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SSM healthcare clinic now 

accessible in the Delmar Divine

See page A12

Gamers Island a techie 

paradise in Ferguson

Page C1

NBA wheels and deals as 

teams gear up for playoffs

LIVING IT

SPORTS

The National Basketball Association’s 

series of blockbuster trades provided 

enough fireworks to excite numerous fan 

bases around the league.

Page B3

Located in downtown Ferguson, owners 

Tashauna Parker and Kalonda Cloyd 

say their new business venture is a fami-

ly-friendly futuristic haven. 

Bebe’s Bake Shoppe owner Amber 

Tomlin transformed the 1,080 square 

foot space, which housed a Great Clips, 

into a sweet tooth’s paradise.

Page B1

BUSINESS

Entrepeneur’s cookie 

shop not half-baked

Freedom on Feb. 14

See JOHNSON, A6

By Alvin A. Reid

The St. Louis American

Eighteen words set a man free on Tuesday after he unjustly 

spent 28 years in prison for a murder he did not commit.

“The conviction of Lamar Johnson in State v. Lamar Johnson is 

hereby set aside and held for naught.”

Judge David C. Mason, who heard a week of testimony in 

December from police, 

witnesses, former prosecu-

tors, and Johnson, issued a 

48-page ruling that was a 

scathing indictment of the 

process and people that sent 

Johnson to prison.

Greg Elking, who recant-

ed his testimony and admit-

ted being rewarded for his 

cooperation, was a major 

factor in Mason’s decision.

James “BA” Howard testified that Johnson did not commit the 

murder, saying he and convicted murderer Phillip Campbell killed 

Markus Boyd.

Mason wrote, “This combined testimony amounts to clear and 

convincing evidence that Lamar Johnson is innocent and did not 

commit the murder of Markus Boyd either individually or acting 

Creativity sparked by inconvenience

By Sylvester Brown

The St. Louis American 

Throughout the country legislation has been 

passed or is being proposed to prohibit the teaching 

of so-called critical race theory (CRT). Missouri is 

no exception.

Republican state Sen. Andrew Koenig recently 

introduced legislation that was passed by the Senate 

that “prohibits teachers from plac-

ing blame on a collective group or 

race for the ‘actions committed in 

the past by others,’” among other 

directives.

The odd aspect of Koenig’s and 

other GOP anti-CRT proponents is 

that they’ve whipped up a nation-

wide fervor over a non-issue. 

Koenig’s bill specifically states: 

“No school shall offer a course on 

critical race theory in kindergarten 

through 12th grade.”

CRT has never been taught in 

elementary or high schools. It’s traditionally a course 

taught in law schools and colleges that examines the 

role of systemic racism in American society.

Chris Tinson, Associate Professor of History 

and Chair of the Department of African American 

Studies at St. Louis University, has kept an eye on 

the growing controversy surrounding efforts to cur-

See CRT, A7

Race against 

history

Rep. Kevin Windham cut off

By Alvin A. Reid

St. Louis American

The Missouri House passed a bill allowing Gov. 

Mike Parson to strip some prosecutorial power from 

Circuit Attorney Kim Gardner after debate was cut 

short.
Black legislators are outraged and say that trying 

to work with the state’s GOP is not 

working, and to expect peaceful yet 

stern retaliation.

State Rep. Kevin Windham 

from St. Louis County was read-

ing a newspaper article detailing 

Mississippi’s legislative move 

that would  create a new court in 

part of Jackson, Miss. Its judges 

who would be appointed rather 

than elected. This part of the city 

is overwhelmingly Black, and its 

voters would be disenfranchised.

Windom shared quotes in 

the article by Democratic Mississippi Rep. Ed 

Blackmon, “Only in Mississippi would we have a bill 

like this, where we say solving the problem requires 

removing the vote from Black people.”

House Speaker Dean Plocher decided he had 

heard enough. He ruled Windham out of order, halt-

ing his speech. The microphone was cut off.

 House Majority Leader Jon Patterson then made 

a motion to shut off debate on the bill. Other Black 

Democrats were not allowed to speak, and they were 

Black 

legislators 

outraged 

by GOP 

racial antics

See GOP, A7

Photo by Wiley Price / St. Louis American

2023 SALuTe To BuSineSS

Judge Mason frees Lamar Johnson in landmark decision

Emory Reignz is Donald M. Suggs Excellence in Entrepreneurship Award recipient

Rep. Kevin 

Windham

See REIGNZ, A6

By Kenya Vaughn

The St. Louis American

 
On December 17, 2020, Emory Reignz 

landed at Atlanta’s Hartsfield-Jackson Airport 

following an international trip. After making 

her way to the rental car hub, she learned it 

is not open 24 hours. She raced against the 

clock to get placed in an SUV that she hoped 

would accommodate her many bags. It didn’t 

happen.

