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Songs fit 
for a King

Museum for the 

Confederacy slated 

to add tribute to civil 

rights leader

By Todd Leopold
Of CNN

(CNN) Georgia’s Stone Mountain, 
a site that once hosted Ku Klux Klan 
cross-burnings and remains a home for 
Confederate tributes, will soon be adding a 
very different symbol: a tower in honor of 
the Rev. Martin Luther King Jr.

According to CNN affiliate WSB, the 
tower will feature a replica of the Liberty 
Bell and give literal representation to a line 

from King’s “I Have a Dream” speech: 
“Let freedom ring from Stone Mountain of 
Georgia.” 

The Stone Mountain Memorial 

Association, the authority that maintains 
the mountain and surrounding Stone 

See SONGS, D13See MOUNTAIN, D10

An MLK playlist

The theme of the 2016 St. Louis Martin Luther King 
Jr. Holiday Committee is “The Dream is Ours,” and the 
focus of the Missouri Statewide celebration is “The Dream 
Belongs to ALL of US.”

Mrs. Coretta Scott King declared that the holiday 
celebrates the life and legacy of a man who brought hope 
and healing to America. She held that we commemorate 
as well the timeless values he taught us through his 
example, the values of courage, truth, justice, compassion, 

dignity, humility and service that so 
radiantly defined Dr. King’s character 
and empowered his leadership. She 
said on this holiday we remember the 
universal, unconditional love, forgiveness 
and nonviolence that empowered his 
revolutionary spirit.

Mrs. King also stated, “We remember 
Dr. King’s inspiring words, because his 
voice and his vision filled a great void in 
our nation, and answered our collective 
longing to become a country that truly 
lived by its noblest principles. Yet, Dr. 
King knew that it wasn’t enough just to 
talk the talk, that he had to walk the walk 
for his words to be credible. And so we 
commemorate on this holiday the man 
of action, who put his life on the line for 

freedom and justice every day, the man who braved threats 
and jail and beatings and who ultimately paid the highest 
price to make democracy a reality for all Americans.”

Most of us can name the many songs associated with 
the Civil Rights Movement of the 1950s and ‘60s, and 
we have heard of the hymns, spirituals and other religious 
songs that Dr. King believed helped carry him through 
troubled times. The list includes his request for Ben 
Branch from the balcony of the Loraine Motel seconds 
before he was assassinated. He asked Branch to play 
“Precious Lord.” 

Other songs related to Dr. King and to the crusade 
are “We Shall Not Be Moved,” “People Get Ready,” 
“A Change is Gonna Come,” “Eyes on the Prize,” 
“Ain’t Gonna Let Nobody Turn Me,” “Round Freedom 
Highway,” “Oh Freedom,” “Go Tell it on The Mountain,” 
“Lift Every Voice and Sing” and “We Shall Not be 
Moved.” 

Georgia’s Stone Mountain 

to be topped by MLK tribute
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By Chris King
Of The St. Louis American

U.S. Rep. Emanuel Cleaver II has served 
on the State of Missouri’s commission 
for observing the Rev. Martin Luther 
King Jr. national holiday for all 30 years 
of its existence, so he knows that the 
keynote speaker for the commission kick-
off event finishes a long night of official 
declarations, community awards and 
student performances. 

As the keynote speaker for the 
commission’s 30th anniversary kick-off 
on Saturday, January 9, he knew he would 
speak last in a long program. Further, 

as a seasoned United Methodist pastor 
and elected official – he was a Kansas 
City councilman when he started on the 
commission, and was that city’s first black 
mayor before his election to Congress in 
2005 – he always knows his audience. He 
would rightly have anticipated a mature 
crowd in Harris-Stowe State University’s 
main auditorium.

So he was prepared to address a drowsy 
crowd. “We’re talking about Dr. King’s 
dream,” Cleaver said, when he finally took 
the podium, “but we don’t want you to 
dream right now.”

Cleaver endeared himself to an audience 
that was already prepared to love him with 

effective use of humor; he is a very funny 
man. But his humor was purely strategic 
in setting up a speech that was full of 
rhetorical fire, moral fervor and direct 
challenges to change – and he indicted his 
audience right along with their common 
enemies on the racist, xenophobic right. 

His discussion of sleep moved, first, 
from humor to science and poetry. He 
pointed out that scientists still don’t 
understand what physical system triggers 
sleep, the way the pancreas produces 
insulin. “Sleep,” Cleaver said, leaping 
to poetic expression, “is an exquisite 

“Our lives begin 

to end the day we 

become silent about 

things that matter.” 

- Martin Luther King Jr.

Cleaver issues wake-up 

call at MLK kick-off
U.S. Rep. 

Emanuel Cleaver 
II gave the 

keynote speech 
at the State of 

Missouri’s kick-
off for the Rev. 

Martin Luther 
King Jr. national 

on Saturday, 
January 9 at 
Harris-Stowe 

State University.
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‘Too many who were blessed by 

Martin Luther King Jr. are asleep’
The Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. entertains his 
family at the piano.
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