
By Lyndy BeRRyhiLL

The Stone County School Board discussed the final

updates for the district’s 2020-2021 student handbook

at a special meeting on Thursday, July 23.

Superintendent Inita Owen said the new handbook

is the result of a lot of input and hard work from ad-

ministrators. 

“This has been a four-year effort,” Owen said. “It’s

taken us a while, but I have to give kudos to all the

administrators in the district.”

In addition to clerical edits and organization, sev-

eral policies were updated. 

The anti-bullying policy, which was called into

question at an earlier board meeting, was discussed

again.

At the June 30 board meeting, Parent Shyra Gal-

loway said she did not feel the policy was helpful

after her daughter reported bullying and an assault

at Stone Middle School this year.

Galloway said she thinks the current policy lan-

guage is unclear and potentially ineffective. 

She said the policy needed to be more specific to

prevent bullying.

The district’s current defines bullying and harass-
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• Please see VIRTUAL, page 5

creekS riSing

Rising waters could be seen at many of the creeks like the one shown here at hwy 49 Red Creek bridge. Rain will continue

through the next few days.  photo/alexis nichols

Heavy rains over the past week cause creeks to rise

SCSB discusses final updates for
the 2020-21 student handbook
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By Lyndy BeRRyhiLL

Qualifying students in the Stone

County School District can opt for

virtual learning when classes start

next month.

The option has some parents re-

lieved.

Over the summer, Parent Laura

Olier has asked for stricter COVID-

19 guidelines at two separate Stone

County School Board meetings.

Her youngest child struggles with

asthma and she is cautious about

what her children are exposed to at

school.

Olier said her two children will be

signing up for the virtual option.

Olier said she is still unsure of how

the lessons will be taught and she

still has some concerns.

She said she is unaware of the pre-

cautions in place for any testing

completed at the school where her

children have to be physically pres-

ent.

She also worries her children

might fall behind schedule if a

teacher develops COVID-19 symp-

toms and is unable to teach virtual

students.

“I think the district offering vir-

tual learning to all is a great first

step,” Olier said. “It makes me hope-

ful for further discussions on the

health and well-being of students

traditionally attending school.”

Students must have their own elec-

tronic device, reliable internet serv-

ice and the ability to print and scan. 

Students may still have to visit the

school for diagnostic screenings and

state testing, according to the  dis-

Staff RepoRt

The Mississippi State Department

of Health (MSDH) on Monday re-

ported 653 new cases of COVID-19 in

the state, and six new deaths -- with

more than a thousand Mississippi-

ans currently hospitalized for the

virus.

"Mississippi's total of COVID-19

cases for the year now stands at

52,957, with 1,501 deaths," according

to the MSDH's statement Monday.

"There are now 189 active out-

breaks of COVID-19 in long-term

care facilities (where an outbreak is

one or more cases among residents

or staff).

"Currently there are 949 Mississip-

pians hospitalized with confirmed

COVID-19 infection, and 230 more

with suspected COVID-19."

The agency reported 1,207 new

cases and 15 deaths on Sunday; and

1,434 new cases and 17 new deaths

on Saturday.

As of Monday, Stone County had

reported 129 cases of the novel coro-

navirus, up from 104 the week be-

fore; and two total deaths from the

virus, with two cases and one death

in a long-term care facility.

Also as of Monday, a total of 1,824

cases were reported in Harrison

County, along with 26 deaths, in-

cluding 120 cases and 13 deaths in

long-term care facilities.

Pearl River County reported a

total of 431 cases and 34 deaths as of

Monday, with 53 of the cases and 14

of the deaths in long-term care facil-

ities.

MSDH estimates that, as of Sun-

day, 35,071 Mississippians have re-

Stone Co. COVID-19 cases rising
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