“Over the course of two days, it took me 

three trips back and forth to the airport to 

retrieve my bags,” Reignz 

said. “I immediately 

thought ‘this is ridiculous. 

Somebody should be able to 

deliver this for me.’

Grab My Bag was born.

She decided that if 

she could create a busi-

ness model for her “aha 

moment,” she would launch 

it at the top of the year.

In just over two weeks, 

she researched, developed, 

and created a business plan to stay on pace 

with her ultra-ambitious launch goals.  On 

January 2, 2021, the business Reignz visual-

ized out of necessity and inconvenience was 

officially live on grabmybag.com.

She describes the venture as a “traveler-first 

luggage delivery service” that has been dubbed 

the “Lyft or Uber for luggage” and employs 

independently operating “grabbers” to trans-

port checked items from airport baggage claim 

to the traveler’s requested destination.

Emory 

Reignz

Missouri joins states targeting 

CRT - for no reason

Chris 

Tinson

Mae Johnson, 

the mother of 

Lamar Johnson, 

waits to meet 

her son after 

a judge vacat-

ed his murder 

conviction on 

Tuesday, Feb. 

13, 2023, outside 

the St. Louis 

City Justice 

Center. Johnson 

spent after 

nearly 30 years 

in prison for a 

wrongful murder 

conviction.

Lamar 

Johnson is 

walked out of 

the Carnahan 

Courthouse 

Tuesday, 

Feb. 14, 

2023, after St. 

Louis Circuit 

Judge David 

Mason vacat-

ed Johnson’s 

murder convic-

tion during a 

hearing in St. 

Louis. Johnson 

has been 

serving a life 

sentence after 

being convict-

ed of murder-

ing Markus 

Boyd in 1995.

n James “BA” Howard 

testified that Johnson did 

not commit the murder, 

saying he and convicted 

murderer Phillip Campbell 

killed Markus Boyd.
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See photo coverage 
from the Business Salute
See page A9

Saving lives while 

saving the Earth

Page A12

Greg Foster, great USA 

hurdler, has died at 64

HEALTH SPORTS

He was a three-time gold medalist at the 
IAAF World Championships in 1983, 
1987 and 1991. He was also a silver 
medalist at the 1984 Olympics.

Page B3

E’Lisa Moss serves several hospitals 
throughout St. Louis, and recently 
competed in the Mrs. USA Earth 
2023 pageant.

Ciara Imani May is safely taking Black 
hair care to another level with Rebundle, 
a firm that sells hair extensions made 
from banana fiber.

Page B1

BUSINESS

Rebundle’s banana fiber 

hair weaves way to STL

Sold-out Business Salute  
empowers with inspiration

See SALUTE, A7

By Kenya Vaughn and JoAnn Weaver

There was a warm and inviting atmo-
sphere as the capacity crowd made its 
way into the Ritz-Carlton for the St. Louis 
American Foundation’s 21st Annual Salute 
to Excellence in Business Networking and 
Awards Luncheon. Thursday marked the 
first gathering in the name of Black business 
excellence since 2019 due to the onset of the 
pandemic. The experience felt like an oppos-
ing force to the energy typical of a standard 
corporate banquet. Sentiments from Midwest 
Bank Centre CEO and 2023 Corporate 
Executive of the Year Orvin Kimbrough per-

He’s our All Star

By Kenya Vaughn
The St. Louis American

Thursday, February 16 is a day in St. Louis histo-
ry that most area residents are unaware of – but one 
that those with a connection to a historically Black 
neighborhood will never forget.

“Sixty-four years ago today, the first wrecking 
ball struck in Mill Creek and permanently destroyed 
a viable urban neighborhood of 20,000,” author 
Vivian Gibson told an audience who gathered at 
St. Louis CITY SC stadium – where a portion of 
Mill Creek Valley once stood – for the unveiling of 
Pillars of Memory, the first phase of the Pillars of the 
Valley exhibition. 

