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Hodgen Tech is Bayer 
School of Excellence

See SALUTE, A6

See GARDNER, A7

By Rebecca Rivas
Of The St. Louis American

Large swaths of North St. Louis currently have 
a less than 30% response rate to the U.S. Census, 
according to The Center for Urban Research’s 

Census 2020 Hard 
to Count map. And 
parts of North St. 
Louis County have 
response rates of 
between 30 and 
40%. 

What does 
that mean? Fewer 
resources and polit-
ical representation 
for these neighbor-
hoods, said Kayla 
Reed, co-founder 

and executive director of Action St. Louis. 
“For every person not counted on the census, 

we lose $1,300,” Reed said. “Over 10 years, that’s 
$13,000 per person. In the face of an undercount, 

North 
St. Louis 
could lose 
millions 
in census 
undercount
Deadline is Sept. 30 
to ensure federal funds 
and representation by 
completing census

By Rebecca Rivas
Of The St. Louis American

Before the COVID-19 pandemic hit, 
the hallways at Hodgen Tech Academy on 
Fridays looked like a robots’ LEGO play-
ground. 

Students in fifth and sixth grades would 
be teaching students as young as three how 
to effectively build LEGO obstacles for their 
ozobots. Hodgen students took home a dis-

Virtual Salute to Excellence in 
Education will be held October 16-17
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By Rebecca Rivas
Of The St. Louis American

The Missouri Senate passed a “dangerous” 
provision “in the midnight hours” of September 
2 that would hand over an unprecedented amount 

of authority of St. Louis’ 
Democratic elected prosecutor to 
Missouri’s Republican Attorney 
General Eric Schmitt, according 
to Missouri prosecutors and the 
NAACP.

“In the entire history of 
Missouri’s statehood, the attor-
ney general has never had the 
power to prosecute homicide 
cases without the request and 
consent of the local prosecu-
tor,” according to a September 
3 statement from the Missouri 

Association of Prosecuting Attorneys. “Missourians 
believe in local control and have never wanted 
statewide politicians to meddle in local affairs.” 

The provision came through an amendment to 
House Bill 2, proposed by state Senator Bob Onder 
(R-Lake St. Louis), at around noon on September 
2. It would allow the state attorney general to take 
over homicide cases in St. Louis after 90 days if 
Circuit Attorney Kimberly Gardner hasn’t filed 

Senate 
passes bill 
to undermine 
Gardner
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By Sylvester Brown Jr.
Of The St. Louis American

Face-to face, Eddie Smith doesn’t match 
the crotchety, impatient voice message he’d 
left in an attempt to set up an interview with 
this newspaper: “If y’all aren’t interested in 
saving lives, just let me know!”

In person, the tall, 71-year-old, Morgan 
Freeman lookalike was affable but intense. 
Armed with a thick, overstuffed, black binder 
and his 8-page resume, Smith came deter-
mined to show how his 44 years as a heating, 
ventilation, and air-conditioning (HVAC) 
engineer could be utilized in the fight against 
the COVID-19. 

The battle has become personal for Smith. 
He contracted the virus in late March. After 
surviving more than two months in a coma, 
in isolation and rehab, he returned to his 
home in Berkeley with a new purpose. With 

LOSING HIS COOL
Eddie Smith, COVID survivor and HVAC engineer, on healing ‘sick buildings’

Eddie Smith, a retired systems engineer who designed heating, ventilation, and 
air-conditioning (HVAC) systems and a COVID-19 survivor, said he knows how 
his knowledge could be utilized in the fight against the virus.
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trict championship trophy at the first annual 
LEGO Robotics competition. Older students 
would also be quizzing the fourth graders on 
state capitals for the Geoplunge, a geogra-
phy competition sponsored by the National 
Geospatial-Intelligence Agency and corpora-
tions that Hodgen has won for the past two 
years. 

“That is what I believe is driving the suc-
cess of Hodgen Tech: that our older kids are 
mentoring our younger scholars,” said Julia 

Kaiser. “I truly believe that is what is bring-
ing home the championships.”

The St. Louis Public elementary school is 
located at 1616 California Ave., not far from 
Lafayette Square. Of the school’s nearly 200 
students, 98% are black and all receive free 
or reduced school lunches. Aside from the 
robotics and geography fun, Hodgen is also 
a pilot school for a Computational Thinking 

Hodgen Tech Academy will receive the Bayer School of Excellence Award at the St. Louis American Foundation’s Salute to 
Excellence in Education virtual gala on October 16-17.

House yet to act on 
provision to let Schmitt 
prosecute city cases

Kimberly 
Gardner

Lou Brock was loved by everyone

n “For every per-
son not counted on 
the census, we lose 
$1,300. Over 10 
years, that’s $13,000 
per person.” 

– Kayla Reed, 
Action St. Louis


