
By Lyndy BERRyHiLL

Reporting every penny’s worth of Hurricane Zeta

damage is the neighborly thing to do.

So far, 287 homes have reported damages ranging

from minor to destroyed, according to the Stone

County Emergency Management Agency.

Stone County EMA Director Raven James said re-

porting storm damage can help aid residents, even if

a home has minor damage or is covered by insurance

because it adds to the total amount of damages

needed to receive federal aid.

James said he encourages residents to report all

damages to the Mississippi Emergency Management

Agency, so state and federal agencies can more accu-

rately assess damages and residents can receive aid.  

To report damages, residents can visit

www.msema.org/contact/crisistrackcsr and self-re-

port through the link for Stone County.

The hurricane damage must meet the $4.5 million

threshold before qualifying residents can receive aid

through the MEMA and the Federal Emergency

Management Agency. 

But that is just the first step of a longer process.

In a press release on Nov. 16, MEMA officials said

the agency works closely with FEMA to finalize the

damage assessment data for an Individual Assis-

tance request. MEMA is also still working to com-

plete Joint Public Damage Assessments so local

governments can receive aid. 

“Instead of requesting two separate declarations for

Individual and Public Assistance, combining them

into one request letter could speed up the process of

getting a decision,” MEMA Deputy Director Stephen

McCraney said in the release.

McCraney said preliminary reports show Hurri-

cane Zeta caused roughly $50 million in damage to

public infrastructure, but FEMA must validate those

numbers before MEMA can draft a request for assis-

tance. 

That process is still ongoing.

“We understand residents need assistance to help

rebuild. This process takes time. We want to make

sure we do not miss any information that could help

us get an individual assistance declaration,” Mc-

Craney said.
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• Please see COV ID, page 5

Cleanup from Hurricane
Zeta continues for Stone Co.

• Please see BOARD, page 6

632 cases
as of

Monday
for Stone

Co.

SCRCF still having issues
with condensation
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the Stone County Board of Supervisors heard Beau Gex, the gov-

ernment affairs officer for Memorial Hospital foundation on Mon-

day, nov. 16. Enterprise photo/Lyndy Berryhill

By Lyndy BERRyHiLL

Condensation continues to plague the Stone County

Regional Correctional Facility, but it could fixed for

good soon.

The Stone County Board of Supervisors will receive

an update on the issue after requesting a new assess-

ment at a previous board meeting in October.

The supervisors were informed at the Nov. 16 meet-

ing that an architect will assess the condensation and

ventilation this Thursday and report back to the

board.

The Board approved the final paperwork and reports

Staff REpoRt

The Mississippi State Depart-

ment of Health (MSDH) on Mon-

day reported 589 new cases of

COVID-19 in the state — including

three more in Stone County —and

two new deaths.

“Mississippi's total of COVID-19

cases for the year now stands at

134,898, with 3,545 deaths,” accord-

ing to the agency’s statement on

Monday. “Among cases and

deaths already reported, MSDH

has identified 34 new cases in resi-

dents of long-term care facilities,

and four deaths. There are cur-

rently 145 ongoing outbreaks of

COVID-19 in long-term care facili-

ties.”

MSDH reported 969 cases and

three deaths on Sunday; and 1,370

cases and 21 deaths on Saturday.

As of Monday morning, Stone

County had a total of 632 cases of

coronavirus with 14 deaths, in-

cluding 57 cases and nine deaths

in long-term care facilities.

Also as of Monday, Harrison

County had 6,453 cases with 101

deaths, including 303 cases and 35

deaths in long-term care.

Pearl River County had 1,327

cases with 65 deaths, including 99

cases and 23 deaths in long-term

care.

As of Nov. 15, the MSDH reports

that 723 Mississippians are hospi-

Hurricane Zeta swept through Stone County and downed many trees like the one seen here. Enterprise photo/Lyndy Berryhill