The art is part of a collaborative effort between 
the St. Louis CITY SC, Great Rivers Greenway and 
the City of St. Louis to pay tribute to the former 

See MILL CREEK, A6

In remembrance 
of Mill 

Creek Valley

‘She needs to do 
some soul searching’

By Alvin A. Reid
St. Louis American

St. Louis Mayor Tishaura Jones, an ally of Circuit 
Attorney Kim Gardner, said Wednesday that Gardner 
has “lost the trust of the people.”

“She really needs to do some soul-searching of 
whether or not she wants to contin-
ue as Circuit Attorney.”

Jones spoke at an impromptu 
press conference at Bryan Hill 
Elementary School in the College 
Hill neighborhood before a Black 
History Month event.

Last July, the trial of Daniel 
Riley was set to begin. Several 
media outlets have reported that 
Gardner’s office was not ready to 
proceed. Riley was released on 
house arrest and was recharged the 
same day.

Riley violated the terms of his GPS monitoring 
system more than 40 times after July 18, the most 
recent violation was on Feb. 13.

On Feb. 18, police say he struck a car that pinned 
Janae Edmondson of Smyrna, Tennessee, a suburb of 
Nashville, between another car. Her legs were later 
amputated.

In a statement released late Tuesday, Gardner 
said, “A young girl’s life was tragically changed 
because of the inexcusable behavior of a young man.

“ Our hearts go out to the victim and her family 
for this unspeakable tragedy that will undoubtedly 
have a lasting impact not only on her, but her family 
and loved ones.

“ It’s unfortunate that there are those who choose 
to twist the facts to take advantage of this situation 
for their own selfish motives. This is not the time for 
finger pointing, it’s time to support this family, and 
ensure that justice is served.” 

Mayor Jones, 
others 

challenge 
Gardner’s 

actions

See GARDNER, A7

Photo by Wiley Price / St. Louis American

2023 SALuTe To exceLLence in BuSineSS

A bright light for the Black business community

Jayson Tatum earns NBA 
All-Star Game MVP honors

Kim 
Gardner

See TATUM, A6

By Earl Austin Jr.
The St. Louis American

St. Louisan Jayson Tatum’s fourth appearance 
in the National Basketball Association All-Star 
Game was a memorable one.

The former Chaminade College Prep All-
American debuted his new signature shoe, set a 
new All-Star Game scoring record with 55 points 
and earned Most Valuable Player honors to lead 
Team Giannis to an 184-175 victory over Team 
Lebron in Salt Lake City, UT.

Tatum surpassed the old record of 52 
points, which was set by Anthony Davis 
in 2017. Tatum scored his record-breaking 

53rd point on a free throw in the fourth 
quarter. Tatum scored a game-high 17 points in 
the first half, but he was just getting warmed up 
as he erupted for 32 points in the third quarter, 
which is also an All-Star game record.

Tatum finished the game making 22 of his 
31 attempts from the field. He was also 10 of 18 
from 3-point range. He also added 10 rebounds 
and six assists in 35 minutes of action. He became 
the first Celtics player to win the MVP award 
since 1982 when Larry Bird did the honors.

For Tatum, bringing home the MVP trophy 
had special meaning as the award is named after 

Historic Black neighborhood 
honored near St. Louis 

City SC stadium

Recently 
retired Carnival 

Corporation 
CEO Arnold 

Donald 
received 

the inaugu-
ral Lifetime 
Achiever in 

Business 
Award.

fectly summed up the afternoon.
“Coming in here today, it is somewhat of a 

family reunion in many respects,” Kimbrough 
said as he accepted his award. “So many peo-
ple in this room have been a part of my for-
mation over the past 20-plus years.”

Such sentiments were reiterated throughout 
the afternoon from the master of ceremony 
– morning anchor for KSDK 5 on Your Side 
Rene Knott – as well as from presenters, hon-
orees, guests and keynote speaker St. Louis 
Mayor Tishaura Jones.

“I want to thank you all – not just for 
your presence here at the luncheon, but your 
presence in the community,” Knott said. 

“February is Black History Month and one of 
the things that we really do not give enough 
light to is the success of the Black business 
person in the United States of America – who 
has had to go through so much to achieve.”  
Thursday was a time to let their light shine. 

The theme for the event 
was expanding equitable growth

“We all know the old adage, ‘Black peo-
ple have to work twice as hard to get half as 
much,’” Jones said. “But when you are Black 

Jayson Tatum holds up his MVP 
trophy after the NBA basketball 
All-Star game Sunday, Feb. 19, 
2023, in Salt Lake City. 

