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By Art Holliday
KSDK-TV News Director

From “Eyewitness News,” to “NewsChannel 
5,” to “5 On Your Side,” KSDK-TV has been a 
significant source of news, information, weather, 
and sports for 75 years and counting.

KSD-TV signed on for the first time February 
8, 1947, the 13th television station to sign on in 
the U.S. and the first television station in Mis-
souri.  Happy 75th!

It’s one of the TV stations I grew up watching 
as a child and beginning in 1979, KSD became 
my professional home as a weekend sportscaster 
for the next 10 years. It was the same year the 
station’s call letters were modified to KSDK to 
satisfy FCC regulation. I turned down a job in 
Tampa to come home, where I completely under-
estimated how much enjoyment my TV career 
would give my late parents, Austin and Cleo.

In August 1989, my career took a complete 

left turn when my general manager Bill Bolster 
suggested I become an early morning newscaster 
on “Today in St. Louis” with co-anchor Jennifer 
Blome. I loved being a sportscaster covering 
my hometown teams, but I was afraid to say no 
to my boss. It turns out Bolster had incredible 
instincts because Jennifer and I became one of 
the longest anchor pairing in local U.S. television 
history, 22 years.

In 2022, I’m in my second year as news direc-
tor at 5 On Your Side, the first Black TV news 
director for any of the main three television sta-
tions in St. Louis. That’s the latest reason I have 
such appreciation for the history of KSDK, espe-
cially the station’s Black history. I stand on the 
shoulders of local broadcasting legends Dianne 
White and Julius Hunter. I saw White and Hunter 
succeed at KSD in the 1960s, and even though 
I was years away from choosing TV news as a 
career, they made a significant impression on a 
future broadcaster for a simple reason; they were 

excellent at their jobs and they looked like me.
Long before she became a mentor, Dianne 

White was shattering the glass ceiling at KSD-
TV. When she went on the air in September 
1962, she was the first Black weathercaster in 
the nation. Dianne remained the only African 
American on television news in St. Louis for 
nearly three years. In my early years as a young 
sportscaster at KSD, she gave advice and became 
a friend. Julius Hunter’s Hall of Fame career 
included eight years at KSD -- 1966 to 1974 
-- before moving to the competition at KMOV. 
When the University of Missouri insisted I 
declare a major my sophomore year, I couldn’t 
help but think of White and Hunter. They became 
excellent broadcasters, so maybe I could, too.

With White and Hunter blazing their trails, 
Black anchors and reporters played key roles in 

By Kennedy Kalvoda
Northwest Missourian

As Black History Month continues, people are 
called reflect on and discuss Black history in the 
U.S. and around the world. An advocate for dis-
cussing and honoring Black history on campus is 
the Northwest Missouri State University Black 
Student Union. 

Northwest’s BSU had its first official meet-
ing in January 2019, and was called the Alliance 
of Black Collegians. There had been students 
calling for Northwest to implement a BSU on 
campus as early as 2016. Since its inception, a 

goal of the organization has been making Black 
students feel more comfortable on campus. 

BSU President Sherry Harper said, “Black 
history is our history,” and that people from other 
backgrounds need to learn more about it than just 
the basics. She said this can be done by taking 
more educational avenues besides the general 
ones that are offered by the University, such as 
African World and other history classes. 

“I really think that Black History Month, espe-
cially for Black organizations who are passionate 
about our Black history and our Black culture, 

By Nadia Reese 
The Afro

Recently, schools across the country have 
begun banning books on topics such as religion, 
“witchcraft,” sexuality, police brutality and rac-
ism from the classroom and pulling them from 
school libraries. It is no surprise that most of the 
books that made the banned book list are written 
by Black authors and focus on topics relating to 
issues and experiences within the Black com-
munity.
The Color Purple  

“The Color Purple” by Alice Walker is a novel 
set in 1900s Georgia and is narrated by Celie, 
the main character and protagonist as she details 
her experiences with her family including her 
mother, her abusive father and her sister Net-
tie. Though the story teaches women that they 
can be resilient in any situation with support 
from other women, the book was pulled from 
the shelves due to homosexuality, violence and 
explicit language. Between 1984 and 2013, the 
book was banned from school libraries across the 
United States. Then, Texas State Prisons banned 
the book for profanity and violence in 2017. 
The Bluest Eye 

“The Bluest Eye” was written by award-win-
ning author Toni Morrison in 1970. The novel 
takes place between 1940 and 1941 in Lorain, 
Ohio, which is also Morrison’s hometown. Blu-
est Eye tells the story of a girl named Pecola 
Breedlove, who comes from a family considered 
to be troubled, unhappy and ugly due to the color 
of their skin. Many of the characters in the novel 
are Black or of Mixed ancestry who long to be 
White. Though this novel was banned due to 

Happy 75th birthday, 5 On Your Side!
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Black Student 
Union President 
Sherry Harper (left) 
and Secretary 
Asmina Conn 
were among the 
founders of the 
organization 
at Northwest 
Missouri State 
University in 
January 2019 with 
a goal of making 
Black students feel 
more comfortable 
on campus.
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