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Enjoy these activities 
that help you get 
to know your St. 
Louis American 
newspaper. 

Activities —  
Computer Usage: Use the 
newspaper to find examples 
of ways that people use 
computers to communicate—
websites, blogs, email, social 
network. How do computers 
help people communicate 
with each other?

Research 
a Sports Star: 
Read an article in the sports section. 
Choose a sports star to research. Enter 
their name in a search engine. How 
many hits did you get? How can you 
tell which sites are reliable? 

Learning Standards: I can use 
the newspaper to locate information. I can evaluate 
information and draw conclusions. I can make text-to-world 
connections.  

SCIENCE CORNER

Meadows 
Elementary School 
5th grade teacher 
Jessica Genteman 
shows students D’Quan Chat-
man, Jacie Johnson and 
Ranoldo Mosley how to work 
STEM lessons they found in 
the newspaper’s NIE page.   
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African American  
Computer Scientist 
Marlon West 

Marlon West grew up in St. Louis and he loved drawing. After 
he graduated from University City High School in 1981, he 
attended Columbia College in Chicago where he earned a 
Bachelor of Arts degree in film and video animation in 1985. 
Upon graduation, West began creating educational videos for 
Encyclopedia Britannica. In 1989, he moved to Los Angeles 
where he created music videos and television commercials—
including Michael Jackson’s commercial for California 
Raisins. In 1993, he was hired by Walt Disney Animation 
Studios. The first film that he worked on animating was Lion 
King. 

West assisted in animating many more films for Disney, 
including Pocahontas, Mulan, Princess and the Frog, Tarzan, 
Chicken Little, Hercules, and Frozen. His latest project 
was the movie Moana where he was the head of effects 
animator. West enjoys researching the background of the 
characters and bringing their traditions to life. West wants 
the animations to be accurate and to honor the culture. He 
wants the story lines to encourage and inspire audiences. 
The biggest challenge in Moana was all of the ocean scenes. 

It took a lot of physics to get the 
depth of the water to look realistic. 

West recently visited St. Louis 
where he completed numerous 
interviews and spoke at Webster 
University. He was awarded the 
SLIFF (St. Louis International Film 
Festival) Cinema St. Louis Award. 

For more information 
about computer 
animation, visit: http://
thekidshouldseethis.com/
post/17452504790.

Learning Standards: 
I can read about a person 

who has made contributions in the 
fields of science, technology, engineering, 
and mathematics. I can make text-to-text 
connections. 

Teachers, if you are using the St. Louis 
American’s NIE program and would like 
to nominate your class for a Classroom 
Spotlight, please email:  
nie@stlamerican.com. 

CLASSROOM SPOTLIGHT SCIENCE STARS

MAP CORNER

SCIENCE INVESTIGATION

The St. Louis American’s award winning NIE program provides 
newspapers and resources to more than 8,000 teachers and 
students each week throughout the school year, at no charge.

Questions or comments? Contact Cathy Sewell  
csewell@stlamerican.com or 314-289-5422

MATH CONNECTION

A 5,200-year-old bowl was found 
in Iran. The bowl’s side had five 
drawings that, when viewed in a 
sequence, showed a goat leaping 
up to eat leaves off a tree.

Computer animation was 
first used in video games, 
and then grew to include 
television and film special 
effects. 

Toothpick Challenge

Animation is the process of creating a video 
or moving picture from a series of images. It 
is created by an animator. Animators create 

video game graphics, 
television program 
animation, online 
simulations, movies 
and virtual reality 
games. There are three 
main ways to create 
animation: 1. Draw 
frames by hand, 2. Stop motion—a 
moveable model is changed 

for each image to create a moving scene, 3. Computer 
graphics—3D software is used to create animated characters 
and settings. Animation can be created by individuals and 
there are many well-known animation studios, such as 
DreamWorks, Pixar, Cartoon Network, Disney, and Warner 
Brothers. Animation is usually filmed at 12-24 moving frames 
per second. 

Hand drawn animation takes a lot of time 
to create and is expensive to pay the 
animator for all of the time involved. Older 
Disney movies were created by hand drawn 
animation. Stop motion uses moveable 
models or clay. The animator takes a 
picture of each scene and uses computer 
software (such as Movie Maker) to make 
the scenes move and animate. The original 
Rudolph movie uses clay animation. 
Modern computer animation uses 3D 

software to control the characters and settings. Movies such 
as Toy Story use this 
animation. 

Learning 
Standards: I can 
read nonfiction text 
for main idea and 
supporting details. I 
can make text-to-text 

In this activity, you will use logic to form and test a 
hypothesis to solve the problem.        

Materials Needed:  
12 toothpicks

Process:  

q Create three triangles of the same size using 
only 7 toothpicks. How many tries did it 
take before you were successful? What 
helped you solve the challenge?  

w Next, use 10 toothpicks to create 6 triangles 
of the same size.  

e Finally, use 12 toothpicks to create your 
own challenge for a friend to solve.

Evaluate: What was difficult about 
this challenge? What method 

helped you solve the problem? 

Learning Standards: I can 
follow directions to complete an 
experiment. I can analyze results 

and draw conclusions. I can make 
text-to-world 

connections. 