Photo courtesy of the AP
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Kelly Jordan has hair-raising career in theaterPage C1

Dr. Teree Quinn talks breast cancer prevention

Page A10
Saint Louis University woman shock A-10

HEALTH

SPORTS

The Saint Louis University women’s 
team closed a tremendous final month 
of the season by winning the Atlantic 10 
Conference Tournament championship.Page B3

During a recent discussion with The 
American, Dr. Quinn shared information 
about breast care, cancer prevention, and 
her contributions to the medical field. 

The St. Louis American spoke with Bennett 
about what is upcoming with McCormack Baron 

Salazar, including its ongoing investment of New 

Market Tax Credits in St. Louis.Page B1

BUSINESS

Vince Bennett of McCormack Baron Salazar

Federal judge sides with STL, strikes down gun law

See GUN LAW, A6

By Alvin A. ReidSt. Louis American

Missouri’s Second Amendment 
Preservation Act (SAPA) was ruled on 
Tuesday as unconstitutional by U.S. District 
Court Judge Brian Wimes.He rendered the 2021 law, which could 

have penalized law enforcement agencies for 
enforcing federal gun laws or assisting feder-
al agents in their duties, “invalid, null, void, 
and of no effect,” in his written opinion.

Primary races set stage for April 4 election

By Sylvester Brown Jr.St. Louis American 

As Lynn Squires, an English/Arts teacher at 

Washington EleMiddle School, walked into the room 

she shouted: “HU.”The 15 or so college students, each standing next 

to personalized poster boards, responded in unison: 

“U know!”
The chant was a shared moment between Squires, 

a Howard University alumnus and HU students visit-

ing Washington EleMiddle School of the Normandy 

Schools Collaborative.Their visit is connected to “Alternative Spring 

Break” (ASB) where college students engage in 

volunteer service, typically for a week. The program 

originated in the early 1980s as a counter to “tradi-

tional” spring break trips. Howard University has been a part of the ASB 

See HOWARD, A6

Spring in 
their step

Ruth Ezell celebrates nearly 19 years with Nine PBSBy Danielle BrownSt. Louis American

“My parents always said when God closes a door 

he opens a window,” said Ruth Ezell, senior produc-

er of Nine PBS’ Living St. Louis show. “My career 
has been when I see a door cracked 
I slide it open.”

Her career has had many twists 
and turns, but she says it always 
has aligned. She began her media 
career in 1976 with WJR-AM, a 
Detroit radio station where she 
worked as an assistant in the sales 
department.

“I did a closed circuit broad-cast to all the smaller stations in 
Michigan that carried [Detroit] 
Tigers baseball,” she said. “My 

job was to go and do the broadcast a day or two 

before game day. I told them where they could run 

their spots and about the spots we had to run accord-

ing to our schedule.”“One day as luck would have it” as Ezell recalls, 

she was sitting in the booth reading an ad script 

when the news director heard her voice, and offered 

her a production assistant position.

A ‘Living’ 
legend

See EZELL, A7

Photo by Wiley Price / St. Louis American

Bosley bounced; 9th Ward undetermined

See ELECTION, A7

St. Louis American staff
St. Louis voters got a chance to head 

to the polls on Tuesday for 2023 Board of 
Aldermen races and set the stage for April 
4 showdowns.

The election was the first step in reduc-
ing the number of aldermen from 28 to 
14 and leaves a month-long campaign in 
which several races will pit current alder-
men against each other. The top two vote 
getters in each race move on to the April 
election.

Of the races involving Black majority 

wards, history was made in the 14th Ward 
where Brandon Bosley did not finish in 
the top two.

For now, this ends decades of a mem-
ber of the Bosley family holding a city 
office. Bosley’s father, Freeman Bosley 
Sr., was a longtime alderman, and his 
brother, Freeman Bosley Jr. served as city 
clerk before being elected as the city’s 
first Black mayor in 1993.Ebony M. Washington garnered 627 

votes to win the primary, followed by 

Howard University students assist at area schools

Ruth Ezell

St. Louis, St. Louis County, and Jackson 
County filed a lawsuit against the legislation 
in 2021, and the Justice Department filed a 
similar lawsuit.[SAPA] makes it harder for police to do 

their jobs and strips away critical tools we 
need to protect our neighborhoods. We are 
encouraged by the federal court ruling today 
declaring it unconstitutional,” St. Louis Mayor 

Tishaura Jones, St. Louis County Executive 
Dr. Sam Page, and Jackson County Executive 

Frank White said in a statement.

