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When the community of Stone County is asked 
which restaurant floods their minds with memories, 
most will say “Frosty Mug”.
Frosty Mug has been a staple of Wiggins and Stone 
County for over six decades. It is one of the oldest 
functioning restaurants in the county.
While recurring customers rush in by the dozens to 
get their hands on the restaurant’s beloved “Lotto 
Burger,” new owners Chris and Kalie Gollott are 
ready to upgrade the restaurant’s menu and look.
“There are so many memories for the community, 
and we don’t want to change that,” Kalie said. “I think 
Frosty Mug is perfect the way it is, just the food needs 
to be improved and we want to revamp the building.”
She said it’s going to be the same old-fashioned Frosty 
Mug everyone loves, it’s just going to get a facelift.
The Frosty Mug’s genesis began in 1960 when Bettie 
Sue and Pal Roberts and Tommy and Bennie Cain 
opened the business in 1960.
The establishment was given the name “Frosty Mug” 
because of its frosted glass mug that was used to serve 

root beer.
Six months after opening, the Cains opted out of the 
restaurant and sold their half to Bettie Sue and Pal.
For the next 30 years, Bettie Sue and Pal employed 
over 400 people and served thousands of hungry 
customers.
On April 1, 1990, Reda and Porter Burke bought 
the establishment. What began as a short-term plan 
to help build up their retirement was an 18-year 
ownership anyone would be proud of.
During the Burkes’s ownership, they expanded Frosty 
Mug’s menu from milkshakes, burgers, and fries to 
po-boys, sandwiches, salads, and variations of ice 
cream, items that are still ordered today.
Tim and Janice Thibideau purchased the Frosty Mug 
from the Burkes in 2008.
When the Thibideau’s took over,  their goal was  to 
strive for the restaurant’s original way of making food.
Bettie Sue Robert gave the Thibideaus all of the 
original recipes, and everything was replicated the 
way it was back in 1960.
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Bite Into a l e g e n d
Story by Dylan Hodge
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Chris and Kalie Gollott took over the restaurant 
on December 7, 2023.
“We have been together since we were 15 and Chris 
has always wanted a restaurant… and we want a 
place where the kids can come because there’s no 
place like that here,” Kalie said.
Chris is an executive chef who has worked in 
multiple casinos and restaurants on the Gulf Coast, 
including Emeril’s Gulf Coast Fish House at the 
Island View Casino and the Hilton Garden Inn.
Kalie said the couple first became aware of Frosty 
Mug five years ago. “Our daughter dances across 
the street…I just loved the feel of it, the mom-and-
pop-hometown feel,” she said.
The Gollotts are planning to condense the menu 
with over 50 items.
“We’re going to pretty much keep what everybody 
loves but condense it down,” Kalie said.
Along with their new prime rib sandwich and patty 
melt, Frosty Mug also has specialty menu items.
Kalie and Chris have collaborated with Heartley 

Sweets & Sweet Bites to create their brand-new 
decadent shakes.
“We are getting ready to do a lemon icebox pie 
shake and they are going to make the pie that’s 
going to be on the top of the lemon shake,” Kalie 
said.
Every sauce served at the restaurant is freshly made 
in-house. “Everything is fresh,” Kalie said. “We’re 
not overly processed. We’ve got top ingredients.”
To make sure their customers are getting the best 
quality of food possible, Kalie and Chris participate 
in taste kitchens.
With Chris’ fine dining experience immersed with 
quick service, the combination in a restaurant will 
be very unique. Though Frosty Mug has changed 
hands four times and  went under  numerous 
renovations, it has remained at its original location 
and is a staple of Stone County.
Frosty Mug is located at 514 S. Magnolia Drive. 
They are open Monday through Saturday 11 a.m. 
to 8 p.m. They are closed on Sundays.
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“Red Creek Spring” by Melissa Ladner

“House on Wire Road” by Garrett Seal

Local Artist Submissions
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“Stone County Bouquet” by Darci Stockman
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BRANCHING OUT

