
By Bernie Hayes 
For The St. Louis American

As we celebrate the anniversary of the 
birth of the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr., it is a wonderful birthday gift for him 
to celebrate the legacy of Ebenezer Baptist 
Church, the church which he led for so 
many years. Added to that gift is to realize 
one of his congregation’s disciples is now 
the first African American U.S. senator 
from the state of Georgia. 

How proud do you think he would be? 
Let us look at the past of this historic place 
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As nation honors 

MLK, St. Louis 

heads into diverse 

mayoral election

After Bosley and Harmon, 

city hasn’t had Black 

mayor in 20 years 
 

By Dana Rieck
Of The St. Louis American

 
When the Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. was killed on April 

4, 1968, St. Louis Mayor Alfonso Cervantes was serving his 
first term as the city’s Democratic leader.

While racial unrest, protests and riots broke out through 
the country, Cervantes — who was white — is credited with 
helping to keep the peace in the city by frequently meeting 
with Black leaders, while also working to add Black people 
to city government positions and commissions.

Cervantes also walked in the 20-block long interracial 
march honoring King’s life in 1968, according to the St. 
Louis Post-Dispatch.

Even so, it would be another two-and-a-half decades 
before St. Louis would elect its first Black mayor, Freeman 
Bosley Jr., on April 20, 1993, after Bosely’s father had 
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The Rev. Raphael G. 
Warnock is a newly 
elected U.S. 
senator from the state 
of Georgia. He is also 
pastor of Ebenezer 
Baptist Church in 
Atlanta, the same 
church once led by the 
Rev. Martin 
Luther King Jr.
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‘Embracing the 
Dream’ goes virtual
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“Strength to Love,” 
sermons by the Rev. 

Martin Luther King Jr. 
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Honoring the Rev. 

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.

See MAYORS, B4

During the annual Dr. Martin Luther King Day march on Jan. 21, 2019, a participant gave legs to a King poster dur-
ing the march from the Old Courthouse downtown to Leonard Baptist Church, 1100 N. Compton Ave. Observances 
honoring King, who was born on Jan. 15, 1929, will be different this year. In response to the coronavirus pandemic, 
speeches, programs, awards ceremonies and other activities will be held virtually, by Zoom, YouTube and other 
digital means. See Calendar of Events on Page B6.
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King’s other dream: 

What does urban renewal 

look like for 

Black America?

Seeking signs of hope 

for a post-pandemic world

By Sylvester Brown Jr.  
Of The St. Louis American

“Where do we go from here?”
The question raised in the title of The Rev. Dr. Martin 

Luther King’s book is as apropos today as it was when it was 
released a year before his assassintion in 1967. Perhaps more 
so. 

Although the coronavirus is still with us, vaccines to com-
bat it provide a hopeful glimmer of a post-COVID world. 
Yet, in its wake, African Americans will be left with the 
disproportionate health, economic, social and deadly ruins 
exacerbated by the global pandemic. 

In 1965, when African Americans were battling the multi-

U.S. Sen. Raphael G. Warnock — 

a birthday gift for Martin Luther King
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