“A bipartisan majority of Missourians want 

the state legislature to enact common-sense 
gun safety measures, like red flag laws and 
background checks, to help keep families 
across our state safe. But year after year, 
Jefferson City politicians have continued to 
pass dangerous bills that make it more difficult 

to prevent gun violence in our communities.”
Wimes said in his opinion that state and 

local law enforcement officials “may lawfully 

7th Ward top vote-getter Alisha Sonnier 

hugs a supporter at her March 7 watch party.

Photo by Ashley Winters / St. Louis American

Howard University students Celeb Brantley 

and Faith Ekong talk in the library of 
Washington Elementary School in the 
Jennings School District Tuesday, Mar. 7.

Photo by Wiley Price / St. Louis American

STL SC 
soaring
ST. LOUIS SC forward Nicholas Gioacchini (11) and Charlotte FC’s Bill Tuiloma headed skyward during SC’s first home game at CITYPARK stadium on Saturday, Mar. 4, 2023. SC defeated Charlotte FC 3-1 to move to 2-0 in the team’s inaugural season. SC plays at Portland on March 11 before returning to its home pitch against San Jose on March 18.
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Taylor Geospatial Institute 

targets STL as world leader

See page B1

Dr. Homer Nash was 

a family doctor, family man

See NASH, A6

See WALKER, A7

By Karen Robinson-Jacobs

The St. Louis American

Nearly half of the $150 million in federal 

COVID relief funds Mayor Tishaura Jones propos-

es to spend to bring economic justice to North City 

would go to a “pillar” that includes addressing the 

city’s long-running vacant property problem.

That’s according to a 12-page “Roadmap to  

Economic Justice,” released Monday by the mayor 

and the St. Louis Development Corporation. The 

document adds details to the broad outline for the 

$150 million in American Rescue Plan Act spend-

ing Jones announced in her recent State of the City 

address.

Under the mayor’s proposal – which must 

obtain approval from the Board of Aldermen and 

the Board of Estimate and Apportionment – $70 

million would go to the largest of three “pillars”: 

“neighborhood transformation.” That includes 

“capacity building,  vacancy [abatement] and envi-

ronmental justice” and improving housing accessi-

bility.
The city has more than 20,000 vacant lots and 

buildings, according to the Saint Louis Vacancy 

Jones targets 

vacancies, 

development 

in North City 

‘Roadmap’

Homer Erwin Nash, Jr, MD, a celebrated pediatrician who served at 

Homer G. Phillips Hospital before starting his own practice, has passed 

away, his family announced.

A Memorial Service for Dr. Nash will be held at 11 a.m. Friday, May 

6, 2022, at Layne Renaissance Chapel, 7302 W. Florissant Ave in St. 

Louis with an opportunity 

to visit with the family at 

10 a.m.

Dr. Nash was honored 

as a Lifetime Achiever 

during the 2009 Salute to 

Excellence in Healthcare 

and told The St. Louis 

American he decided his 

direction in medicine 

while an intern at Mount Sinai Hospital in Chicago.

“In general internship, you spend six weeks or two months in each 

service. Pediatrics was the one I liked the best,” he said.

Dr. Nash was born in Atlanta on August 22, 1925. He was the fifth 

child, and only son, of Homer Erwin Nash, Sr., who was also a phy-

sician, and Marie Antionette Graves Nash. He attended Morehouse 

See JONES, A6

By Karen Robinson-Jacobs

The St. Louis American

Cora Faith Walker, the former state representa-

tive whose March 11 death set off a wave of spec-

ulation, died of heart disease stemming from an 

untreated condition.

That’s according to Dr. Michael Graham, chief 

medical examiner, for 

the city. Graham, whose 

office routinely investi-

gates the sudden, unex-

pected deaths of young 

people, said Walker died 

of the “sudden onset of 

a lethal cardiac rhythm 

disturbance that was 

caused by underlying 

heart muscle disease,” 

formally classified as 

“nonischemic cardiomy-

opathy.”

No illegal drugs were 

found in her system and 

alcohol “had nothing 

to do with her death,” 

Graham said.

The finding confirmed an earlier St. Louis 

Police Department inquiry that uncovered no “sus-

picious” activity in the death of the 37-year-old 

who left state government in 2019 to work for St. 

Louis County Executive Sam Page.

