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“Despite the positive changes we 

have made throughout history, there 
is a persistent trend of bad actors 
playing politics with the survey 
in order to disenfranchise racial 
minorities,” said U.S. Rep. Wm. Lacy 
Clay (D-Missouri).

“We see a present-day example 
of this type of bad faith provision 

in the 2018 
announcement 
that the 
Department 
of Commerce 
planned to add 
a citizenship 
question to the 
census. There 
was no valid 
reason for this 
proposal other 
than a concerted 
effort to suppress 
the response rate 

of minorities and new immigrants.” 
A leadership gap, inadequate 

funding and staffing and a deliberate 
campaign to intimidate immigrants 
and communities of color all make 

the 2020 Census 
among the most 
challenging 
in American 
history.

This was my 
testimony this 
week before 
a special field 
hearing of the 
U.S. House 
Committee 
on Oversight 
and Reform 
Subcommittee 

on Civil Rights and Civil Liberties 
regarding the upcoming Census.

The hearing, entitled “Getting 
Counted: The Importance of 
the Census to State and Local 
Communities,” was held at Queens 
Community College at the request 
of U.S. Reps. Carolyn B. Maloney 
(D-NY), co-chair of the House 
Census Caucus, and Alexandria 
Ocasio-Cortez (D-NY).

Days after the hearing, irrefutable 
evidence emerged to bolster my 

Undercounting 
blacks in the 
2020 Census 

will cost 
us terribly

From North City 
to WWT Raceway

See SCHOOLS, page 21

By Ken Roberts
For World Wide Technology 
Raceway Park 

 
Scott McClendon Jr. will do 

anything to become a professional 
racecar driver.

Consider what he did to make a 
meeting with an official of a team in 
the IndyCar series at then-Gateway 
Motorsports Park (now World Wide 

Technology Raceway Park) last 
year.

After his car broke down, 
McClendon, an African American 
who is originally from North St. 
Louis but now resides in Creve 
Coeur, decided he was going to 
walk from his home in North 
City to the track.

So he set out on foot across 
the Stan Musial Veterans 

n An 
inaccurate 
census will 
deprive 
communities 
of billions 
of dollars 
in federal 
funding.

Scott 
McClendon 
Jr., an African 
American who 
is originally 
from North 
St. Louis but 
now resides in 
Creve Coeur, 
went to Ranken 
Technical 
School for two 
years to learn 
about high-
performance 
engines and 
took part in the 
Skip Barber 
Racing school.

See CENSUS, page 16
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Three schools in the St. Louis 
Public School District – Lyon 
Academy, Gateway Elementary 
and Gateway Michael – will each 
receive lighting upgrades through 
the SHINE STL Program, a new 
partnership between the St. Louis 
Cardinals, Cardinals Care, the 
Electrical Connection, the St. Louis 
Public Schools Foundation and 
PLANLED, a minority-owned, LED 
lighting company based in Seattle, 
Washington.   

“At St. Louis Public Schools, we 
are learning more about the benefits 
of LED lighting and have begun 
to make a district-wide investment 
in updating the lighting in our 

Shedding new light on St. Louis Public Schools

See SAK, page 20
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Kwame Raoul

Pushing to preserve 

HUD protections for 

gender nonconforming 

people

Under HUD’s new 
proposal, shelters that 
receive federal funds 
could consider factors 
the department previously 
rejected in deciding 
whether to admit a 
transgender or gender 
nonconforming person to 
a shelter.
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Tiffany Anderson

Appointed to post-

secondary Technical 

Education Authority 

for Kansas
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Valerie Daniels-Carter

Kelvin Adams, 
superintendent of 
St. Louis Public 
Schools; Jim Curran, 
executive vice 
president, Electrical 
Connection; Michael 
Hall, vice president of 
community relations 
and the executive 
director of Cardinals 
Care; Ozzie Smith; 
Joe Abernathy, 
vice president, 
facility planning 
and engineering, 
St. Louis Cardinals; 
John Hwang, CEO, 
PLANLED; and Bill 
DeWitt III, president, 
St. Louis Cardinals. 
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Memorial Bridge. He got about 
halfway across when he was 
stopped by two St. Louis police 
officers.

“They asked me where I was 
going,” recalled the 21-year-
old McClendon. “I told them. 
Then they asked me if I had any 
weapons on me. I told them no. 

Anderson is Topeka 
Public Schools 
superintendent; 
previously, she was 
superintendent of 
Jennings Public Schools. 
She was the St. Louis 
American Foundation’s 
2015 Stellar Performer in 
Education.

Community partnerships bring LED lighting to Lyon, Gateway Elementary, Gateway Michael

Get 
counted

Lincoln grad select-

ed for National Black 

College Alumni Hall

Daniels-Carter is a 
minority owner of the 
Milwaukee Bucks and 
serves as a board 
member for the Green Bay 
Packers.
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Scott McClendon Jr. could be 
motorsports’ next big thing
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