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Wiggins Opts to 

Not Raise Taxes

Locals Send Water 
to Jackson Residents

Property Owners Support New District Plan
BY LYNDY BERRYHILL

Several downtown business owners support establishing an 
entertainment and leisure district to boost foot traffi  c and economic 
activity with the proper guidelines.

At the city’s workshop session on � ursday, September 8, about 20 
people fi led into City Hall to give feedback and ask questions about the 
city’s plans.

� ough the district has yet to be voted on, board members said they 
wanted input about establishing the district.

“We’re hoping to attract restaurants down here because that is one 
thing I think we’re missing out on,” Mayor Darrell Berry said.

Ideally, Berry explained, the district would attract a nicer, sit-down 
restaurant where citizens could enjoy a meal and have a drink.

A� er 5 p.m., Berry said the ordinance would allow people to sit on the 
boardwalk. 

“You will be able to walk out of the restaurant, sit out on the boardwalk, 
and have a drink---Not wandering all around town, and not in the park,” 
Berry said.

� e city discussed the district comprising First Street and Pine Avenue 
but no longer includes Blaylock Park.

Berry said the city is dedicated to monitoring how the district succeeds 
and modifying the ordinance if that becomes necessary.

“We want to start small,” Berry said. “� is is something totally new for 

us. Who knows? It may not work.”
Board members also hope the district will inspire someone to renovate 

vacant buildings and turn them into restaurants.
At least three current property owners downtown and one person in 

talks to buy a downtown property are interested in a business downtown 
that would sell alcohol. Still, they are waiting for the city to approve the 
district fi rst.

One of those property owners is Heather Obomsawin, who owns at 
least three properties on Pine Hill with her business partners.

Obomsawin and Laura Rester recently purchased the old Serendipity 
Cafe, which they intend to house a bakery inside.

“It’s been sitting there empty, falling apart for 10 years, so we are super 
excited to bring life back,” she said. “Do I want to turn it into a bar? No. 
But do I think it would be cool to partner with Fat Daddy’s Fine Dining, 
who cooks amazing steaks and have a steak dinner, and we sell tickets, 
and if people want to have a drink, to be able to do that? Yes, I think lots 
of people would do that.”

Obomsawin called out some critics who jokingly claimed Toot’s was 
moving to Pine Hill, referencing a county-line bar that has fallen on hard 
times since Wiggins fi rst started allowing alcohol served with a meal.

“I just can’t get behind people saying it’s going to turn into all this awful 
stuff ,” she said. “� e people who are going to walk in the streets and 
drink don’t care what y’all say. � ey don’t care what I say. � ey’re going 
to walk with their brown paper bag all day, every day, anyway. � at’s not 

BY LYNDY BERRYHILL

� e City of Wiggins did not raise the millage rate for 

the second year in a row.

Currently, the city collects 24.9 mills, which will 

generate a little over $1 million in revenue or about 

21 percent of the total city budget.

� e city’s total projected revenue for the new fi scal 

year is estimated at $4.8 million.

� e board approved the current rate and adopted 

the 2022-2023 budget, which will go into eff ect 

October 1 of this year. 

� e board voted unanimously to approve the budget 

at a special-called meeting on � ursday, September 8.

Residents of Wiggins will pay annual property taxes 

based on the city’s millage rate in addition to the 

county’s mill rate, which is projected to increase due 

to the school bond vote earlier this spring.

� e county currently operates at 126.58 mills, which 

was decreased about 6 mills the previous year. � e 

school bond vote will add 11.60 mills to 138.18 mills 

for the county.

BY LYNDY BERRYHILL

� e members of New Morning Star 
Missionary Baptist Church are preparing 
to send another U-Haul trailer loaded 
down with drinking water to the citizens of 
Jackson this week.

On September 3, the church, aided by 
donations from Wise Words Ministry, 
Avis Stubbs, and Angela � ornton, 
delivered over 1,000 cases of bottled water 
and 6 gallons of distilled water.

“We are going back this week,” said 
Rev. Anton McBride. “We are trying to 
fi nalize some logistics.” McBride said 
church members have rallied others in the 
community to donate.

Members Jackie Johnson and Deborah 
Brown spearheaded the project to send aid 
to the capital city of Mississippi.

Heavy rains and fl ash fl ooding caused the 
city’s aging infrastructure to fail, leaving 
nearly all 150,000-plus residents with little 
or no water. 

Over a month later, Jacksonians are still 
being cautioned not to drink or brush their 
teeth with the water without boiling it fi rst.

While city, state, and federal leaders work 
to rehabilitate the municipal water system, 
residents are relying heavily on donations. 

Contact Rev. McBride or Jackie Johnson 
through New Morning Star Missionary 
Baptist Church to donate bottled water 
toward Jackson’s crisis.

Labor Day DUI

Blitz Nets Arrests
BY LYNDY BERRYHILL

Local law enforcement offi  cials report fi ve local DUI 
arrests a� er the most recent DUI Blitz, which ended this 
month.

� e Labor Day DUI Blitz lasted from Friday, September 
2, at 6 a.m., until Labor Day.

 A collaboration between the Mississippi Highway 
Patrol and local law enforcement across the state resulted 
in a total of 10,026 citations and 270 arrests for impaired 
driving, according to MHP.

MHP Troop K cited 16 DUIs, three drug arrests, and 
three felony arrests along the coast.

Stone County Sheriff ’s Department DUI offi  cer Kevin 
Hines said the number of DUI arrests for Stone County 
was about average for the time of year.

Volunteers load cases of water to send to Jackson on Sept. 3. Photo Contributed.