She served Ferguson, District 74, in the 

Missouri House of Representatives beginning in 

January 2017.  In Page’s administration she served 

as policy chief.

Walker collapsed in the hallway of the Loews 

Hotel, the morning after attending a birthday party 

for St. Louis Mayor Tishaura Jones, a close friend.

Untreated 

heart disease 

claimed 

Cora Faith 

Walker

Medical examiner 

found no illegal drugs

Homer Erwin Nash, 

Jr, MD, a celebrated 

pediatrician who 

served at Homer 

G. Phillips Hospital 

before starting his 

own practice. Dr. 

Nash was hon-

ored as a Lifetime 

Achiever during 

the 2009 Salute 

to Excellence in 

Healthcare.

Cydnee Calvert and Derek Perkins, both 13 and students at St. Ann 

Catholic School, climb a tree under professional guidence during Earth 

Day activities in St. Vincent Park Friday, April 22, 2022.

Cora Faith 

Walker

Photo by Wiley Price / St. Louis American

Getting in touch with Mother Earth

See MEDICAID, A7

By Sylvester Brown Jr.

The St. Louis American

 
With more than 1 million COVID-related 

deaths [in the U.S.] one would think the pandemic 

would serve as a great equalizer in this country. It 

has impacted everyone - Black, white, rich, poor, 

urban, suburban, and more.

Of course, it has not been that. Minorities were 

infected and died at disproportionate rates. Poor 

countries struggled to get vac-

cines. Many wealthy people 

became richer, regardless of 

one of the greatest recessions 

since the 1930s.

And, in Missouri, 

Republican legislators are 

still working tirelessly to 

stall healthcare coverage for 

hundreds of thousands of 

Missourians.  

Under the Obama adminis-

tration, the “Patient Protection 

and Affordable Care Act” 

(commonly referred to as the 

Affordable Care Act or ACA), 

was expanded to increase 

access to primary care. Before 

expansion, enrollment was limit-

ed to mostly children, pregnant women, and people 

with disabilities.

Although these groups still make up the vast 

majority of those enrolled in the state’s Medicaid 

program, Medicaid expansion is open to nearly 

all adults with incomes up to 138% of the Federal 

Poverty Level.

To date, 38 states and Washington, D.C. have 

adopted Medicaid expansion and 12 states have 

not. Through a 2020 ballot measure, Missouri vot-

ers approved expanded eligibility for Medicaid to 

people ages 19 to 64.

That has not stopped numerous Republican 

attempts to derail or defund what voters passed by 

a wide margin.

“Sometimes voters are smarter than the people 

they elect,” said State Sen. Karla May regarding 

the state GOP’s efforts to stop voter-approved 

Medicaid expansion.

Drawn-out court battles and the pandemic have 

plagued expansion efforts in the state. For years, 

the Republican majority in the legislature fought to 

Republicans 

don’t mask 

intention 

to thwart 

Medicaid 

expansion

Playing politics, 

risking lives

AuguST 22, 1925 – ApriL 21, 2022

n He served in the infantry in 

Italy during World War II and 

received the Military Order of the 

Purple Heart and Bronze Star 

Medal for service to his country.

Kendra 

Holmes

Mayors’ proposal for spending 

$150 million in ARPA funds 

would address longstanding woes

100,000 GREET OBAMA UNDER GATEWAY ARCH
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A BARACK OBAMA WORLD SERIES
This World Series represents the diversity and talent 
of young people today in what is still America’s Pastime.

Page A7

2008 Salute to

Excellence in Business

Page A11

We need a 

generational change

BUSINESS COMMENTARY

Colin Powell says, “Obama has demonstrated
the calm, patient, intellectual, steady approach
to problem-solving that we need.”

Page A4

Annie Malone CEO Richard L. King is
Non-Profit Executive of the Year and
will be honored Nov. 13.

Plus, Monsanto boosts science at City
Academy, diversity at SLUH, and Christian
learning with a flair at ASA Academy.

Girls of promise at 

Marian Middle School

Page B1

PRIVATE SCHOOLS

By Sandra Jordan
Of the St. Louis American

Monday night stunned students
and parents at Normandy High
School learned from health offi-
cials that as many as 50 students
may have been exposed to HIV,
the virus that causes AIDS.

