Clubs of the Gulf Coast annual dinner 
on October 26, 2021. From left, Alderman Ron Dyal, Shyra Galloway, Danielle Jackson Kinnard, Mayor Darrell Berry, and Jeff 
Jones.  Contributed photo.

The Stone County Enterprise mistakenly ran an arrest 
report of Jeremy B. Lott twice, appearing once in the Oc-
tober 27, 2021, and the November 3, 2021, edition. The ar-
rest report for that individual should have only appeared 
once. Additionally, the charges listed on the second pub-
lication should have included a more-detailed description 
of the charges.

Correction

COntRiButeD By SCeDP

The Stone County Economic Development Partnership-Chamber 
Division announced that their Annual Christmas Parade is set for 
Saturday, December 4, along the streets of Downtown Wiggins.

The parade line-up begins at 3 p.m. near the Stone High Gym park-
ing lot on Border Ave. Equestrian units gather at the Courthouse 
parking lot. Starting at 5 p.m. the parade will travel to Magnolia 
Drive over to College and then on to Third Ave.   The parade ends 
back at the Gym.                

Our theme this year is The Night Before Christmas.  A team of 
judges will award prizes in a variety of categories.  Don’t miss this 
terrific little parade!

There is no better way to ring in the holidays than with the light-
ing of the official Wiggins Christmas Tree! Join us in Blaylock Park 
immediately following the Christmas Parade! Mayor Darrel Berry 
will light the official city Christmas Tree, enjoy the Stone High Jazz 
Band then hang around for Santa’s Village.  Santa and the Elves have 
created a fun area for children of all ages underneath the Janice & 
Ben Carpenter Pavilion.  Activities with Santa’s Elves include cookie 
and ornament decorating, Letters to Santa, create special packets of 
flying vitamins for Santa’s Reindeer, sing along with your favorite 
Christmas Carol, and much more. 

Santa and Mrs. Clause will be on hand for photos. Please bring 
your own camera for pictures.  Santa added, “I want to remind all 

the children of Wiggins and Stone County to be verrrry good be-
cause I’m watching!” 

The Chamber is currently accepting applications for the Annual 
Christmas Parade. If you would like more information or an ap-
plication, please email:  SCEDP@stonecounty.com or call 601-928-
5418.  Participation in the parade is free and open to anyone wishing 
to join the fun.  We reserve the right to deny participation if our 
Parade Committee deems an entry inappropriate for the audience. 

Parade walkers during the 2019 Stone County Christimas Parade.  
enterprise file photo/Jody O’Hara

Sally Parker
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A local coalition for a Boys and Girls Club in Wiggins is 
gaining traction. 

Though the addition of a quality youth center has been 
discussed for years, interest was renewed at the Boys and 
Girls Clubs of the Gulf Coast annual dinner on October 
26, 2021.

“We’re trying to do this for the community and for the 
kids,” Mayor Darrell Berry said. 

Mayor Berry, Alderman Ron Dyal, and local entrepre-
neurs Shyra Galloway, Danielle Jackson Kinnard, and Jeff 
Jones were invited to attend the annual dinner earlier this 
year.

According to the online description, Boys and Girls Clubs 
of America is a national organization of local chapters. 
The chapters provide voluntary after-school programs for 
young people.

The official purpose of the organization is to “promote 
and enhance the development of boys and girls by instill-
ing a sense of competence, usefulness, belonging and in-
fluence.”

Statewide, the clubs serve over 32,000 children. The clos-

est clubs to Stone County are in Hattiesburg and along the 
Gulf Coast.

The group discussed the organization’s many benefits 
and programs aimed toward helping youth.

“There are some (children) out there who need a family 
outside of their family, and I think this would be great,” 
Berry said.

Berry said the organizers at the event shared an interest 
in helping start the first club for Wiggins. 

The main obstacle to establishing one in Stone County is 
funding. 

“It would be a good thing, but it’s going to take some 
financial backing,” Berry said. “We don’t have the back-
ing that the coast has with the casinos and those types of 
things.”

Early estimates to buy a suitable building were close to 
$700,000. The building would need to be large enough to 
accommodate 100 students.

Still, Berry and others think it is worth a try.
Though no official campaign to begin fundraising has 

been launched, the City of Wiggins has applied for a grant 
through the National League of Cities’ Strong Southern 
Communities Initiative.

Local Leaders Express Interest in Boys and Girls Club for Wiggins

 Please see CLUB, page 5