STORY BY DYLAN HODGE
On a hot summer day, Seth Willison, 
the 45-year-old owner of Willison 
Timberworks Design Build, has been 
working on his newest project: Piney 
Woods Cottage No. 4.
It is the same passion project he has 
been working on for the past six 
months, and he is close to finishing it.
Willison’s portfolio is mostly 
passion projects. He chose to design 
and build with time-tested skills, 
tools, and an overall respect for his 
medium.
In 2006, Willison was looking to 
purchase a home and could not see 
himself in any of the structures.
“What I saw at the time were houses 
on the market that were not good 
architecture,” Willison said. He said 
his standards of homes and buildings 

stemmed from a college studies trip 
to Spain and Vietnam.
“I saw hundreds of thousand-year-
old buildings that were beautiful, so 
my standard of beauty was raised 
through that trip,” he said.
Willison had a vision of what he 
wanted to live in, so he decided to 
build his own home.
He spent thousands of hours studying 
the New England Timber Frame 
revival that began in the 1970s.
“It was a craft that was almost 
lost due to the advent of the 
balloon frame and platform frame 
construction,” Willison said.
Timberwork was first used 
throughout the Middle East, Europe, 
and Asia as early as 200 B.C.
Timber framing is the traditional 

method of building using heavy 
timbers. It uses squared-off, carefully 
fitted timbers held in place by large 
wooden pegs. 
Timber frame construction was 
popular in a period when iron was 
expensive and nails were difficult 
and time-consuming to produce, so 
people had to devise a way to build 
without using nails.
This is the origin of traditional 
joinery, which we still use today in 
timber framing. Many of Europe’s 
oldest buildings were timber framed, 
and many of them still exist. The 
timber framing trade was brought to 
America by European immigrants, 
who lasted for years before industry 
caught up and nails became cheap 
and simple to obtain, causing timber 
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framing to fade out of fashion.
In the 1970s, timber framing and traditional joinery 
saw a revival, with people restrained from mastering the 
traditional skills.
To see if he really could take on such a feat as building 
his own home, Willison decided to build a simple 
carport.
“That went very well, and once that went up, I knew I 
had to build everything on my own,” Willison said.
Since building his home and establishing his company in 
2019, Willison has designed and built three timber frame 
structures and is currently working on adding four more 
to his resume.
Piney Woods Cottage No. 4B is currently in production, 
and Willison’s clients love his idea of going green.
“They’re actually very into national and alternative 
building materials,” Willison said.
He said Willison Timberworks & Design Build will be 

one of the first companies in the state of Mississippi to 
use hemp wool insulation.
Hemp wool is a new alternative for fiberglass and spray 
foam insulation. Their paints and coating safeguard and 
enhance structures, infrastructure, and assets, reducing 
maintenance expenses and boosting energy efficiency.
His goal is to introduce predesigned houses that work for 
South Mississippi’s climate and culture.
“The current builds were good at the time, but we are 
not in a place where we have to build like that anymore,” 
Willison said.
He said he would also love to see his developments and 
houses use natural and appropriate materials.
“…The material choices on the houses in South 
Mississippi right now are atrocious,” Willison said. “They 
do whatever is cheapest and easiest. It’s not very human-
friendly or animal-friendly or environmentally friendly.”

GULF COAST COTTAGE NO. 7B





Flint Creek Resevoir
Highway 29 in Wiggins, is 
comprised of 1900 total acres and 
features a 650-acre lake with 13 
miles of shoreline stocked with 
bass, bream, crappie and catfish 
offering excellent fishing 24-hours 
a day. The lake is also a favorite 
for boating, water skiing and 
swimming. Aluminum boat rentals 
are available.  

Address: 1216 Parkway Drive
Wiggins, MS 39577

Cabin Reservations: 
1-800-748-9403

Campsite Reservations: 
601-928-3051

Splash Of Fun Water Park
Located inside Flint Creek Water 
Park in Wiggins and is open:
Saturday: 10-6

Sunday:  12-6
Labor Day: 11-4
Prices:
General Admission: $12.00 + tax
Observer Fee: $3.00 + tax

Old Wire Road Trail
A 7-Mile long pathway that follows 
the historic Old Wire Road, the 1846 
telegraph line that connected the 
Gulf Coast to New York. This trail is 
paved.