HIV at

Normandy

High

See HIV, A7

Up to 50 students

may be infected

‘A spectacular sight’

Barack Obama got up close and personal with a crowd of 100,000 on the Gateway Arch grounds Saturday in St. Louis, which broke attendance records for political events in
Missouri history and for the Obama campaign thus far. Before he took the stage, as U.S. Rep. Wm. Lacy Clay was warming up the crowd, Obama placed a personal call to The
St. Louis American for an exclusive five-minute interview.

Photo by Bill Greenblatt/UPI

By Alvin A. Reid 
Of the St. Louis American

Saturday morning at the Reid household usu-
ally involves a trip to Soulard Market.

Last Saturday would be no different, except
we had a stop to make first. We were joined by
some 100,000 people and a guy named Barack
Obama.

I was honored to be a part of the Democratic
National Convention in Denver and witness its
nightly history. The images of Obama’s accept-

ance speech at Invesco Field at Mile High are forever in my mind.
Yet, I did have a regret. Carmen, Bryson and Blaine, my Reid

The Arch, Obama and us

CAMPAIGN

2•0•0•8

By Chris King
Of the St. Louis American

As his friend and longtime supporter U.S. Rep. Wm. Lacy
Clay was warming up a record-smashing crowd of 100,000 (or
more) under the Gateway Arch on the St. Louis Riverfront just
before noon on Saturday, Barack Obama made a last-minute, one-
on-one local media call. He called The St. Louis American.

We were given five precious minutes of his time, which St.
Louis American Editorial Director Chris King used to ask about
Obama’s skillful handling of race, his dedication to reaching the
black press, and what guidance he has maintained in his mind

An exclusive Q&A

with Barack Obama

See OBAMA, A6 See Q&A, A6
Photo by Wiley Price

By Alvin A. Reid 
Of the St. Louis American

St. Louis County could determine whether Barack Obama carries the
state of Missouri in the Nov. 4 presidential election.

That factor brought President Bill Clinton to
Kirkwood High School on Monday night in sup-
port of the candidate who won the Democratic
nomination in a bitter fight with his wife, U.S.
Sen. Hillary Clinton.

While the sting of defeat might remain with
the Clintons, the importance of electing Obama
has kept both on the campaign trail.

More than 6,000 people packed Kirkwood’s new gymnasium and
greeted Clinton with a standing ovation and thunderous applause.

CLINTON BACKS OBAMA BIG TIME

Former President Bill Clinton drew 6,000 people to Kirkwood High
School in support of Barack Obama on Monday night. He told the
crowd “we have a chance to win an enormous victory,” but only if
Obama supporters turn out in force as voters and volunteers on
Election Day.

Photo by Wiley Price

Speaks in pivotal STL County

See CLINTON, A7

� “Colin Powell 
is not alone.”

– Bill Clinton
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UMSL, MU program seeks to accelerate DEI

Page B1
‘Tripledemic’ of COVID, RSV and flu in full force

BUSINESS

HEALTH

For months now health experts have 
warned of a potential “tripledemic,” an 
unscientific term that refers to an alarming 
rise in RSV, flu, and COVID-19 cases.Page A12

The Office of DEI UMSL along with the 
MU Extension DEI Council will begin a 
program surrounding equity and inclusion in 
January 2023.

In front of a verdant community garden 
in the East Village in New York City, 
“Donald Suggs Jr. Way” was unveiled 
in honor of the St. Louis native.Page A8

NEWS

Former 
Alderman John Collins-Muhammad, former Board of Aldermen President 

Lewis Reed, and former Alderman Jeffrey 
Boyd were sentenced to lengthy prison stays on Tuesday in U.S. Federal Court.

See NEWMAN, A6

By Alvin A. ReidSt. Louis American

Christopher W. Newman, a pilot graduate of the 

Tuskegee Flight School who survived two crashes 

and flew 84 missions as a fighter pilot in World War 

II with the Tuskegee Airmen, passed away at the 

age of 100 on Oct. 21, 2022. Newman was born on April 18, 1922 to Frank and Marye in Mound Bayou, Mississippi. He was raised and 
educated in the Mill Creek area of St. Louis and graduat-ed from Vashon High School. He told the Post-Dispatch in 2012 “a big parade” for aviator 

Charles Lindbergh began his interest in flying planes.“When he flew across the ocean, he was the first man to fly solo. I was impressed by the 
way that airplane flew. That is when I got impressed about airplanes.”

He joined the U.S. Army 

Air Corp and was sent to Tuskegee Army Air Field, 

Ala., for flight training. He graduated on Oct. 1, 

1943, and was commissioned as a 2nd Lieutenant. 

