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There are only two Gold

Star families who receive

support in Stone County

and regional coordinators

for the program suspect

there may be more – and

they would like to find

those families and help

them. 

The Gold Star program is

designed to support the im-

mediate family members

of a fallen military mem-

ber who died during active

service.

“There are probably

more (in the county),” says

Emily Kolenda, a Navy

Gold Star Coordinator.

“They may be

from (various)

branches, but

there are

families in

probably

every

county."

During World

War I, families would

hang banners with blue

stars according to how

many family members

were actively serving in

the military. The Gold Star

program honors that tradi-

tion. The programs offi-

cially started

somewhat re-

cently for

most

branches of

the military,

which have

separate coor-

dinators for each

branch.

The Navy’s program

launched in October 2014.

The Army launched its

program in 2009. The Air

Force and the Marines

have recently begun pro-

grams, as well. 

Kolenda says the number

of family members eligible

to receive support is large,

yet there is no data at this

time that can provide coor-

dinators with family infor-

mation on each fallen

service member. 

Since the programs have

so many resources dedi-

cated to families, she
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S
tone County resident

Dylan Hodge didn’t know

what a podcast was the

first time he heard one.

Now podcasts are his passion.

For the past three years, Hodge

has been producing the HodgePodge

podcast. His audience has grown

from an audience made up only of

close friends and family to more

than 4,000 listeners a month.

“About five or six years a ago, I lis-

tened to the Bobby Bones show…I

heard it and I knew that’s what I

wanted to do,” Hodge said.

Like Hodge, Bones also started

producing his own audio shows

when he was a teenager. He worked

his way up to a nationally-syndi-

cated radio show and is a well-

known personality in the business.

Hodge said he was interested in

radio. When he realized he could

produce his show as a podcast with
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Help available for local Gold Star families

Gov. tate Reeves on Monday an-

nounced that restaurants and

parks could reopen under new

CoVID-19 guidelines, albeit with

some limitations. enterprise  file

photo / Jody o’Hara

• Please see HODGE, page 8• Please see REOPEN, page 2

• Please see GOLD, page 6

Hodge-Podge Podcast

“I could go up there and fail…but Walt Disney
failed. Stephen King, when he wrote Carrie, 30 re-
jections…Steve Jobs was kicked out of Apple. But
they somehow made a comeback…you learn

from the failures in order to succeed.”
 -- Dylan Hodge

Parks &
dine-in
facilities 
to reopen

Staff RepoRt

Gov. Tate Reeves on Mon-

day amended the “Safer-At-

Home” order to allow for the

reopening of restaurants and

parks. 

The “Safer-At-Home” order

remains in effect until Mon-

day, May 11 and the new

guidelines go into effect on

Thursday, May 7 at 8 a.m. 

“I don’t want to wait if there

are steps that we believe we

can safely take now to ease

the burden on Mississippians

fighting the virus,” Reeves

said Monday during his daily

press briefing via Facebook.

“There are thousands around

the state that are set to close

New guidelines go
into effect Thursday

Stone County resident making dreams come true on the Internet

Stone County resident Dylan Hodge on the right, with his podcast-inspiration and national celebrity Bobby Bones on the left.