Tuxachanie Trail
Located in the De Soto National 
Forest, Tuxachanie Trail boasts 12 
miles of trails weaving through pine 
savannahs, swamps, and follows an 
abandoned railroad line built in the 
early 1900s by Irish immigrants. 

Big Biloxi Rec Area
The Big Biloxi Recreation Area lies 
on the banks of the Big Biloxi River.  
The area provides a cool, refreshing 
experience from cities nearby. 
Facilities include 25 camping units, 
all with utility hookups; a picnic area 
with a pavilion; bathhouse with hot 
showers; dump station; and a .5-mile 
nature trail.
Contact the De Soto Ranger District 
Office at 601-528-6180 for the 
current fees.

Black Creek National 
Wild and Scenic River
Black Creek meanders through the 
De Soto National Forest. It is where 
many visitors enjoy canoeing or 
floating down the river. 
Local outfitters offer guided kayak 
and camping trips.

Off the Beaten Path
State, Regional & Local Recreational Areas
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Inita Owen
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Fax: 601-928-6455
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Cheona Trails
story and photos by dylan hodge



A new 18-hole disc golf course inside Flint Creek 
Water Park is drawing enthusiasts from near and 
far. 
In the sport, players use disc golf discs and aim for 
the basket, which is essentially a pole that extends 
up from the ground with chains and a basket. The 
game’s synopsis is to land the disc inside the bas-
ket in the fewest number of throws, starting from 
the tee area. A disc golf course generally has nine 
to 18 holes. 
The idea of a disc golf course came from park 

manager Michael Clark just a couple of years ago. 
“I saw the disc golf courses at Paul B. and Little 
Black and I knew that we needed something like 
that here to draw in more people,” Clark said. 
Clark was introduced to disc golf course designer 
Bo Kirk through his son. 
A couple of weeks after the initial meeting, Kirk 
was hired on at the park as a maintenance worker, 
in hopes of starting construction of the course. 
Clark said when the park wasn’t busy they would 
spend their time constructing the course. 



Bo Kirk almost scores a hole in one.

Hole One 



In December of 2023, the first set of flags and 
mulch were set into place. 
Less than six months later, Kirk completed the 
final hole on Thursday, May 2. 
So far over 300 people have stopped in to play the 
sport on the new course. 
He was given the honor of naming the disc golf 
course. 
Kirk said he wanted to name the course “The 
Wild Magnolia”, but sticking with the Native 
American theme of the park, he chose the name 
“Cheona Trails.” 
“To the Indians that lived in this area, Cheona 
means white dove,” Stone County resident and 
disc golf player Bill Prout said. 
Native Americans called the local magnolia tree 
the Cheona tree, aka the Tree of the White Dove 
due to the blossoming of the tree. 
This is Kirk’s 13th course he has designed. He has 
designed courses in Texas, North Carolina, and 

Mississippi. 
As soon as the disc golf course was complete, 
professional disc golfer Bryan “Pizza God” James 
traveled six hours to play his 1,800th course. 
“I have always been one that likes to play differ-
ent courses, so every time I went somewhere I 
tried to play every course,” James said. 
He began playing two courses a day in the Dal-
las/Fort Worth, Texas area. Later that morphed 
into James’ goal of playing every single disc golf 
course available. 
James has received many accomplishments 
by playing the sport. In 1992, he won the Am 
Worlds Putting Championship. He received the 
Honorable Service Award from the Lone Star La-
sers Club in 2013. And in 2016, he was inducted 
into the Texas Disc Golf Hall of Fame. 
People can play disc golf from 6 a.m. until 8 p.m. 
Monday through Sunday.

From left to right: Eddie Beckham, course designer Bo Kirk, and Bill Prout 
after playing four rounds of disc gold on the Cheona Trails.