He rose to the rank of Captain while completing 66 

long-range missions. “That was the first thing in my life that I really, 

really wanted to do,” Newman said in a 2006 docu-

mentary.
“I almost washed out in the beginning, and it 

Heroic 
Tuskegee 
Airman 

passes at 
age 100

Christopher W. Newman flew 84 WWII missions

New York City unveils ‘Donald Suggs Jr. Way’

Sad day for St. Louis

By Donnell SuggsAtlanta Voice

Democrats secured a 51-49 U.S. Senate 
majority on Tuesday when Sen. Raphael 
Warnock triumphed over Republican candidate 

Herschel Walker. Warnock secured 51.35% of 

the vote, compared to Walker’s 48.65%.
“Thank you, Georgia,” Warnock told jubilant 

supporters after making his way to the stage late 

Tuesday evening.

“Thank you from the bottom of my heart and to God be the glory,”
Warnock praised the large turnout for a runoff election, say-ing “Voting is faith put into action, and Georgia, you have been praying with your lips and your legs. Your hands and our feet. Your head and your hearts.”

Warnock added, “After a hard-fought campaign you’ve got 

me for six more years.”The road to victory Tuesday night was more 

like a roller coaster to victory the first couple 

hours following the polls closing at 7 p.m.
At 8:45 p.m., as supporters were dancing 

and mingling at Warnock’s watch party at the 

Atlanta Marriott Marquis, Walker led by more 

than 29,000 votes (1,072,820-1,043,104), accord-

ing to Associated Press estimates.The fact 58% of the votes had been counted 

at that point did nothing to dampen the mood of 

Warnock supporters and that evening’s DJ who 

proclaimed, “We winning tonight.”
With 67% of the vote counted Warnock 

jumped back in the lead by just over 16,000 
votes (1,247,238-1,231,752). A gospel group 
took the stage to perform a number of songs. 

When Walker took the lead again with 71% 

of the votes counted (1,310,774-1,308,091) the 

See PRISON, A7

By Rachel LippmannSt. Louis Public Radio
Three former St. Louis aldermen will 

spend between three and nearly four 
years in federal prison for their roles in a 
corruption scheme around development 
incentives.

U.S. District Judge Stephen Clark 
handed down the sentences Tuesday 
to former board President Lewis Reed, 
former 21st Ward Alderman John Collins-
Muhammad and former 22nd Ward 
Alderman Jeffrey Boyd. All three pleaded 
guilty in August to accepting cash, cars, 
and other gifts in exchange for helping a 
developer get incentives.

By Alvin A. ReidSt. Louis American

Mayor Tishaura Jones took the historic step of 

establishing a volunteer commission to explore and 

recommend opportunities for reparations in St. Louis 

on Wednesday. She was joined in Room 200 by advocates and 

community members as she signed Executive Order 

#74.
“I am totally supportive of this. It is long over-

due,” she said shortly before adding her signature to 

the order.
“Let’s be frank. It is time for our people to win.”

Kayla Reed, Action St. Louis executive director, 

said she is eager to “open the dialogue.”
“I’m excited about what is possible. It is time 

to look honestly and forthrightly at our past” and 

its impact on us now. People in North city need to 

know how it got that way. What decisions were 

made.”

See REPARATIONS , A6

sound of silence enveloped the room.
Before the night was over Warnock 

would take the lead for good and regain 
his seat. The Associated Press called the 

Mayor Jones’ executive order establishes 
Reparations 
Commission

election in favor of the pastor at 10:22 p.m. A 

roar from the crowd would have been enough 

Former office holders headed to federal prison

Photo by Julia Beverly / The Atlanta Voice

Look Inside to Be ‘Drawn In’

See insert

Be sure to look for the special insert of Drawn In, a new comic book series from 

Nine PBS and Lion Forge Animation. Share it with the kids in your life! Look for a 

new issue each month through the end of the year. Watch for the new animated 

series and more debuting on Nine PBS (9.1), and on drawnin.org.

Raphael Warnock is the winner

See WARNOCK, A7

Sen. Raphael Warnock celebrates his Senate victory victory with his children, 

daughter Chloé (left), and son, Caleb.

He downs 
Trump-backed 

Herschel 
Walker

Photo by Brian Munoz / St. Louis Public Radio

n Warnock praised the large turnout for a runoff election, saying “Voting is faith put into action, and Georgia, you have been pray-ing with your lips and your legs.
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