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Southport

Developer’s
plan upsets
neighbors
Can Robert Ruark Drive
handle 196 more homes?

Booms a reminder
of enduring mystery

By Lee Hinnant
Staff Writer

What was that?
That was the most-asked question around southeastern 

Brunswick County on the night of Wednesday, January 15. 
At about 9:15 p.m., many area residents reported hearing a 
low rumble accompanied by brief but violent shaking of their 
homes and other structures. A second, less intense incident 
occurred a few minutes later.

Reports of the anomaly came from Oak Island, Caswell 
Beach, St. James and parts of Southport and Boiling Spring 
Lakes as well as Shallotte Point and Carolina Beach.

Responders logged nine calls to 911 at the county’s com-
munications center, said Emily Flax, spokeswoman for the 
Brunswick County Sheriff’s Office.

“Yes, our center did receive quite a few calls as is the case 
See Booms, page 5A
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Southport celebrates King’s legacy
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Roundtable focus: Justice for All

Dove receives Walter Welsh Award

Lockwood Folly dredging begins

Beach group raises caution about inlet rules

By Alexandria Sands
Staff writer

Neighbors of the proposed 
Osprey Landing by Bill Clark 
Homes project voiced their 
opposition to the site plan 
during a public hearing 
Thursday night at the South-
port Community Building.

The development would 
consist of 196 single-family 
homes on 68 acres off Robert 
Ruark Drive.

Most attendees’ concerns 
stemmed from the proposed 
emergency access road into 
Maple Leaf Drive, and that it 
is inadequate to handle the 
proposed subdivision’s traffic.

“There are too many twists 
and turns in there, and you 
are asking for an accident,” 
said former planning board 
member and alderman Bud-
dy Barnes.

In 2007, a preliminary plat 
for Osprey Landing was ap-
proved by the Southport al-
dermen, but it was never de-

veloped. The members were 
concerned about the traffic 
impacts back then as well.

Barnes, who was on the 
subcommittee for the origi-
nal proposal, said the previ-
ous plan was for 125 homes 
and the developers were “all 
about” building the emergen-
cy access road along the back-
side and going into N.C. 211. 
He asked why it had changed, 
to which members of the 
crowd responded, “money.”

Bob Tolle of Maple Leaf 
Drive suggested the emergen-
cy access empty into the back 
of Walmart’s parking lot.

Bill Clark Homes’ Landon 
Weaver explained it is re-
quired by ordinance that the 
development has an emer-
gency access road, but many 
attendees argued that the fu-
ture residents would use it as 
their primary entrance and 
exit, especially since it would 
be located in the densest part 
of the subdivision. Weaver 

See Southport, page 7A

By Lee Hinnant
Staff Writer

New draft regulations and maps for the 
state’s inlet hazard areas are concerning some 
local officials who are worried that rules could 
preclude construction or prevent rebuilding 
in certain areas.

The state Coastal Resources Commission 
(CRC) has proposed updates to inlet hazard 

areas statewide. The rules would affect at least 
566 structures statewide and an undeter-
mined number of vacant lots. Members of 
the Brunswick Shoreline Protection group 
discussed the matter last Wednesday.

“The new rules are a problem,” said Debbie 
Smith, chairwoman of the group and mayor 
of Ocean Isle.

Smith said the proposal would change the 
building setback at part of the island from 198 

to 310 feet from the first line of stable, natural 
vegetation. Developers have spent $40-mil-
lion during the past two years in one area to 
offer 40 building lots, she said, and the new 
rules could make part of that subdivision 
unbuildable.

Holden Beach Manager David Hewett said 
his town would ask Brunswick County of-
ficials to weigh in on the matter and point out 
possible negative effects from the draft rules.

Smith said she expected the state to act on 
the matter as soon as April, at the regular 
meeting of the CRC.  

The state published new maps of inlet haz-
ard areas, updating boundaries set in 1981. In 
Brunswick County, the designation includes 
land around Tubbs, Shallotte and Lockwood 
Folly inlets. Ten of the state’s 19 inlets are af-
fected. Two, such as the east end of Oak 

See Inlet, page 10A

By Alexandria Sands
Staff Writer

The Dr. Martin Luther King Roundtable Breakfast was 
held Monday for the community to gather and remember 
the legacy of King for a 26th year.

To complement this year’s theme, “Justice for All,” the 
keynote speaker was Richmond County Sheriff James 
Clemmons Jr.. He was the first person of color elected sher-
iff of Richmond County and he also has roots in Brunswick 
County.

He began the address by recognizing how the venue, Trin-
ity United Methodist Church, was fitting to the legacy of 
King.

“We often talk about his attributes as a civil rights fighter. 

We very seldom talk about his Godly attributes,” he said.
Clemmons recited several Bible verses about justice and 

freedom throughout his speech.
He compared the Martin Luther King Jr. celebration to 

Sunday mornings, explaining that people often neglect to 
carry the message they’ve heard through their lives after the 
service has ended.

“Let’s stop making Martin Luther King holiday a one-day 
event,” he said, urging attendees to stand up and speak out 
for what they believe in.

Clemmons said he thought about the theme, “Justice for 
All,” throughout the past year. He spoke of how people of-
ten recite the phrase during “The Pledge of Allegiance,” and 
asked whether it was merely an obligation and ritual, or if 

See King celebration, page 8A
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Dosher Medical-Oak Island Welcomes
Lorraine Gauthier, MD

Dr. Gauthier has joined our Oak Island primary care practice with 
Dr. Thomas Holland and Heather Goldfuss, PA-C, and is currently 

accepting new patients.

Southport’s Mar-
tin Luther King Jr. 
Celebration Com-
mittee honored 
the former civil 
rights leader with 
a Sunday march 
and roundtable 
breakfast Monday. 
Former Southport 
Mayor Jerry Dove 
(right) received 
the Walter Welsh 
Award for helping 
to improve race 
relations in the 
community. More 
coverage inside on 
pages 4B and 14B.
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