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By Zenobia Thompson
For The St. Louis American

The Homer G. Phillips Nurse Alumni Inc. 
strongly oppose your proposed intentions to 
name a three-bed urgent care facility Homer 
G. Phillips Hospital.  

As advocates for improving health care 
in the medically underserved African-

American community, we 
welcome the placement 
of a three-bed urgent 
care facility on the near 
North Side. However, 
we are unequivocally 
and adamantly against 
this proposed urgent 
care facility bearing the 
honorable name of Homer 
G Phillips. 

Your intention to 
appropriate the name 
Homer G Phillips not only 
trivializes and diminishes 
the historical legacy 
of attorney Homer G. 
Phillips and Homer G. 

Phillips Hospital, it is denigrating.
It is our understanding that Dr. Will 

Ross of the Washington University School 
of Medicine, who is also a historian of 
Homer G. Phillips Hospital, and The St. 

Louis American expressed concerns to 
you regarding this ill-advised decision. 
Unfortunately, it is also our understanding 
that you were not persuaded to reconsider or 
even publicly offer an explanation.  

In The St Louis American, retired 

Nurse alumni 
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hospital name 
An open letter to 
developer Paul McKee Jr.

The civil rights faithful marched three miles from the Old Courthouse in downtown St. Louis to Leonard Missionary Baptist 
Church in Midtown in the 34th annual Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Day March on Monday, January 20.
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By Sandra Jordan 
Of The St. Louis American

There are yellow envelopes in the mail this week to 
11,108 St. Louis city and county families – envelopes 
that may contain an answer to prayers. Donors from the 
United Church of Christ came up with over $60,000 and 
the Deaconess Foundation donated $40,000. With that 
$100,000 donation, the church purchased $12.9 million 
in medical debt of families living at or below the poverty 
line through the RIP Medical Debt program – and wiped 
out their debt. 

Rev. Traci Blackmon, senior pastor at Christ the King 
United Church of Christ and UCC associate general 
minister of Justice and Local Church Ministries, described 
it as an act of loving thy neighbor – neighbors who are 
burdened with unpaid medical debt while living with 
incomes below the national poverty level in 78 local zip 
codes.

“Every letter closes with this phrase, ‘You may never 

UCC, Deaconess retire 
$12.9M in medical debt

See NURSES, A7

Call for Medicaid expansion in Missouri, 
citizen engagement 

By Sophie Hurwitz 
For The St. Louis American

On Dr. Martin Luther King Day, January 20, the Urban 
League of Metropolitan St. Louis held a ribbon-cutting 
ceremony for its new Community Resource Center in the 
Martin Luther King Shopping Plaza on Page Boulevard. The 
MLK Center, which was given to the Urban League for use 
rent-free by Baceline Investments, will be used as a home 
base for the Urban League’s 2020 census outreach efforts, 
employment resources, and resources for parents of Head Start 
children. 

Martin Luther King Shopping Plaza 
hosts 17th location in St. Louis area

See URBAN LEAGUE, A10

By Rebecca Rivas
Of The St. Louis American

For more than a year, Wellston 
residents locked arms to fight against the 
U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 

Development’s 
decision in 
August 2018 to 
demolish 200 of 
the city’s public 
housing units. 

About 530 
people (or 174 
families) reside 
in the low-
income housing 
units – which is 
about one-fourth 
of Wellston’s 
residents. 
Wellston is the 

poorest municipality in St. Louis County, 
where more than 40 percent of its 2,300 
residents live below the poverty line – and 
65 percent of those residents are children. 

“While it’s not a financially rich 

See WELLSTON, A7

‘A victory 
for 
Wellston’
Community, elected 
officials partner to 
save low-income 
public housing

Urban League opens community center 
on MLK day

Marching for MLK in STL

Urban 
League of 
Metropolitan 
St. Louis 
President and 
CEO Michael 
McMillan 
visited with 
Alisia Moore, 
her son Logan 
Burks, 5, and 
her daughter 
Alia Burks, 
6, during 
the grand 
opening of its 
MLK Center 
in North St. 
Louis on 
Monday, 
January 20.

Rev. Traci Blackmon, who hosted the announcement at Christ the King 
United Church of Christ, was unflinching in identifying the underlying 
politics in this crucial election year.

n “Now that 
Wellston has been 
saved, the people 
have a grassroots 
opportunity to 
have their own 
community create 
a redevelopment 
plan.” 

– Farrakhan Shegog

Zenobia 
Thompson
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