Movie Math

DID YOU KNOW?

q If the movie starts at 7:15 
p.m. and you need to leave the 
house 45 minutes in advance, 
what time do you need to 
leave? _________ 

w You purchase 2 adults tickets 
at $11.50 each and 3 children’s 

tickets at $6.50 each, how much money do you 
spend in tickets? _________

e The concession stand sells small popcorn for $3.00 and a 
medium for $4.50. Small drinks are $4.50 each and medium 
drinks are $6.00 each. Which is the better deal: to buy two 
small drinks and two small popcorns OR to buy one medium 
popcorn and 2 medium drinks? Why? _________ 

r The movie starts 
at 7:15 and the 
running time is 113 
minutes. What time does 
it end? _________

Challenge question: 500 
tickets are sold for a Sunday 
movie matinee. Tickets are $7.50 
for adults and $4.00 per child. The theater 
collected $3,312.50 in ticket sales. How many adult tickets 
were sold? 375, 200, 125, or 500 

Learning Standards: I can add, subtract, multiply, and 
divide to solve a problem.  

Some frames of a Pixar 
film are so complex it can 
take up to ninety hours 
for a single computer 
to translate all the 
information in them to a 
finished image.
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By Chris King and Rebecca Rivas
Of The St. Louis AmericanLongtime Alderman Samuel L. Moore 

III, who represented St. Louis’ Fourth Ward 
in North St. Louis, passed away Tuesday, 
February 25 at the age of 71.“When he didn’t make it this year to the 

candlelight service, I knew he was sick,” 
said Jeanette Culpepper, his lifelong friend, who hosts an annual New Year’s Eve vigil for victims of gun violence.“We grew up at church together from kids,” Culpepper said. They worshipped at Williams Temple Church of God in Christ. “When his father got his own church, and my father got his, we still stayed together up under the bishop at Williams Temple,” Culpepper said.Current Williams Temple COGIC Senior Pastor Bishop Lawrence 

Wooten was still weeping quietly when 
reached in Atlanta, where he is attending a 
COGIC meeting and heard the news.

“He was a very close friend,” Bishop 
Wooten said. “We worked together for 
the betterment of our neighborhoods and 
communities. “He was a genuine, loving 
person, a caring person.”Bishop Wooten remembered Moore as 

Alderman Sam Moore passes at 71Bishop Wooten: ‘He was a great humanitarian and lover of people’

The Peace Be Still coalition, led by James Clark of Better Family Life, marched down Martin Luther King Boulevard in North St. Louis at night on Monday, February 24 to kick off a week of advocacy for peace. A parallel march was held at the same time down Martin Luther King Boulevard in East St. Louis.
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See YOUNG LEADERS, A6

By Kenya VaughnOf The St. Louis American Mikel D. Whittier was the final name to be called as part 

of the 2020 cohort at the St. Louis American Foundation’s 

10th annual Salute to Young Leaders on Thursday, February 

20. 
His uncle, Casheam Bridges, could not hold his peace. “I 

want to say something,” Bridges shouted, interrupting the 

rousing applause that came Whittier’s way.  
He wasn’t on the podium. He was in the audience. After 

yelling out, “That’s my nephew!” Bridges took the liberty 

of a moment to express just how proud he was of Whittier, 

‘Ten years of black excellence’

See MOORE, A7

2020 Young Leaders saluted with passion

By Rebecca RivasOf The St. Louis AmericanScott C., a junior at Riverview Gardens 
High School, loves to play football and can 
play the saxophone, violin, piano, and guitar. 
However, in his freshman year, he was not 
able to participate in school activities because 

of his absences. That year, he missed almost 120 days 
because he was homeless — and the school 
district allegedly did not properly register 
him for classes or transportation, according to 

the August 2018 federal lawsuit filed against 
the Riverview Gardens School District and 
the Missouri Department of Elementary and 
Secondary Education (DESE). The other student named in the federal 

DESE, Riverview Gardens agree to improve services to families in transition

See HOMELESS, A6

By Rebecca RivasOf The St. Louis AmericanDeveloper Paul McKee Jr.’s hospital 
project in North St. Louis caused yet 
another stir at the Board of Estimate & 
Apportionment meeting on Wednesday, 
February 19. The developer — who is currently 

embroiled in litigation with the City of 
St. Louis for defaulting on his NorthSide 
Regeneration development agreement — 
asked the Board of E&A for an extension 
on its deadline to NorthSide has sufficient 
financial backing for the hospital. 

The original deadline for the project was 
on December 31, and McKee’s team asked 

See McKEE, A7

Alderman Samuel L. Moore III

McKee’s finances questioned at E&A
City wants answers on whether small hospital could accept Medicare and Medicaid

No homeless student left behind

Marching MLK for peace

Salute to Young leaderS

Mistress of ceremonies Rebeccah Bennett was pleasantly surprised when families at the St. Louis American Foundation’s 10th annual Salute to Young Leaders took her encouraging a “that’s my baby!” response to honorees and raised it to the next level.
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lawsuit is Miles M., who loves physics and 
hopes to design a video game one day. But his 

academic success was hampered as a freshman 

when he missed several months of school 
because he was homeless. As with Scott C., the 

lawsuit claims that the school allegedly violated 

the federal McKinney-Vento Act, which 
requires school districts to enroll homeless 
students and provide transportation, as well as 

offer the necessary academic, mental health and 

wellness support systems needed to succeed.
Now the two students’ stories have changed 

the way the school district and the state will be 

addressing homeless students.“It is incredibly important to me that the 
district and state understand the challenges my 

family and I faced and the barriers I had to deal 

with while just trying to get a good education,” 

Miles M. said.

n “This settlement will help address the disproportionate impact of educational deprivations on communities of color.”– Luz María Henríquez of Legal Services of Eastern Missouri

A N I M A T I O N

LeBron James


