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Paul dealt with having sickle 
cell anemia, and his struggles 
with the disease led him to 
alcoholism. He would ulti-
mately die from a self-inflicted 
gunshot wound.

Paul is more than just a char-
acter for Lane, he has personal 
connections to the role making 
it simplistic for him to fill the 
shoes.

Similar to Paul, Lane also 
once struggled with alcoholism 
and drug abuse.

“I have an adjacent under-
standing of my character,” 
Lane said.

“I am 17 years free of drugs 
and alcohol. I was able to get 
on the other side of that battle. 
Paul unfortunately succumbed 
to his battle. I feel honored to 
live on from where he didn’t 
get to.”

Tracie Elaine Lee plays 
Johnnie Mae, The Temptations’ 
first manager, and Mary 
Wilson, founding member of 
The Supremes.

“I love playing two different 

people especially in this show,” 
Lee said. “I love playing some-
one everyone across the world 
knows as this beautiful glamor-
ous icon that is Mary Wilson 
and I love playing Johnnie Mae 
where people may not think she 
is. She’s a very real person and 
I love bringing someone’s story 
that you may or may not know 
to light. Her story fits into The 
Temptations’ story.”

Lee went into greater detail 
about who Mae was and how 
she parallels the former man-
ager. 

“Johnnie Mae makes me 
think of all the no nonsense 
women in my life who raised 
me, I’ve been lucky enough, 
blessed enough, and honored 
enough to be raised by women 
who really run things,” Lee 
said.

“Johnnie Mae is pieces of 
these amazing women who 
built me up —my grandmother, 
my mother, my Godmother, 
my aunts have shaped me and 
instilled in me the sense of 
when you see something you 
want to go after it.”

Lane and Lee collectively 
said working on the produc-
tion is fun and they encourage 
everyone to come see it.

“There’s so many won-
derful tunes you’ll hear and 
you’ll also learn more about 
other characters —Smokey 
Robinson, Berry Gordy, [St. 
Louisan] Dennis Edwards,” 
Lane said. “You have the 
opportunity to see full people, 
three-dimensional icons. Not 
too many shows do that.”

“Ain’t Too Proud: The 
Life and Times of The 
Temptations,” is based on 
Otis Williams’ Memoir 
“Temptations.” The musi-
cal premiered in 2017 
at California’s Berkeley 
Repertory Theatre. It opened 
on Broadway March 2019. 
Broadway production took a 
pause in March 2020 due to 
coronavirus; it reopened Oct. 
16 2021. Its last Broadway per-
formance was Jan. 16, 2022.

“Ain’t Too Proud: The 
Life and Times of The 
Temptations,” has a running 
time of two hours and thirty 
minutes with one intermission. 
Mature themes and explicit 
language is displayed in the 
production.

For tickets and more infor-
mation, visit https://www.
fabulousfox.com/events/detail/
aint-too-proud.
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Entertainers R&B singer 
MAXA, veteran R&B/Soul 
singer Lydia Caesar, introspec-
tive Rap superstar and St. Louis 
City SC’s director of musical 
experience, Mvstermind, and 
the West African Drum and 
Dance Company, Afriky LoLo 
kept the positive energy flow-
ing.

Congresswoman Cori Bush 
attended and provided guests, 
especially Black women, with 
the encouragement they need to 
hear while navigating through 
a society that doesn’t always 
have their best interests at 
heart.

“This is amazing to be in 
this space where you can be all 
of you and it’s accepted you 

don’t have to change up, you 
don’t have to code switch,” 
Bush said. “You can just be 
you. It’s great to be a Black 
woman, it’s amazing.”

Bush, also proudly also 
talked about her calling to shift 
the narrative of representa-
tion in Congress, and how 
that translates to Black people 
in St. Louis being whole and 
comfortable with themselves 
despite adversity.

“When I first ran for office 
they told me ‘you can’t run 
for Congress your braids are 
unprofessional, ‘you can’t run 
for Congress your hips are 
too big,’” Bush said. “They 
cropped me out of photos and 
said I was a dark spot in the 
photo. Self love kept me going. 
Thinking about all of you and 
having St. Louis’ love kept me 
going.”

Frizz Fest 2022 included 
a hair and fashion show on 

the mainstage and hair demos 
and texture talks in the beauty 
lounge. Young festival goers 
were occupied in the youth 
zone with arts and crafts.

Inner zen was centered with 
yoga and meditation sessions.

Hughes expressed gratitude 
and humility toward St. Louis 
for believing in her vision for 
Frizz Fest.

“I want everyone to keep 
coming back year after year,” 
Hughes said. “We’re never 
going away. I’m thankful for 
all the love and support St. 
Louis has continued to show 
us, it means so much to me.”

The St. Louis American 
interviewed Hughes last 
year about Frizz Fest. Read 
the story here: https://www.
stlamerican.com/arts_and_
entertainment/living_it/frizzy-
by-nature/article_c72717e8-
0050-11ec-ba11-a76e5f2bff9f.
html.
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She continued her feelings 
of gratitude thanking Publisher 
Dr. Donald M. Suggs and The 
St. Louis American team for 
selecting her to perform.

“I’m always honored and 
grateful to Dr. Suggs and 
everyone for thinking of a 
hometown girl and saying 
‘Hey, we choose you’” Thimes 
said.

“The gala motivates me  to 
reach even greater levels of 
excellence. I’m very proud 
and grateful to be a part of the 
event this year.”

The Jazz Edge Orchestra 
began when the Washington 
University Jazz ensemble and  
Harris Stowe Jazz Ensemble 
incorporated as a non-profit in 
1990.

It has grown into a dynamic 
17-piece orchestra performing 

in top St. Louis venues includ-
ing Powell Hall, the Sheldon 
Concert Hall, the Arch, and 
the Touhill Performing Arts 
Center.

Many nationally and inter-
nationally known musicians 
including Clark Terry, Frank 
Foster, James Moody, Lester 
Bowie, and Jimmy Wilkins, 
have performed with the band.

The Jazz Edge Orchestra has 
also served as an incubator for 
local and national talent such 
as Montez Coleman, Russell 
Gunn, Tony Suggs, Danny 
Campbell, Adaron Jackson, and 
Kasimu Taylor. They all were 
students who had their musi-
cal horizons expanded by their 
experience with the band.

“We want to ensure we 
have something for every 
audience member, so in addi-
tion to our Jazz Cabaret with 
Denise Thimes, we also have 
our dance party featuring 
Darryl Jones, DJ of Blacklight 
Productions,” said Raven 
Whitener, St. Louis American 
Foundation & Special Events 

director.
“The dance party will feature 

old school hip hop and current 
hits for all to enjoy. We’re sure 
there will be something for 
everyone of all ages. This night 
is guaranteed to be full and 
exciting as we celebrate with a 
purpose.”

The St. Louis American 
Foundation’s 35th Annual 
Salute to Excellence in 
Education Scholarship & 
Awards Gala kicks off with a 
general reception at 5 p.m. The 
banquet and awards ceremony 
is at 6 p.m., and post-gala 
afterparty begins at 9 p.m. 
on Saturday, Oct. 1, 2022 at 
America’s Center, Downtown 
St. Louis.

Attendees have a chance to 
dress up as attire is Black-Tie 
optional.

For tickets and more infor-
mation, visit https://www.
stlamerican.com/site/forms/
salute_to_excellence/education/
education_ticket_form/.
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